
1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Name …………………………. 

Form    …………….. 

Class Teacher …………………. 

Stewards Academy 

Year 11 Spanish 

Spring 2 Blended Learning 

Booklet 

 

De costumbre 

Hacía un mundo mejor  



2 

 

 

CONTENTS PAGE 

YEAR 11 SPANISH 

SPRING 2 BLENDED LEARNING BOOKLET LEARNING OVERVIEW 

De costumbre/Hacía un mundo mejor 

PAGE TITLE LEARNING INTENTION PAGE NUMBER  

Big Picture – Year 11 Spanish  4 

Zoom In – Year 11 Spanish Spring 

2 

 5 

Lesson 1 – De costumbre – Reading Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

reading skills by completing a range of 

GCSE reading questions on the topic of 

De costumbre  

 

6 

Lesson 2 – De costumbre – Reading Objetivo: To continue to practise and 

develop our reading skills by completing 

a range of GCSE reading questions on 

the topic of De costumbre  

 

9 

Lesson 3 – De costumbre – 

Translation (Spanish – English) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

translation skills from French to English 

on the topic of De costumbre  

 

12 

Lesson 4 – De costumbre – 

Translation (English - Spanish) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

translation skills from English to French 

on the topic of De costumbre  

 

14 

Lesson 5 – De costumbre – 

Listening 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

listening skills on the topic of De 

costumbre using This Is Language   

 

16 

Lesson 6 – De costumbre – Writing 

(Foundation)  

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

writing skills on the topic of De 

costumbre (Foundation)   

 

17 

Lesson 7 – De costumbre – Writing 

(Higher) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

writing skills on the topic of De 

costumbre (Higher)   

 

20 

Lesson 8 – Hacía un mundo mejor– 

Reading 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

reading skills by completing a range of 

GCSE reading questions on the topic of 

Hacía un mundo mejor 

22 



3 

 

Lesson 9 -Hacía un mundo mejor-

Reading 

Objetivo: To continue to practise and 

develop our reading skills by completing 

a range of GCSE reading questions on 

the topic of intereses e influencias 

 

25 

Lesson 10 - -Hacía un mundo 

mejor- Translation (Spanish – 

English) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

translation skills from French to English 

on the topic of intereses e influencias 

 

28 

Lesson 11-Hacía un mundo mejor-

Translation (English - Spanish) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

translation skills from English to French 

on the topic of intereses e influencias 

 

30 

Lesson 12- -Hacía un mundo 

mejor- Listening 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

listening skills on the topic of Hacía un 

mundo mejorusing This Is Language   

 

32 

Lesson 13- -Hacía un mundo 

mejor- Writing (Foundation)  

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

writing skills on the topic of Hacía un 

mundo mejor(Foundation)   

 

34 

Lesson 14 - -Hacía un mundo 

mejor- Writing (Higher) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our 

writing skills on the topic of Hacía un 

mundo mejor(Higher)   

 

36 

Knowledge Organiser – De 

costumbre  

 38 

Knowledge Organiser – ¡A currar 

 

 40 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 

 

Module 7, De costumbre - Lesson 1: 

De costumbre – Reading   

Objetivo: To practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of GCSE reading 

questions on the topic of De costumbre 

 
GCSE READING TIPS:  

- read the text before the question  

- highlight/underline key vocabulary and annotate it in English  

- try to identify tenses within the text 

- read the question, due to annotating the text it should be quick to scan for the correct 

answer  

- make sure you double check your answers to make sure you’re not falling for a 

distractor  

 

 

Activity 1 – La Feria de La 

Chorrera, a festival in Panama 

Your friends are going to the 

festival. Read their Facebook 

posts. 

Write the letter of the correct 

person in each box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1 Who thinks that the festival can be scary? 
 

(1) 

  

2 Who gets fed up when deciding what to do at the festival? 
 

(1) 

  

3 Who is pleased that there are activities for all age groups? 
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Activity 2  - Una página web. 

Vas de vacaciones a México con tu familia y buscas información en internet sobre lo que 
podréis hacer allí. 

  

 

Las celebraciones de Carnaval en México 

En México, el Carnaval es una fiesta popular que se celebra mucho, 
sobre todo en los pueblos de la costa. Sin embargo, cada pueblo lo 
festeja a su manera, aun los más pequeños. Tiene lugar a fines del 
invierno. Hay muchas formas diferentes de celebrarlo, por ejemplo, 
con procesiones y bailes tradicionales, pero lo más popular son los 
combates de flores. 

