Year 11 History Blended Learning Booklet
Henry VIII and His Ministers 1509-1540

Aim to complete two lessons each week. Write out the title and LI and then complete the tasks. 
All video links are online using the ClassCharts link. 
Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback.
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Thomas Wolsey Knowledge Organiser Part 1Background
Thomas Wolsey came from a humble background. In Tudor England, the social hierarchy was rigid, and it was very difficult to move up. As the son of an Ipswich butcher he was not expected to achieve a great deal.
However, Wolsey received an excellent education and was able to gain a degree from Oxford at the age of 15. He studied to become a priest. He also oversaw a huge rebuilding project at the university. 
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[image: ]The Church
Wolsey was an important member of the clergy (religious leaders). He was made Archbishop of York in 1514, a cardinal in 1515 and Papal Legate in 1518. Being a Papal Legate was an extremely important job as Wolsey was the pope’s representative in England. He was now the most important religious individual in the country. 

Rise to the top
Wolsey’s rise to the top began in the first year of Henry’s reign. In 1509 he was made Royal Almoner. This role involved giving charity to the poor. Wolsey was now part of the Royal Council which meant he now had access to Henry and could build a personal relationship with him.
Henry saw Wolsey as the prefect person to organise his government. Henry was far more interested in jousting, hunting, and feasting. By 1512 Henry wanted an army to invade France and Wolsey was the perfect organiser. In the following year Wolsey ensured that the men were recruited, and they were well supplied. In 1513 Henry enjoyed success at the Battle of the Spurs. Wolsey had shown he was an efficient organiser. In 1515 Wolsey was made Lord Chancellor, he was now at the top of Henry’s government. 

[image: ]Life at the top
Wolsey was known as ‘Alter Rex’ which meant second king. Only Henry could overrule Wolsey. Wolsey had an annual income of £3,000 which is nearly £1 million today. He built palaces such as Hampton Court with his wealth. He had 500 servants for when he entertained the European elite. He funded artists and musicians. Wolsey had a big personality and could charm people with his wit and flattery. Anyone who challenged his position was quickly dealt with. 


Lesson One: Young Henry
LI: Identify the characteristics of Tudor England in 1509.
DART
The Tudor dynasty began with Henry VII after he defeated Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. Henry Tudor did not have the strongest claim to the throne, so he avoided war at all costs. War could encourage rebellion against him. He focused on consolidating the Tudor line. 
[image: ]Henry VII and Elizabeth of York were delighted when Arthur was born in 1485 as Henry VII now had an heir. In 1491 Henry was born and he was the spare. Spain was the most powerful country in the world, so Henry VII looked for an alliance. This alliance was secured in 1501 when Arthur married Catherine of Aragon who was a Spanish princess. Disaster struck after only five months of marriage when Arthur died of tuberculosis. 
Arthur’s death transformed Henry’s life as he was now the heir and had been used to a life surrounded by his mother and sisters. Now he was under his father’s instructions to remain at the Royal Court rather than become the Prince of Wales and travel to the Welsh marches. Henry VII thought his son should learn the practices of the Royal Court and make himself known among the nobility. 
[image: ]Henry was eighteen when his father died in 1509. He married his brother’s widow Catherine of Aragon to maintain the alliance with Spain. Henry was a young, athletic, and intelligent king. He spoke four languages and liked to surround himself with artists and intellectuals. Henry VII had left England in a stable state financially. Henry now reigned a country of 2.5 million people. Only 6% of people lived in towns and cities. The largest was London with 60,000 people. Henry’s aims as King: 
1.He wanted to decide on England’s policies and dictate this to his ministers.
2.He wanted to achieve glorious victories in battles abroad.
3.He wanted to create a magnificent royal court, through art, architecture, dress and entertainment.
4.He wanted to attract great men to his court, such as important scholars and artists.
5. Henry wanted to perform the traditional duties of a monarch including maintaining law and order, being a good servant to the Church and having a son to continue the royal line.


