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I will put this onto the school website for you to be able to access, and I will also be following up with another parent letter just with the details written down for you as well, so everybody knows what I'm talking about here. 
So first thing to get across to you all is the times that we need.
So we're going to be departing from Stewards Academy by coach on the Monday, the 10th of March.
And we'll arrive at Heathrow airport.
Able to check in by 5:15am.
That means you need to drop your child off at school at 3:00 AM in the morning.
The coach will be getting here for about 3:30am, so we've got a little bit of time just to make sure we've got everything.
Our flight number is also detailed there on the slide as well.
We'll be flying by British Airways BA992 this the flight will take off at 8:15am and we will be arriving at Berlin Brandenburg Airport Aat 11:10am, which is the local time.
On the way back, we will be leaving at 10 O clock on Thursday heading to Brandenburg Airport by coach through one of our connections and our return in flight number is there as BA98.
Three will be taken off at 2 clock and will be arriving at 3:10, which is again is local time.
I put the time as being 6:30 to collect your child from Stewards Academy, but obviously that particular area of the M25 is very unpredictable at best.
So I've been given 6:30 as a recommendation from the coach company. However, if it turns out that we are going to be late or we're going to be early, I will arrange for your child to give you a call just to let you know the time that we're actually going to be back to try and make it as accurate as possible.
OK.
So these details I'll set up.
These are the main details that I'll be sending to you, OK.
Right. So when we're in Germany, when we're in Berlin, we'll be staying for three nights in the Aleuto Hotel Kudan. OK. The address is there on the slide. When we stayed in this hotel last year or the last time we did the trip, I was very impressed with the cleanliness and the efficiency of the hotel.
Accommodation is half board, so that means students will have their breakfast and they will have their dinner at the hotel and the rooms that we were allocated last year were either 4-5 or six bedroom rooms. At the moment we're waiting for the hotel to allocate us our rooms and of course, once we have them, we'll then be dealing with who's going to be staying in what room and I believe it goes without saying that the rooms are single sex.
The hotel has en suite bathrooms.
It's got Wi-Fi, and the breakfast will be served as a buffet breakfast as well. OK.
When so obviously breakfast and dinner will be fixed at the hotel.
That means during the day, when we're out and about around Berlin, students will need to buy their own lunches and they'll buy their lunches from whatever area it says on our itinerary. That will be in when we did this last year, we was in the heart of Berlin
And there were plenty of places for kids to choose where they wanted to eat their lunch, we obviously tried to persuade them not just to go into McDonald's and actually try something German.
However, once we got into the routine of doing this, kids were very mature doing it.
The expectation is that students will be going around in groups. Nobody will be less than two people going around together and the boundaries will be set very clearly.
The boundaries will be set very clear as to where we want them to go and where we don't want them to go on the Tuesday night of our trip, we'll be going to an actual German restaurant. Having a three course meal. It's called Alter Frits restaurant, so it's at least one night students will be able to try proper German cuisine.
Hopefully they'll be impressed with it and like it.
OK, so in Berlin they use euros.
Now our recommendation is that students take anywhere from 100 to €200 with them.
This is obviously dependent on you, but the one thing that they will need to buy is going to be their lunch for the four days that we're there.
There will be a chance to pick up souvenirs, but one thing I will stress, it's not a shopping trip that we're on. OK. So we'll be popping into the odd gift shop here and there, and the different places that we visit.
One recommendation that we made to people last year as well is that they might not want to necessarily be carrying around cash total that much cash in their pocket.
Students will be expected to look after their own cash, but on the slide here you can see there are several examples of fee free debit cards and fee free prepaid cards that you might want to investigate as well.
And again.
This information you will have access to this information to look up some of these cards as well.
OK.
I haven't been to Berlin in March before. I know when I went in May, it was very, very hot.
So I'll be interested to see what it's like, but at the moment it's looking very, very similar to what the weather's like in the UK at this time, bearing in mind we still have a month yet until we go. So things could warm up a little bit.
But I would recommend that the list of items that are on this slide or what you should do, the most important thing is that you have comfortable shoes and like I've said here as well, make sure it's not fashion trainers. Make sure that they are comfortable walking shoes.
We will be walking literally from place to place and using public transport quite a lot. For me when I'm going here, I'm going to make sure I've taken plenty of layers that I can even put on or take off, depending on how hot it is, because again, there is nothing more unpleasant than walking about with a massive coat on.