En algunos sitios se queman figuras grandes que representan a 
gente famosa como políticos, futbolistas e incluso criminales. En 
Xalapa, el año pasado, se prendió fuego a unas estrellas del cine. 
Hacen esto para indicar el comienzo de un año nuevo. 

Contesta a los preguntas en español. 

Ejemplo 

¿En qué parte de México se celebra el Carnaval con más entusiasmo? 

      en los pueblos de la costa       

1       ¿Cuándo se celebra el Carnaval? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

(1) 

2       ¿Cuál es la actividad preferida durante el Carnaval? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

(1) 

3       ¿Qué quemaron en Xalapa el año pasado? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

(1) 

Activity 3 -  
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Activity 4 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 5 –  
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Module 7, De costumbre - Lesson 2: 

De costumbre  – Reading   

Objetivo: To continue to practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of 

GCSE reading questions on the topic of De costumbre  

 

Activity 1 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Activity 2 –  
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Activity 3-  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4 –  
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Activity 5 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 6- Eleonor’s thoughts on marriage 

  

En febrero mis padres celebraron sus veinticinco años de casados con una fiesta en casa. Magnífico, 
¿no? Esto me hizo pensar en el matrimonio. 
 
Todos los invitados llevaban muchos años juntos; ningún divorciado, ninguna separación y la única 
soltera era mi tía Carolina. Es obvio que la generación de mis padres valora mucho el matrimonio. 
Los jóvenes de mi generación pensamos que vivir juntos está más de moda y afortunadamente mis 
padres están de acuerdo con mi decisión de compartir un apartamento con mi novio. En eso son 
comprensivos. 
 
Eleonor 

(a)     What exactly did Eleonor’s parents celebrate? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

(b)     Why was Carolina the odd one out at the celebration? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

(c)     What decision has Eleonor made that her parents agree with? 

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Module 7, De costumbre- Lesson 3: 

De costumbre – Translation (Spanish – English)    

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from Spanish to English on the topic 

of De costumbre 

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your reading paper. You will have to translate a short paragraph from Spanish into English. 

This is on both the foundation and higher paper. We are going to focus on these translations 

in this lesson.  
 

Spanish – English Translation Tips  

• Reading for gist. – read the whole passage first before you start translating it in order to 

establish the general meaning, even if you know that there are some words you don’t recognise 

or cannot immediately translate 

• Annotate the translation with the words you do know, and underline any you don’t know before 

you start translating.  

• If there is a word you don’t know in a sentence, try to make an informed guess. Ask yourself 

what makes sense in the context of the rest of the text.  

• Pay attention to time indicators and your grammatical knowledge to work out the tense of a 

sentence 

• Look for cognates (words which are very similar in both languages) 

• Pay attention for False Friends! These are words which look similar to English but have totally 

different meanings:  

Read these 3 sentences in French:  

Voy a la librería. Estoy embarazada. Es emocionante.  

If you think about cognates, you might have tried the following:  

I go to the library.  I am embarrassed. It’s emotional.  

All three would be wrong! The correct translations are:  

I go to the bookshop. I am pregnant. It’s exciting.  

• Think about whether what you have translated makes sense in English! This is one of the 

biggest losses of marks in the reading exam, use your common sense! Remember that the word 

order is often different in Spanish.  

 

Translate the texts below into English using the tips above: 

 

Activity 1 –  

 

A mí me encanta salir a cenar. El sábado pasado visitamos por primera vez 

este restaurante. Mi compañero pidió merluza pero el camarero nos trajo 

cerdo. Además, era muy maleducado y yo no aguanté su actitud. Lo peor 

era que se equivocó cuando nos dio la cuenta. ¡Nunca volveré allí! 
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Activity 2 – 

 
El Correfoc se celebra en otoño en Cataluña. Muchas personas se disfrazan de demonios 

y desfilan por las calles corriendo, bailando y saltando entre fuegos artificiales. Algunas 

personas, sobre todo los padres, se han quejado de esta tradición porque dicen que es 

muy peligrosa. Las autoridades deberían hacer más para proteger a sus hijos, pero tienen 

cada vez menos dinero para la seguridad.  

