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Education

Name:

Form:

Aim to complete two lessons each week. Write out the title and LI and then
complete the tasks.

All video links are online using the ClassCharts link.

The Knowledge Organiser on page 5 has all the key information and vocabulary
to help you with this unit.

Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback.
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Lesson One and Two The functions of Education

e LI: to understand the different functions of education

Education - It performs a very important role in British society. Kids from four or five get taught for
13-14 years, vast amounts of knowledge.

The government see education as very important. 13% of national and local spending goes on
education - £80 billion each year.

What does Education do for individuals?
What does Education do for society?

Key terms:
Hidden Curriculum: a set of values, attitudes and principles transmitted to pupils but not as part of
the formal curriculum e.g. punctuality.

DART: Functions of Education
Functionalists Durkheim and Parsons argue that education provides important positive functions.

1. Creating Social Cohesion: Education passes core values onto the next generation. We learn
the norms and values of society through both the hidden and formal curriculum. This unites
or glues people together and builds social solidarity through shared values. Durkheim calls
education a ‘society in miniature’ preparing children for life in the wider world and providing
an environment where children learn to co-operate with people who are not friends or
family just like in later life.

2. Economic Role: Durkheim recognised that modern societies need a range of skills. Not
everyone can be a doctor or a solicitor. At school, individuals learn a range of different skills.

3. Secondary Socialisation: Schools teach norms and values continuing the primary socialisation
from families. Parsons calls school a bridge from family to work but rather than adapting
norms and values for particular children like parents would do, education provides universal
standards which we are judged against along with all others .

4. Role allocation and Meritocracy: Education allocates people to the most appropriate job for
their talents using examinations and qualifications. In a meritocratic society, access to jobs
and positions of wealth, status and power depend on educational qualifications and other
skills and talents. Those who put in the extra effort come out on top ensuring that the most
talented are allocated the positions at the top of society. Education therefore offers pupils
the opportunity to do well and increase their social position, this process is called social
mobility.

Key Questions:
1. What is the most important function and why?
Are functions changing? Are there more or less now?
Is there one set of cultural values for education to teach us?
Describe one feature of a meritocratic society
Does Meritocracy really exist?
Do schools prepare pupils for the world of work?

NouvswbN

Achieved status is fixed at birth, True or False?
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Do schools provide other functions?

Social Control: Schools act as an agent of informal social control by teaching roles such as obedience
and punctuality through the use of positive and negative sanctions.

How effective are schools and colleges in controlling students? Add examples

Exam style Question: Identify and explain one way in which schools teach children to become part

of society. (4 marks)
SENECA: lesson on the Functionalist Approach.

Lesson Three Formal and Informal Education

e LlI: To identify the role of the ‘hidden curriculum’ in schools

The education system provides students with formal learning through the official curriculum which
comprises of the subjects taught at school e.g. Maths, English, History. However, students also learn
through the hidden curriculum which is learning that takes place outside of lessons as part of general
school life, this is known as informal education.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuLhmDE9Exo&app=desktop

Copy and complete the following grid:

Hidden Curriculum How? Link to work

Characteristic

Hierarchy Schools have a hierarchical structure & we learn to obey people | These same structures can be found at work
(obedience) at the top

Social control There are rules which we have to follow so behaviour is

(rules) controlled

Competition

Routines

Dress code

Gender role allocation

Key Questions/Tasks:
1. For each of the example of the hidden curriculum explain how they happen at Stewards
using examples.
2. ldentify two ways in which the hidden curriculum in a college may be different to that of a
school.
3. What research method could you use to research the effects of the hidden curriculum?
Homework: Exam-style Question ‘Discuss how far sociologists agree that the main role of the
education system is to produce a workforce for capitalism.” 12 marker

Lesson 4 Functionalism and education

LI: to describe functionalist attitudes towards education.

Recap:
*  What is the difference between the formal and informal curriculum?
* Identify 3 examples of the hidden curriculum
* Identify 3 functions of education.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuLhmDE9Exo&app=desktop
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FOCUS ON KEY THINKERS
Emile Durkhelm - social solidarity and skills for work

The French sociologist Emile Durkhelm (1858-1917) Is often seen
a3 the founder of functionalist soclology.