And it's actually not as cold as you thought it was going to be as well.
So I would recommend jumpers and jackets.
A waterproof coat might well be recommended as well at this point.
Something like a waterproof coat, gloves and scarves.
I don't think we're going to need them. However, I will mention gloves and scarves just because it might make people feel more comfortable and it seems quite strange after everything I've just said.
But I also recommend you take a little bit of sun cream as well.
Because we, like I said, I don't know what it's going to be like.
And I know that.
When you're out in the sun all day, it can make things a little bit unpleasant. If you do get a bit sunburned as well, OK?
So why are we going to Berlin then? So as part of the GCSE that your child is doing, we focus quite a lot on Germany itself and in particular Berlin.
The idea of going and visiting Berlin is because it will give it will provide a greater understanding of the GCSE material that we're doing. We currently studying.
Units out of four which focus on Germany, one being the Weimar and Nazi Germany unit that the students have just completed. And also we're going into the Cold War unit as well.
And of course, Berlin was a Cold War hotspot.
So we're going to be hoping, hopefully bring into life a lot of the things that we've been studying and are going to study in year 10 as well.
Our trip last year was a resounding success.
I think almost.
I don't think there was any student who went last year who didn't enjoy the trip.
And got something from it.
usually when I ask students about it as well.
Most of them say they've never been to Germany and they don't have any plans in the very near future to go there as well.
So it's nice to take them somewhere different that they might not usually come to as well.
So there was plenty of things to do.
Look how nice the weather was when we went in in May.
So we've lots of familiar sites. We go up the.
I think it's called the telecom tower.
I went there as well and getting a nice panorama of Berlin as well.
We visit lots of different places. Funny enough, lots of different prisons and concentration camps, as well as other buildings as well.
That also in Berlin and will really bring alive the subject, hopefully for students.
So just some further information just to take you to the itinerary we're doing. When we arrive on Monday, Monday, we're going to be walking and getting our, we're going to be having a bit of an orientation tour.
Around Berlin, where we will see the sites, we'll see lots of the memorials that are there along from the from the Mall of Berlin along a it's kind of like a street called the Unta Ding Linden, where we'll be basically ending up at the Brandenburg Gate, which is.
The gate you can see on the site on the sign that famous landmark of Berlin and ended up where the Reichstag, which is the German government building is as well on just as a note on that day Monday.
Obviously you need to be at stewards at 3:00.
I would strongly recommend that students try to get some sleep because you when we arrive in Germany, we're literally going to be out and about from the get go literally right the way through to about 7:00.
I would urge you to get some sleep as much as possible, just so that you're not feeling that groggy, because otherwise it'll be a very, very hard day for some of you.
On Tuesday, we go to Saxon house and concentration camp.
We have a walk in tour of a place in Berlin called Hackersheimer, which is a very nice kind of area that's got lots of eating places and places you can buy things as well.
We'll visit the new synagogue, which was built in Berlin, and the Otto Viad Museum as well.
Plus, that will be the day we go to the TV tower in the Alexander Platts and also will be visiting.
That's when we'll be visiting our restaurant that evening.
So when we come out the TV tower, we'll be going into our restaurant on Wednesday.
We are.
We're looking at things that are more linked to the Cold War.
We'll be visiting a place called the Palace of Tears, which is a station which was a passageway that led from east to West Berlin.
We'll be looking at the East Germany, the DDR Museum.
Which shows what life was like in the east of Germany.
We'll be visiting Stasi prison, which was one of those pictures that I showed you in the previous slide, which is a very, very atmospheric place that that really does bring alive exactly what it would have been like living in East Germany and being on the wrong side of.
The law and we also visit the Berlin Wall Memorial, where there's a section of the Berlin Wall that has been preserved, which we can actually look down upon.
And again, this is something that will really help students get their head round.
What some of the content on for our GCSE as well. Thursday The main focus for us on Thursday is getting ourselves to the airport in time to catch the plane and making sure we haven't forgot anything, so it's pretty.
It's pretty action-packed itinerary.
Like I said, we'll be going between all these places either on foot or via public transport. Public transport tickets have already been paid for.
By you as part of your, the cost of the actual trip for your child, so you won't need to worry about buying tickets for tubes or metros or anything like that.
OK, so the travel company that we're going with is a company called NST. When I use them last year, I could not fault them.
Everything was done very, very well and is very slick and there was nothing.
There was nothing I needed to worry about at all because it was all covered.