 

 

Activity 3 – 

  

Ricky Martin es un buen modelo a seguir ya que lucha contra la pobreza y por los 

derechos de los homosexuales. Además, ha hablado abiertamente de su 

sexualidad, inspirando a muchos jóvenes. Ha hecho mucho para combatir la 

injusticia y quiere que el matrimonio gay sea legal en su proprio país.  
 

Activity 4 –  

 

La paella es el plato más conocido de España, pero si preguntaras a muchos 

españoles no sabrían su origen. La paella fue inventada hace mucho tiempo por la 

gente que vivía en el campo y sigue siendo popular en los hogares españoles. 

Además, podemos comerla en todos los sitios turísticos de España.  
 

 

Activity 5 – 

  

Mi amiga Lucía fue de compras, ya que sus padres le regalaron mil euros para su 

cumpleanos. A lucía le encanta estar a la moda, y por eso se compró un anillo que 

era muy caro. Lucía había gastado un montón de dinero cuando salío de la 

joyeríá. Me dijo que cuando tenga dieciocho años pedirá más dinero. 
 

Activity 6 

 

Acabo de pasar cuatro días en Festival de Benicassim, donde vi muchas de mis 

bandas favoritas. Soy un fanático de la música indie, y por eso fue una 

experiencia inolvidable. Decidí acampar porque era más barato - ¡aunque no era 

muy cómodo! Después de llegar al festival, montamos la tienda. Por desgracia, 

tuve un accidente. Me corté la mano y tuve que ir al hospital para ver un médico. 

¡Qué tonto! Volvería a esta festival el año proximo, sería increíble.  
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Module 7, De costumbre - Lesson 4: 

De costumbre – Translation  (English to Spanish) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from English to Spanish on the topic 

of De costumbre   

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your writing paper. For this translation, you will need to translate from English into Spanish. 

For the foundation paper, this will take the form of 5 short sentences that you will need to 

translate. For the higher paper, it will be a paragraph of similar length to the translations 

for the reading paper. Try to complete all of the translations in this lesson regardless of 

whether they are foundation or higher.  
 

 

English – Spanish Translation Tips  

• Break down the sentence into clauses (different sections). ... 

• Identify the connectives. 

• Identify the verbs and tenses. 

• Annotate vocabulary. 

• Have a go at putting it into the target language. 

• Check the spelling of the verbs and word order – remember that literal, “word for 
word” translations don't usually work. 

• Build up your bank of little words, which you are likely to need in translations for 
example, intensifiers (quite – bastante, very – muy)  

• Learn common time and frequency phrases (mañana – tomorrow, a veces – 
sometimes)  

• Remember your word order – In Spanish they say a cat black rather than a black cat 

• Think about adjectival agreement – adjectives need to agree in gender and number 
uno gato negro– a black cat    dos gatos negros – 2 black cats 

Una falda negra – a black skirt  dos faldas negras – 2 black skirts 

 

Activity 1 – Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translation  

 

1. I have breakfast in the kitchen 

2. I never eat fast food 

3. We buy vegetables at the market 
4. I prefer to drink orange juice because it’s healthy  
5. We went to a restaurant last weekend.  
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Activity 2 –  

 

1. I I usually have cereal and orange juice for breakfast.  
2. At Christmas we get up very early and we open the presents.  
3. Last year I went to the festival in Seville and we saw a bull fight.  
4. In Spain they eat twelve grapes at midnight on New Year’s Eve.  
5. I would like to go to Mexico and celebrate the day of the dead. 

 
Activity 3 -  
Translate the following sentences into Spanish 

 

1. Usually I get up early, have a shower and then I have breakfast.  

2. I spent the weekend at a music festival where I saw my favourite singer. 

3. I think that traditions are an important part of our culture.  

4. We usually spend Christmas at my parents’ house and my mum prepares the 

dinner.  

5. This summer I am going to go to a music festival in Barcelona and we are going 

to camp. 
 

Activity 4 –  

 

Last year I spent Christmas with my boyfriend and his family in Spain. It was 

different to my normal Christmas. Normally we get up early and open our 

presents but last year we opened the presents after dinner. Instead of turkey 

we ate fish and we sang Christmas carols.  

 

Activity 5 –  

 

I have always wanted to go to a festival but my parents say that I am too young. 
However, next year after the exams I am going to go to Reading festival with my 
friends. Even though it is expensive we are going to camp for four days. I am 
looking forward to seeing so many great bands. 
 