Social solidarity

Durkhelm saw the main function of education as the transmission
of soclety’s norms and values to individuals, He argued that in
order to furiction, societies must be able to ensure that all their
members are united together behind a shared set of values. This
creates social solidarity, where the Individual sees themselves

a3 part of the wider community and no longer slniply as an
isolated individual focused on their own selfish alms, Durkheim
argued that it wasn't simply through teaching shared values via
the hidden curriculum (see Topic 3) that this could happen, but
subjects like history could also instil a sense of a shared past and a

commitment to the wider soclety,

Soclety in miniature
Durkhelm also argued that schools were ‘society In minlature’,

Schools prepare us for the wider society where we have to
cooperate with people who are neither family nor friends, They provide us with a set of rul 10 guide
. ules to gul

our Interactions with others and this in turn prepares
us fi llowlng socle
people that we don't have a personal connection with, e ek tiag o feig with

Skills for work
Durkheim befleved that in complex industrial societies the production of S04 servic
990ds and services involves

cooperation between a aumber of different specialists This ation profy
- This cooperation promotes social so

also requires Individuals to have developed specialist skills, Hc.ummtbm'ﬁiitbh.:w "da;hy’ o
; one _ an education

system was 1o provide these skills.

Key Questions: Please answer these in your books.

How does education create social solidarity?
Do you agree that History is important in creating social solidarity? Can it

have the opposite effect?

How is school a society in miniature?
Give an example of a skill essential for work that education teaches us.

DART
Durkheim believes ‘it is by respecting the school rules that the child learns to respect rules in

general, that he develops the habit of self-control and restraint simply because he should restrain
and control himself.” He believes punishments should reflect the seriousness of the damage done.

DO YOU AGREE?

Criticisms of Durkheim
Is there ONE shared culture in Britain which we can share through education?

If there is one shared culture, is it fair? Marxists would argue it benefits the bourgeoisie.

Feminists argue it is male dominated.
The education system does not teach specialised skills for the workplace.

Not all students will accept the values of society

DART
Talcott Parsons
His main point is that education provides a bridge between the family and society helping to

prepare children for the modern world.
Universalistic Values: Schools prepare children for standards they will be judged against in

the wider society. Within the family we have ascribed status but education teaches us about

achieved status as a result of qualifications and hard work.
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524
Meritocracy: student achievements are based on ability and effort, not class, gender or

ethnicity. Parsons believes education is a mirror for wider society which is based on achieved

status.
Role allocation: the education system sorts people out into jobs which match their abilities

* Value Consensus: Education teaches 2 key values
* Value high achievement
* Belief in equality of opportunity
Criticisms of Parsons:

* |s education meritocratic?
Role allocation: not all of those with the best qualifications get the top jobs

Whose values are transmitted via education? Marxists believe it is those of the Bourgeoisie.

Key Questions: please answer these in your books
1. Do you think Meritocracy exists?
2. How might feminists and Marxists feel about Meritocracy?
3. How different are the particular standards taught by your parents to the universal standards

applied by Stewards?
4. Particularistic standards apply to everyone in the same way. True or False.

Exam-style question: Identify and explain one criticism of Durkheim’s view of the role of the

education system. (4 marks)

Lesson Five: Theories and education

LI: To identify and compare Marxist and Feminist views of Education
DART: Bowles and Gintis Study

FOCUS ON KEY THINKERS

Bowles and Gintis: Schooling in capitalist America

The American Marxists Bowles and Gintis (1976) see the key role of the education system as creating
and reproducing a workforce with the correct characteristics to meet the needs of the capitalist
ec.onomy. These characteristics include being hard working, disciplined, submissive, obedient and
willing not to question low wages and poor conditions, ;

Bowles and Gintis based their findings on their own study of 237 New York high school students, as
well as the findings of other studies. They found that schools reward students who display the ai:ove
characteristics, while students who show greater independence and creative thinkingi are more likely to
gain lower grades. Bowles and Gintis concluded that the schools were producing an dﬁi'inaéinative :nd

unquestioning workforce,

The correspondence principle: schools mirror the society they represent teaching pupils the values
they will need in the workplace through the hidden curriculum:

* Students learn to obey rules and not to question them.

e Accept hierarchy
* Motivation by the rewards of exam results and grades not enjoyment of the

subject preparing us for the satisfaction of pay and not love of the job.
Knowledge can be isolated from other subjects and learnt in chunks...many
jobs involve working in isolation and not being part of the overall product

e.g. production lines.

10
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* Value competition preparing us for promotions and higher pay

t
54

The myth of meritocracy: they disagree with the idea of equality and believe that social class affects
income far more than educational achievement.