Key Questions
1. Why did Henry VII try to avoid war?
2. Why was Henry not trained to be a king during his childhood?
3. How did Arthur’s death transform Henry’s life?
4. Why was Henry not made Prince of Wales?
5. Which aim do you think was most important to Henry in 1509?

Lesson Two: The Rise of Thomas Wolsey
[image: ]LI: Explain why Wolsey was able to rise to Henry’s Lord Chancellor.

Key vocabulary
Lord Chancellor-The most important role in Henry’s government. Advised Henry on all matters.
Archbishop of York-The second most important religious position in England after the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
Almoner-In charge of giving charity to the poor.
Watch the videos and take notes on how Wolsey rose in Henry’s government and the Church. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjw0SLOPW-0 
https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12337 Exam question 12 marks-3 paragraphs-Use the knowledge organiser on Wolsey. Make sure you use the key vocabulary too. 
Explain why Thomas Wolsey rose to power in Henry’s government.
•	Organisation of Henry’s government
•	Role in the Church
•	Organising Henry’s expedition to France



Lesson Three: Wolsey reforms
LI: To explain how Wolsey took on the English nobility
Before Wolsey became Lord Chancellor, the English legal system favoured those with the most money and influence. Wolsey wanted to support the poor in their cases against the rich. Wolsey main aim was to prove that nobody was above the law. 
[image: Image.jpeg]In 1516, Wolsey brough Henry Percy was sent to prison for breaking the law. Percy was part of the nobility as the Earl of Northumberland. This demonstrated that Wolsey was prepared to bring people to justice no matter how much money or influence they had. Wolsey used the Star Chamber as a Royal Court. He was criticised by some for setting out to get revenge on the upper classes rather than genuinely caring about the cases of the poor. 
The most famous example of Wolsey getting revenge on the upper classes who had looked down on him was his punishment of Sir Amyas Paulet. Years before Paulet had Wolsey put in the stocks. Now Wolsey was Lord Chancellor he made up a charge against Paulet and forced him to come to court everyday for five years or risk losing all his property. 









Key Questions
1. Why was the English legal system unfair?
2. Why was the arrest of Sir Henry Percy significant?
3. Why did Wolsey’s reforms anger many of the nobility? 


Enclosures
Enclosures were used to fence off land which could be used for sheep rearing. This practice was seen as greedy and many poor people were affected. 
This development affected rural areas significantly as farmers were forced off their land and villagers could not use the common land for their animals.
[image: ]Once again, Wolsey fought for the rights of the poor and took 260 landowners to court in 1517. Wolsey made many enemies and in 1523 he stopped investigating landowners as they put pressure on him to stop.
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Finance
One of Wolsey’s greatest challenges was to provide Henry with the money he needed to win wars abroad. Henry had an income £110,000 a year but this was nowhere near the income of his rivals Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire and Francis I of France. Wolsey came up with a new tax system. The old system of fifteenths and tenths was not enough. Fiftheenths-People in rural areas were charged tax on their possessions, e.g. furniture or livestock. The tax was 1/15 of their value. 
Tenths-People in urban areas were charged tax on their possessions e.g. furniture or livestock. The tax was 1/10 of their value. 
Subsidy-The new tax that Wolsey created. 

Wolsey created a completely new tax called the subsidy which was based upon how much people earned. The more people earned the more tax they paid. This is very similar to the system we use today. This was a hugely successful tax for Henry and Wolsey as it brought in £170,000 between 1513 and 1516. These taxes did put extra pressure on the Tudor population as they had less to spend on food. Henry spent £1.4 million on war between 1511 and 1525. Richer people were forced to loan Henry money, and this was often not paid back. 