Activity 6  –  

Usually I get up early, have a shower and then have toast with apple juice for 

breakfast. However, this morning I woke up late. I had to leave the house 

without eating and so now I’m hungry. I’m going to have fish and chips for lunch. 

I love seafood and my favourite dish is paella.  
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Module 7, De costumbre - Lesson 5:  

De costumbre  – Listening 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our listening skills on the topic of De costumbre  using This Is 

Language   

 

Login to This Is Language and complete all videos listed below. Do this by following the link, or typing 

the ID of the video into the search bar. 

 

If you have forgotten your login details for This Is Language, please contact your class teacher using 

the messaging system on Class Charts.  

 

Las fiestas  ID 5048 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5048 

Las fiestas  ID 4954 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/4954  

¿Cuáles son las principales festividades en tu país y cuándo ocurren? ID 9655 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9655  

¿Cuáles son las principales festividades en tu país y cuándo ocurren? ID 9635 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9635 

¿Cuáles son las principales festividades en tu país y cuándo ocurren? ID 9907 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9907  

Describe una tradición o costumbre de tu país. ¿Tu/tu familia/tus amigos la hacen?  ID 9758 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9758  

Describe una tradición o costumbre de tu país. ¿Tu/tu familia/tus amigos la hacen?  ID 9926 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9926  

¿Qué hiciste durante durante las vacaciones de Navidad?  ID 1274 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1274  

¿Qué hiciste durante durante las vacaciones de Navidad?  ID 931 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/931  

Describe tu rutina diaria  ID 1216 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1216  

Describe tu rutina diaria  ID 1247 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1247  

¿Cuál es tu comida preferida? ID 1026 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1026  

¿Qué haces cuando no te sientes bien? ID 1584 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1584  

¿Qué haces cuando no te sientes bien? ID 5151 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5151  

¿Qué ocurrió la última vez que te hiciste daño haciendo una actividad?  ID 902 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/902  

 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5048
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/4954
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9655
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9635
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9907
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9758
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9926
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1274
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/931
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1216
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1247
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1026
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1584
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5151
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/902
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Module 7, De costumbre - Lesson 6: 

De costumbre – Writing (Foundation)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of De costumbre 
 

Even if you intend on taking the higher writing paper, please ensure that you complete all activities in 

this lesson as they will be beneficial in developing your writing skills.  

 

The Foundation writing paper is made up of 4 questions: describing a photo; 40 word task; 5 

translation sentences (we practiced this in lesson 7) and a 90 word task.  

 

Describing a photo 
Similarly to your speaking exam, you will need to write 4 sentences in Spanish to describe a photo. It 

is best to try and keep these as SIMPLE as possible, i.e hay una familia– there is a family. Don’t try 

to overcomplicate on this section, as you will lose marks for any mistakes and you won’t gain any more 

marks for giving a detailed answer. 

 

Complete the video on Guided Writing – Foundation on Oak National Academy:  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-foundation-

70r64d?step=2&activity=video  

Activity 1 - Write 4 sentences about this photo in Spanish  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 – Write 4 sentences about this photo in Spanish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-foundation-70r64d?step=2&activity=video
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-foundation-70r64d?step=2&activity=video
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40 word task 
There will only be one option for this task. For your 40 word task, you will be given four bullet points. 

These are often made up of 1 or 2 words. All you have to do to get near to full marks for this 

question, is to write a D.O.R.C sentence about each of the bullet points. Even if you can’t work out 

what one of the bullet points means, write it in a D.O.R.C sentence and it will most likely make sense 

and get you the marks! Make sure to use a variety of opinions, so saying you like something, but you 

dislike the other bullet point.  

 

For example –  

The bullet point is: el colegio  

Translate the bullet point to English – school  

Write a D.O.R.C sentence – Diría que me gusta el colegio porque es fenomenal  

 

Activity 3 – write a 40 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 

 
Tu amigo español te ha preguntado sobre las fiestas en tu país. Escríbele sobre tu cumpleaños.  

Menciona: 

• Tu cumpleaños   

• Qué haces 

• Los regalos  

• Qué comes 

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 

 

 

Activity 4 – write a 40 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 

 
Tu amigo español te ha preguntado sobre las fiestas en tu país. Escríbele sobre la navidad.  