We will have a guide from Nst accompanying us on almost everywhere we go in Berlin, so he'll be taking us to all the different places, and he'll be filling in any gaps in information and telling the students about what they're looking at and how important it is.
We've got the same guy working with us this year as last time. His name is Gary, and I felt he was a very competent and a very, very enjoyable person to be with and he was very helpful over the course of the time that we were there.
That's that, right. OK.
There's also another feature from NST which I'll be able to give you more information on as soon as I get it up and running, which is a locate my trip.
So this is an app that you can put on your phone where you can locate us at any particular point during our trip. OK. And it will be.
It's basically I tried using it last year and I think there was a bit of a problem with it last year and it wasn't working.
To its full extent, but I obviously went back to NST and asked them to make sure it's working.
The next time we use it.
So I don't anticipate there being any problems with it this time as I get more information on this, I will.
I will send you a message to show you how to update it and how to get it onto your own mobile devices as well, but it basically will show you where we are, what we're up to and what we're doing on the trip at anyone particular moment.
OK.
So final checks then just to make sure you've got the important part, the important bits. OK, first of all part, you need to turn. You must make sure you have your passports.
I've taken photocopies or you've sent me photocopies of your passports, which I will take with me on the trip. Once we go through the airport and customs and everything and the kids no longer need to be showing their passports to anybody, passports will be taken by the teacher that they're assigned to, and then they will be locked into the safe in the hotel to come out again when we're on our way back. Everybody needs to have an ehic card and I did send on the initial letter that I sent out to your way in which you can apply for it.
This is your general health insurance, OK?
So if anything happens and I need to take somebody to the hospital or they need some kind of treatment showing the ehic card proves that you're entitled to medical care on in an emergency based on the fact that you are a British citizen or you're a European citizen, OK.
Make sure that your cash and cards are sorted out for spending.
Usually cards take ages.
To to get to you.
So if you are thinking of giving a prepaid card.
It's it's my advice to get it sooner rather than later. The time your child needs to be at the front of school is 3:00 AM on Monday the 10th of March and collecting around about 6:30 PM on the Thursday the 13th of March.
OK. The number that I've put on the screen, there is going to be the trip phone that I will be in possession of throughout the trip should you need to call at any point, then by all means do so in if.
It's an emergency.
Ideally OK, I'll be checking in to the school both morning and evening every single day of the trip just to make sure that the school is up to date with where we are and what condition we're in and how we're getting on, OK.
But this trip this obviously this phone won't be in use until we're actually on the trip.
OK, right. OK.
So just to bring us to the end, Mrs Goddard is going to go over.
The trip behaviour expectations, it's just a formality.
In in. In all honesty, if I had any kind of reservation on trip on behaviour expectations then I would have contacted you long before. But just to clarify, Mrs Goddard will go over the expectations we have of students on the trip. OK, Mrs Goddard.
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Sally Goddard   16:00
OK.
Thank you, Mr. Hawk.
Can I just check if you can hear me, Mr. Hawk?
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Colin Hawk   16:06
Yep, I can hear you.
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Sally Goddard   16:08
Brilliant. OK.
So hi everyone.
Good evening.
And I know that we're all going to have a really, really great time on this trip, but I really need to mention just a couple of things to you all, which in a sense, hopefully we don't need to worry about or talk about, but it's always good to.
Mention them beforehand and know that we're really crystal clear when it comes to behaviour and expectations.
So the first thing, as Mr. Hawk has already said, the trip leaves very early in the morning.
At 3:00 AM, we would encourage the young people to really think about.
Getting as early a night as they possibly can, sleep is going to be really, really important as we've got a really busy, particularly the first day is going to be really, really busy.
So regarding behaviour, it's really important to note that our expectations on the trip just remain the same as we do in school in terms of behaviour and manners.
And respect and language and all of those sorts of things.
As they continue to be in place as we would normally expect at school, so I've no doubt that I will not need to mention any of those things during the entire trip, but it's always good to have said what our expectations are before we go.
Should an incident occur on the trip where the behaviour of a young person is considered to be so problematic and so difficult that it is no longer possible for the teachers on the trip, to feel that they're able to keep that young person safe, then at that point we will be in touch with you as parents.
To arrange for your child to be transferred home.
I have been on many, many school trips around Europe.
Even a trip to China and to America.
And lots of ski trips.
I've never, ever once had to do that.