Lesson Four: The Amicable Grant and Eltham Ordinances
LI: To explain why the Amicable Grant was not successful and how the Eltham Ordinances enrages the nobility.
[image: Image.jpeg]



















Reactions to the Amicable Grant
The reactions to the Amicable Grant were greeted with anger. Commissioners were sent be Henry to collect tax from around the country. Many people said they had no money to pay this extra tax. In Lavenham, Suffolk 10,000 people protested and made their anger clear to the king. 
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Key Questions
1. Why was the Amicable Grant a great risk for Wolsey and Henry VIII?
2. Why was the Amicable Grant a failure for Henry?
3. Why did the Amicable Grant put Wolsey in danger?



The Eltham Ordinances 1526
Thomas Wolsey wanted to reform the King’s household. Hundreds of people used Henry’s court and Wolsey wanted to improve the behaviour of people and save money for the king. 
He introduced the following rules:
· Servants who were sick or not needed were laid off
· Many people were denied expesnses for fuel, drink, food and lodgings
· Dog were banned to promote cleanliness in Henry’s court.
The most important change was Wolsey cutting Henry’s privy chamber from 12 men to 6. This side lined his political opponents and ensured that he had even more time to influence the king. 













Take the test on Senaca to rate your learning on Wolsey’s reforms. Use Google Chrome. 
https://app.senecalearning.com/classroom/course/6d52b686-09fc-4d64-84cc-7a33dcf942cc/section/03809819-90d5-4ea5-8383-bc2938558bf3/session 
Lesson Five: Wolsey’s foreign policy
Under Henry England could not compete with France and the Holy Roman Empire (Habsburg). Under Charles V the Holy Roman Empire included a large area of Central Europe. Charles V was also the King of Spain. 
[image: Image.jpeg]Henry gave Wolsey the task of trying to improve England’s reputation on the European stage. 
Charles V
· Ruler of the Holy Roman Empire and Spain.
· Spain conquered land in Central and South America which led to huge wealth.
· Population of 23 million.
· Huge army which he could call upon
· Income of £560,000 a year (5x as much as Henry)
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[image: ]Francis I
· Rival of Charles V
· Population 15 million
· Income £350,000 a year
· Fought Charles V over Northern Italy which was a very wealthy area. 

[image: ]Henry VIII
· Wanted to win glorious victories abroad. 
· Claimed he was the true King of France and wanted to repeat Henry V’s victories.
· Would have to support Francis I or Charles V if he wanted to gain glory and respect.
· Population £2.75m
· Royal income: £110,000



Watch the GCSE Pod Video about Henry’s foreign policy and take notes. 
https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12337/75893 Key Questions-Use the video and the timeline on the next page to answer these questions. 
1. Why was Henry’s victory at the Battle of the Spurs in 1513 exaggerated?
2. Why could Henry VIII not achieve victories abroad without an alliance?
3. Was the Field of Cloth of Gold a success for Henry?
4. Why were the English army forced to return home from France in 1523?
5. Why was the Battle of Pavia 1525 significant?
6. How did Wolsey’s relations with Charles V change after 1525?






Wolsey’s foreign policy timeline
1513 The Battle of the Spurs-Henry launched a campaign in Northern France and won the two towns of Tournai and Thérouanne. Wolsey was praised for organising the army. Henry boasted of this great victory but in reality, the towns were not very important, and the invasion cost a lot of money. 
1518 The Treaty of London-This was an opportunity to bring the major European leaders together for a ‘universal peace’. It was a great success for Wolsey as it brought prestige to Henry VIII who was viewed as a great European peacemaker. 
1520 The Field of Cloth of Gold-Henry and Francis I met in Northern France. Both wanted to show off their wealth. The field in which the met was full of golden tents where the nobility stayed. There were two weeks of feasting, jousting, and partying. Henry and Francis even wrestled. The event did not lead to any peace agreements and within two years England and France were at war. 
1522-25 War with France
Francis I declared war on Charles V in 1521 but Henry VIII waited until 1522 before declaring war on France. England was the junior partner in the alliance with 	Spain. In 1523, an English invasion of France was launched under the leadership of the Duke of Suffolk. Initially it went well but as the English began its advance on Paris the troops Charles V had promised failed to arrive. The Duke of Suffolk was forced to retreat and the money spent on forming an army had been wasted.
1525 Battle of Pavia
Charles V attacked the French in Northern Italy at Pavia. The French army was destroyed, and Francis I was taken prisoner. Henry and Wolsey saw their chance and suggested that France be split between Henry and Charles V. Henry would then be able to take the French crown. Charles completely ignored this idea and singed a peace treaty with France in 1525.
Results-Charles did not view Henry as an equal ally, the wars had cost Henry £430,000 but he had not gained land and it hurt his popularity with the English population. 
1525 The Treaty of More
This treaty brought peace between France and England. Henry gave up his claim to the French throne in return for an annual payment.
1529 The Treaty of Cambrai
Francis I made peace with Charles V. Wolsey was not involved in the negotiations and found out last minute. It was clear that England was not viewed as a major European power. 