Menciona: 

• Una fiesta inglesa    

• La comida 

• Los regalos  

• Las actividades 

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 
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90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.   

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (diría que  – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

Activity 5 – write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 6 – write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 
Acabas de pasar tus vacaciones en España. Escríbele una carta a tu amiga española. 

Menciona: 

•        qué hiciste en España 

•        las fiestas que celebran en España  

•        la comida española 

•        por qué son importantes las fiestas. 

Escribe aproximadamente 90 palabras en español. Responde a todos los aspectos de la pregunta. 
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Module 7, De costumbre - Lesson 7: 

De costumbre – Writing (Higher)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of De costumbre  

 

Even if you intend on taking the foundation paper, please complete all activities in this lesson for 

practice.  

 

In the higher paper, there are 3 questions: 90 word task; 150 word task and to translate a short 

paragraph from English to French (we have already practiced these in lesson 7).  

 

90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.  

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (je dirais que – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

 
Complete the video on Guided Writing – Higher on Oak National Academy:  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-higher-60u68d  

 

Activity 1 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-higher-60u68d
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150 word task 
You will need to choose between two 150 word tasks. Only complete one of them. There will only be 

two bullet points, but you will need to write a detailed and informative response to each bullet point. 

Try to use as many tenses as you can and higher level language (for example subjunctive)  

TIPS 

· Mention all of the bullet points, tick them off as you do, you don’t need to write the same amount 

about each one. 

· Keep your response really relevant- don’t just waffle on about anything you know related to the 

topic, make sure you answer and respond to the bullet point. 

· Develop and justify and explain your opinions, giving examples wherever possible. 

· Once you have written a sentence read back through it and make sure it actually makes sense/ the 

message comes across. If not simplify or shorten it. 

· Identify which bullet points target the different time frames/ tenses and check that your verb 

formation is accurate. 

· In some cases, the language used in the bullet point can be manipulated to help you write a 

successful response.  

· Go for fewer, more impressive sentences featuring complex opinions, accurate verbs, developed 

opinions and connectives rather than writing lots of simpler sentences just to fill the pages. 

· Vary your language where possible and aim for - COMPARATIVES, REASONS, OPINIONS, 

INTENSIFIERS,SOPHISTICATED STRUCTURES,SUBORDINATE CLAUSES (extra 

bits),ADVERBS,NEGATIVES,TENSES.  

Activity 1  - write a 150 word response to this task: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2  - write a 150 word response to this task: 

Tu amiga española quiere saber todo sobre como celebraste tu cumpleaños. Escríbela un email. 

• describe tu cumpleaños – ¿Qué hiciste? y ¿Qué comiste?  

• ¿Qué regalos recibiste?  – ¿que sería tu regalo ideal?  

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en español. Responde a los dos aspectos de la pregunta. 
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Module 8, Hacía un mundo mejor - Lesson 8: 

Hacía un mundo mejor – Reading   

Objetivo: To practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of GCSE reading 

questions on the topic of Hacía un mundo mejor 

 
GCSE READING TIPS:  

- read the text before the question  

- highlight/underline key vocabulary and annotate it in English  

- try to identify tenses within the text 

- read the question, due to annotating the text it should be quick to scan for the correct 

answer  

- make sure you double check your answers to make sure you’re not falling for a 

distractor  

Activity 1 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 –  
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Activity 3 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 5 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4 –  
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Activity 6 –  
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Module 8, Hacía un mundo mejor - Lesson 9: 

Hacía un mundo mejor – Reading   

Objetivo: To continue to practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of 

GCSE reading questions on the topic of Hacía un mundo mejor  

 

Activity 1 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 –  
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Activity 3 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4 –  
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Activity 5 – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 6 -  
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Module 8, Hacía un mundo mejor - Lesson 10: 
Hacía un mundo mejor  – Translation (Spanish – English)    

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from Spanish to English on the topic 

of Hacía un mundo mejor  

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your reading paper. You will have to translate a short paragraph from Spanish into English. 

This is on both the foundation and higher paper. We are going to focus on these translations 

in this lesson.  
 

Spanish – English Translation Tips  

• Reading for gist. – read the whole passage first before you start translating it in order to 

establish the general meaning, even if you know that there are some words you don’t recognise 

or cannot immediately translate 

• Annotate the translation with the words you do know, and underline any you don’t know before 

you start translating.  