But obviously we just need to make that really clear. I know that we're all going to have a really wonderful time and that the stewards students will do us proud.
But obviously if any issues do occur on the trip, we will deal with them appropriately.
Personally, I'm looking forward to having a really wonderful time and hope that we will have an excellent four days away.
So there we are.
Back to you, Mr. Hawk.
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Thank you.
Just one final note on the behaviour trip, trip behaviour expectations. Mobile phones when we're out and about, when we're out and about.
I would ask that when we are being spoken to by people, we're being shown things that mobile phones will be away.
Obviously, I'm expecting students to be taking pictures and things like that.
Nobody's indicated to me that they are averse to having their picture taken for school publication and things like that.
But it is considered a bit rude in Germany if someone's talking to you and you're standing there with your phone, so I will be watching that very carefully and asking that that's not the case.
The other thing I just wanted to mention as well is that in Germany 10 O clock is quiet time from then onwards and this is the these are the expectations of our hotel at 10 O clock at night. I'm expecting all students to be inside their rooms whether they choose.
To go to sleep in their rooms or not at 10 O clock is entirely up to them.
But they need to be.
You need to be aware that you will be walking about and you will be up probably by about 7:30 the next day as well for breakfast. So those are the only two things I wanted to add on to the end of the behavioural expectations, so.
At this point.
The only other thing I need to ask you is if you have any questions.
If you have any questions that the kind of personal to you and your and your child.
And by all means, you can feel free to either e-mail me a request to give you a call and I can speak to you personally.
But if there are any other questions, if they can be put into the chat, then I can follow them up as well for you too, OK?
So if there are any questions, just put them in the chat before you leave. As a final note from me, I will thank you very much.
For coming and joining me on Friday on a wet Friday afternoon to hear all the information.
All right.
That's the one thing I forgot to ask.
Thank you for letting me know the luggage allowance because we're flying with BA. The luggage allowance is you've got one item of hand luggage, which you can put into the into the into the bring it into the plane with you.
So that's kind of like a backpack maybe or something like that.
Kind of like a school bag, so to speak, but you're able to take up to, I think it's 22 or 23 kilos.
Those in a case that will go into the hold. So you've got one bag that will go into the hold.
That's usually the same as. Usually the size of one of those sort of pull long suitcases.
OK.
So that's the that's the weight restriction on luggage and you can take in a piece of hand luggage as well. OK, right.
So thank you very much for joining. Like I said, there are people asking me if I can send. The ehic card links I will do that.
I'll send that out generally to everybody.
So if you've already got it, I do apologise, but if I send it out to the whole group, you will all have access to it. When I ordered my ehic card because I couldn't find, I couldn't find my one. It literally came to me in three days. But.
I have been told you'll need to wait anywhere up to a fortnight or three weeks, even in some cases, so I will send that link out ready for you for Monday, OK?
Properties of the slides we can be provided as well.
I will have that on the.
I'll have that on the website for you to access.
The recommendation I gave earlier about spending money for students was anywhere from 100 to €200.
It's ultimately up to you as parents.
But I would.
But bear in mind, they're going to be about the only thing they're really going to need to buy is going to be their lunch every day for the four days, OK?
So 100 to 200.
Checking will happen when we get to the airport and we will do it all there if any child has got any medication. First aider is going to be Miss Venables and she will be the person who will be looking after that child's medication.
Let's say if you've put down that your child has asthma, for example, you must make sure that the asthma pump is there. Otherwise we won't be able to go unless you've got that OK.
Right. So if there are no more questions, then oops, yes. The visas have all been sorted.
OK, if there's any, if there's any new information then then you can you e-mail me the details.
Yeah. OK. Right.
So luggage, luggage and weight restriction on luggage you can bring, you'll have an item of hand luggage outside an item of hand luggage, like a backpack or a rucksack or something that you can take into the plane with you.
And you also. Yeah, baby luggage is 23 kilograms.
That's it.
So a case where no more than 23 kilograms is fine.
OK.
Right. OK.
So if you have any further questions, then by all means feel like I said, feel free to e-mail me.
I'm really looking forward to this trip.
I can't wait to take you round Berlin.
Kids, that is OK.
And yeah, it's going to be great.
So I'm really looking forward to it and I can't wait to can't wait to go, OK.
Thank you very much for joining me everybody and I'll make sure I'll let you know where you can access the slides, probably be on the on the web, on the website somewhere.
Thank you for joining me.
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