Lesson Six: Catherine of Aragon and the Annulment
LI: Identify the causes of Henry’s divorce from Catherine of Aragon
By 1527, Henry VIII was in love with Anne Boleyn. He had been married to Catherine of Aragon for two decades and she had not produced a male heir. Catherine had been pregnant six times but only one child, Mary, survived. 
Henry looked to Wolsey to get him an annulment from Pope Clement VII. An annulment was different to a divorce as it declared that the marriage was never valid. 
https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12337/75894Key Questions
1. Who had Catherine of Aragon been married to before Henry?
2. What did Henry think the lack of a male heir was a sign for?
3. Why was Wolsey in a good position to get an annulment from Pope Clement VII?



As time went on it was clear that Pope Clement VII was not going to grant Henry an annulment. He was under significant influence from Charles V who was Catherine’s nephew. Catherine did not want an annulment as she would not be Queen of England.
Wolsey tried to use the Bible to argue Henry’s case. There was a part of Leviticus (a book of the bible) that said the Pope should never have agreed to marry Henry VIII and Catherine of Aragon. This was not a strong argument as Catherine’s supporters argued back with a passage from another book in the Bible, Deuteronomy. This passage said that a man could marry his brother’s widow and have children with her. Key Questions continued
4. Who did the Pope send to England to investigate the annulment?
5. Why the case for the annulment fail? 
6. How did the failure to get an annulment affect Wolsey?


With the failure to get an annulment Wolsey had failed Henry. The king started to question his chief minister for the first time. Many in Henry’s court wanted to see Wolsey fail because of his low birth status and his scheming to side-line political opponents. 




https://members.gcsepod.com/shared/podcasts/title/12337/75894 
Watch from 2:20-Complete the spider diagram
Causes of Wolsey’s Fall
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£25,000in 1515.

Figure 1.4 The ways in which Wolsey raised money.

The Amicable Grant, 1525

Reasons for the Amicable Grant

The king of France was spectacularly defeated by

Charles V and captured in 1525 (see page 25). Because

of this, Henry VIl wanted to seize the opportunity

to invade France when it was at its most vulnerable.
England had used up most of its money in a failed
invasion of France in 1523 (see page 25). So, having
already demanded various forced loans and subsidies
in the period 1522-24, Wolsey looked for new ways to
raise funds. His solution was to impose a new direct tax

without gaining the approval of parliament.

This was a potentially dangerous move. One of
parliament’s main roles was to make sure the king did

not tax the country too hard: both the fifteenths and
tenths and subsidy were all granted by parliament. If
parliament was ignored, or not consulted on matters
of taxation, there was the risk of rebellion against the

king’s rule.
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The King of France, Francis | (1515-47),
ruled a large and powerful kingdom.

In the early 140 France was a much
smaller kingdom because the English
had conquered much of northern
France. By the 1450s, England had lost
those lands and the kings of France
had steadily rebuilt and extended their
territory. Francis | was now fighting
Emperor Charles V and the main war
zone was northern ltaly where both
rulers hoped to gain wealthy territories.
® Population: 15 million

® Royal income: £350,000 per year
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