• If there is a word you don’t know in a sentence, try to make an informed guess. Ask yourself 

what makes sense in the context of the rest of the text.  

• Pay attention to time indicators and your grammatical knowledge to work out the tense of a 

sentence 

• Look for cognates (words which are very similar in both languages) 

• Pay attention for False Friends! These are words which look similar to English but have totally 

different meanings:  

Read these 3 sentences in French:  

Voy a la librería. Estoy embarazada. Es emocionante.  

If you think about cognates, you might have tried the following:  

I go to the library.  I am embarrassed. It’s emotional.  

All three would be wrong! The correct translations are:  

I go to the bookshop. I am pregnant. It’s exciting.  

• Think about whether what you have translated makes sense in English! This is one of the 

biggest losses of marks in the reading exam, use your common sense! Remember that the word 

order is often different in Spanish.  

 

Translate the texts below into English using the tips above: 

 

Activity 1  -  

 
Marco está en ruta hacía Bolivia. Solicitó un trabajo como voluntario en un orfanato, donde va a pasar seis 
meses. ¡Tiene muchas ganas de empezar a trabajar con los niños! Piensa que el voluntariado ofrece 
muchos beneficios, sobre todo la oportunidad de ayudar a los demás. Ganará mucha experiencia, y 
después todovía tendrá tiempo suficiente para explorar Sudamérica.  
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Activity 2 –  

 

La sequía es uno de los problemas medioambientales más serios de nuestro mundo. 

Para informar a la gente, la semana pasada organizamos un festival de música. Muchos 

músicos y cantantes participaron. Fue genial.  

 

Activity 3 –  

 

Me encanta escuchar música porque es relajante cuando tengo mucho estrés. Ayer 

escuché una canción sobre la gente que vive en la calle. Voy a mandar el vídeo a un 

amigo que trabaja con los pobres. 

 

Activity 4 –  

 

En Madrid en verano hace mucho calor y eso afecta a muchas personas. El año pasado, 

murieron más de cien personas a causa del calor. También había mucha contaminación 

por los coches. Va a ser peor en el futuro.  

 

 

Activity 5 –  

 

Hace más de cuarenta años, un pequeño grupo de médicos y periodistas fundó la 

organización humanitaria ‘Médicos sin fronteras’. Ayudan a la gente que es victima de 

catástrofes, como inundaciones o terremotos. Ha hecho más de un millón de consultas 

médicas este año y se estima que habrá más en el futuro.  

 

Activity 6 –  

El año pasado hubo una gran inundación en mi pueblo. Una noche, estaba durmiendo y 

de repente me desperté porque el agua estaba entrando en mi habitación. Tuve miedo. 

Para ayudar a las victimas de este desastre natural, hay que recaudar fondos y se 

debería solicitar donativos de otros países. 

 

 

Activity 7 –  

Mi padre decidió comprar contenedores para separar la basura en casa. Siempre 

hemos querido hacerlo y aprovecharemos la oportunidad para ser una familia ecológica. 

Sin embargo, el pasado jueves mi padre se enfadó porque mi hermano no se había 

acordado de utilizar los contenedores. Dijo que estaba demasiado ocupado. En el 

futuro tendrá que acodarse.  
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Module 8, Hacía un mundo mejor  - Lesson 11: 
Hacía un mundo mejor  – Translation  (English to Spanish) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from English to Spanish on the topic 

of Hacía un mundo mejor    

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your writing paper. For this translation, you will need to translate from English into Spanish. 

For the foundation paper, this will take the form of 5 short sentences that you will need to 

translate. For the higher paper, it will be a paragraph of similar length to the translations 

for the reading paper. Try to complete all of the translations in this lesson regardless of 

whether they are foundation or higher.  
 

 

English – Spanish Translation Tips  

• Break down the sentence into clauses (different sections). ... 

• Identify the connectives. 

• Identify the verbs and tenses. 

• Annotate vocabulary. 

• Have a go at putting it into the target language. 

• Check the spelling of the verbs and word order – remember that literal, “word for 
word” translations don't usually work. 

• Build up your bank of little words, which you are likely to need in translations for 
example, intensifiers (quite – bastante, very – muy)  

• Learn common time and frequency phrases (mañana – tomorrow, a veces – 
sometimes)  

• Remember your word order – In Spanish they say a cat black rather than a black cat 

• Think about adjectival agreement – adjectives need to agree in gender and number 
uno gato negro– a black cat    dos gatos negros – 2 black cats 

Una falda negra – a black skirt  dos faldas negras – 2 black skirts 

 

Activity 1 – Foundation 

 

1. The poor man lives in the street 
2. I always recycle. 

3. We must use public transport. 

4. There is a lot of poverty in my town. 

5. Don’t waste energy. 
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Activity 2 –  
 

1. The worst problem is the destruction of the environment 

2. I do charity work once a week 

3. Our planet is in danger 

4. Pollution is a serious problem 

5. Tomorrow I am going to start an online campaign against poverty 

Activity 3  -  

1. I like to help animals 

2. It is important to save water 

3. To help you can give money  

4. Yesterday I went to a charity shop and I bought a skirt 

5. Sometimes I give food to homeless people 

Activity 4  - 

I live in a big city and there is a lot of pollution. In order to save the planet, we should recycle and use 

public transport. At home I always separate the rubbish, turn off the lights and use plastic bags. I would like 

to work for a voluntary organisation like Greenpeace.  

 

Activity 5 –  

In many countries you have to pay for plastic bags in shops. When you go to the till the assistant will ask 

you if you need one. The campaign to reduce the number of plastic bags was successful in France. I would 

like to do more to help but I don’t know what I should do.  

Activity 6 -  

Many Mexican children are dying due to droughts. I had always wanted to help but I didn’t know what I 

could do. Last week I went to a music festival that was raising funds for children in danger in Mexico. The 

concert was a success and there will be another next year.  
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Module 8, Hacía un mundo mejor - Lesson 12: 

Hacía un mundo mejor – Listening     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our listening skills on the topic of Hacía un mundo mejor  using 

This Is Language   

 

Login to This Is Language and complete all videos listed below. Do this by following the link, or typing 

the ID of the video into the search bar.  

If you have forgotten your login details for This Is Language, please contact your class teacher using 

the messaging system on Class Charts.  
 

El medio ambiente   ID 2920 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2920  

 

¿Reciclas tu basura?  ID 3084 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/3084  

 

¿Reciclas tu basura?  ID 2788 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2788  

 

¿Hay problemas de polución en tu región? ¿Por qué? ID 1037 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1037  

 

¿Hay problemas de polución en tu región? ¿Por qué? ID 1287 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1287  

 

¿Qué soluciones habría a esto? ID 1225 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1225  

 

¿Qué tal los transportes públicos en tu región? ID 2961 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2961  

 

¿El desempleo es un problema para los jóvenes? ¿Por qué? ID 1420 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1420  

 

¿Alguna vez has hecho trabajo voluntario o de caridad?  ID 9784 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9784  

 

¿La indigencia es un problema en donde vives? ¿Por qué piensas que puede ser esto? ID 9779 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9779  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2920
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/3084
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2788
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1037
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1287
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1225
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2961
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1420
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9784
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9779
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Module 8, Hacía un mundo mejor - Lesson 13: 

Hacía un mundo mejor – Writing (Foundation)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of Hacía un mundo mejor 
 

Even if you intend on taking the higher writing paper, please ensure that you complete all activities in 

this lesson as they will be beneficial in developing your writing skills.  

 

The Foundation writing paper is made up of 4 questions: describing a photo; 40 word task; 5 

translation sentences (we practiced this in lesson 7) and a 90 word task.  

 

Describing a photo 
Similarly to your speaking exam, you will need to write 4 sentences in Spanish to describe a photo. It 

is best to try and keep these as SIMPLE as possible, i.e hay una familia– there is a family. Don’t try 

to overcomplicate on this section, as you will lose marks for any mistakes and you won’t gain any more 

marks for giving a detailed answer. 

 

Activity 1 – Write 4 sentences to describe this photo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Activity 2 – Write 4 sentences to describe this photo  
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40 word task 
There will only be one option for this task. For your 40 word task, you will be given four bullet points. 

These are often made up of 1 or 2 words. All you have to do to get near to full marks for this 

question, is to write a D.O.R.C sentence about each of the bullet points. Even if you can’t work out 

what one of the bullet points means, write it in a D.O.R.C sentence and it will most likely make sense 

and get you the marks! Make sure to use a variety of opinions, so saying you like something, but you 

dislike the other bullet point.  

 

For example –  

The bullet point is: el colegio   

Translate the bullet point to English – school  

Write a D.O.R.C sentence – diría que me gusta el colegio porque es fantástico. 
 

 

Activity 3 – write a 40 word response to the following task 

 

Tu amigo español te ha preguntado sobre donde vives. Escríbele sobre tu casa.  
Menciona: 

• habitaciones  

• tu dormitorio 

• lo que te gusta  

• lo que no te gusta 

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 

 

 
Activity 4 - write a 40 word response to the following task 
 

Lees un blog sobre cómo cuidar por el medio ambiente y se lo mandas a tu amigo español. 

Escríbele un mensaje 

Menciona: 

• los problemas medioambientales 

• qué haces en casa para cuidar al medio ambiente 

• cómo viajas al cole  

• qué se debería para proteger el planeta 

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 
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90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.  

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (je dirais que – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

 

 

 

Activity 4 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  
Escribe un blog sobre la contaminación en tu zona. Menciona: 

• Cómo es tu ciudad 

• Los problemas medioambientales 

• Qué haces en casa para proteger el medioambiente 

• Algo qué hiciste la semana pasada para proteger el medioambiente 

Escribe aproximadamente 90 palabras en español. Responde a todos los aspectos de la pregunta.  

Activity 5 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  
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Module 8, Hacía un mundo mejor - Lesson 14: 

Hacía un mundo mejor – Writing (Higher)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of Hacía un mundo mejor     

 

Even if you intend on taking the foundation paper, please complete all activities in this lesson for 

practice.  

 

In the higher paper, there are 3 questions: 90 word task; 150 word task and to translate a short 

paragraph from English to French (we have already practiced these in lesson 7).  

 

90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.  

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (je dirais que – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

 

Activity 1 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  
 

Un amigo español te ha preguntado si participas como voluntario en algún grupo. Escríbele, 
hablando de tu experiencia como voluntario. 
Menciona: 

• La organización en la que trabajas como voluntario 
• Por qué crees que es importante ayudar 
• Qué hiciste recientemente para ayudar a otras personas 
• Lo que vas a hacer en el futuro para ayudar 

Escribe aproximadamente 90 palabras en español.  
Responde a todos los aspectos de la pregunta. 
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150 word task 
You will need to choose between two 150 word tasks. Only complete one of them. There will 

only be two bullet points, but you will need to write a detailed and informative response to 

each bullet point. Try to use as many tenses as you can and higher level language (for example 

subjunctive)  

 

TIPS 
· Mention all of the bullet points, tick them off as you do, you don’t need to write the same amount 

about each one. 

· Keep your response really relevant- don’t just waffle on about anything you know related to the 

topic, make sure you answer and respond to the bullet point. 

· Develop and justify and explain your opinions, giving examples wherever possible. 

· Once you have written a sentence read back through it and make sure it actually makes sense/ the 

message comes across. If not simplify or shorten it. 

· Identify which bullet points target the different time frames/ tenses and check that your verb 

formation is accurate. 

· In some cases, the language used in the bullet point can be manipulated to help you write a 

successful response.  

· Go for fewer, more impressive sentences featuring complex opinions, accurate verbs, developed 

opinions and connectives rather than writing lots of simpler sentences just to fill the pages. 

· Vary your language where possible and aim for - COMPARATIVES, REASONS, OPINIONS, 

INTENSIFIERS,SOPHISTICATED STRUCTURES,SUBORDINATE CLAUSES (extra 

bits),ADVERBS,NEGATIVES,TENSES.  

Activity 2 – write 150 words on the following task 

En un sitio web hay in concurso sobre ‘¿Por qué ser voluntario/a?’. El premio es la publicación del 

artículo en una famosa revista española. Decides participar. 

Escribe un artículo con esta información: 

• qué viste e hiciste cuando trabajaste como voluntario/a 

• por qué te gustaría ser voluntario/a otra vez. 

Responde a los dos aspectos de la pregunta. Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en español. 

 

Activity 3 – write 150 words on the following task 

Estás muy preocupado de tu pueblo.  Escribe un email al ayuntamiento para expresar tus preocupaciones. 

• la contaminación en tu pueblo 

• escribe lo que el gobierno debería hacer para mejorar el medio ambiente 

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en español. Responde a los dos aspectos de la pregunta. 
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Knowledge Organisers 

De costumbre 
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Knowledge Organiser - Hacía un mundo mejor 
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