Criticisms:

* They have taken a deterministic view...they assume we are puppets and accept what we are
told, many pupils reject the values of school.
* Many jobs today require creative and independent workers not passive e.g. media

Key Questions:
1. What do you think are the ideal characteristics that teachers want their pupils to display?
2. What are your opinions about the findings of Bowles and Gintis? What points do you agree
with and what points do you disagree with?
3. Of the two types of curriculum experienced in schools, (formal and hidden) which prepares
children for their future role as workers more and why?

What are the similarities and differences DEtWeen v yavie a1 comperison of csonses

and Marxist views on education

functionalist and Marxist views? 50

S looking at institutions and how they fitintosooety.
Simiiarities ;:QY gg:: 'rz(g”;g ::jigalgbg: [al:slgmg aﬂnzngO!laﬂl rolg in shaping attitudes, noams and values of puDes
ey

ing pupils for work,

They see education as prepar of ‘

s nout the role of education NMarxists are cr;??ww
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DART: Feminist Perspective

They believe that there are inequalities in the education system between boys and girls. Subject
choices are gendered. Schools socialise boys and girls differently. Although girls are outperforming
boys at all levels of the education system since the mid 1990s, feminists still argue that education
reinforces the patriarchal views of society leading to girls moving into lower paid jobs when they
leave school.

Key question:
Do you notice a difference between how girls and boys are treated in lessons and around school

today?

Seneca Lesson: Evaluating difference perspective

Lesson Six Britain’s educational system

LI: To identify and understand key historical changes to education in Britain

DART

The 1944 Butler Education Act

The aim of this act was to give all students an equal chance to develop their talents within free state-
run education. The secondary schools aimed to introduce a meritocratic system where children
would receive an education based on their own academic ability rather than on the ability of their
parents to pay for a private education. This system was called the tripartite system.

11
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Children’s ability was tested using the 11-plus exam. Based on their results, children went to either a
grammar school for the most academic (top 20%), secondary modern for those who were less
academic (approx. 75%) and secondary technical for those who wanted to learn a vocation. (approx.
5%)
Key Questions (answer these in your books)

1. Do you think the 11-plus exam demonstrated a student’s true abilities?

2. Research locally, where is the nearest Grammar school to you?
Exam style question: ‘Describe the tripartite system of education.” (3 marks)

DART
1965: The start of the Comprehensive system
In 1965, the Labour Government asked Local Education Authorities (LEA’s) to reorganise secondary
education so that all students, regardless of academic ability, attended the same type of school.
These became known as the comprehensive schools.
Arguments for Comprehensive Schools
Social reasons: pupils from all social classes mix to break down social barriers.
Educational reasons: There are no entrance exams so no child is labelled as a ‘failure’. This is seen to
be fairer for all but especially for late developers.
Geographical reasons: Each school has a ‘catchment area’ which has established a principle that
local schools will cater for local students providing them all with the same opportunities.
Arguments against Comprehensive Schools
It is argued that comprehensives limit parental choice with children automatically going to local
schools even if they do not have a good reputation.
More academically able pupils are argued to be held back in mixed-ability groups.
It is argued that comprehensives have lower standards due to mixing pupils of different social
classes all together.
Key Questions (answer these in your books)

1. Do comprehensives break down class barriers? Do catchment areas reinforce social

boundaries?

2. Does the setting within comprehensives mean that they reinforce inequalities.

3. Which system do you think was fairer? The Tripartite system or comprehensives?
Seneca Lesson: History of UK educational policy

Lesson 7: Types of Schools

LI: To understand how the education system in Britain is organised.
Retrieval Practise: Ten questions in Ten minutes

Give two examples of skills taught by the hidden curriculum

Identify two functions of education according to functionalists

What is meritocracy?

What are universalistic values according to Parsons?

How is school a society in miniature?

What is formal education?

Who talks about the correspondence principle?

What 3 types of school made up the tripartite system under the Butler Act?

L e N WNRE

What is a comprehensive school?

12
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10. What was the 11-plus exam?

There are a range of different types of schools and colleges in Britain. All children in England
between the ages of 5-18 are entitled to a free place at a state school. State funded nursery
education is available from the age of 3.

W Table 4.2 There are different schools for different ages

Description

For children aged three and four. They have their own head teacher
staff. Some are state funded, others are private. t -~

| Attached to primary schools and sShare the same head teacher and siaff |

Provide education for children aged 4—11. While at primary school
| children start with the Early Years curriculum, followed by Key Stage
and Key Stage 2 of the National Curriculum. B KoV ;

At 16 years, young people must decide whether to:
Remain in full-time education or go into an apprenticeship

Types of School:

 Figure 4.1 School diversity. =
Key questions:
1. What were specialist schools? What was the specialism that Stewards were awarded?

What are academies? Are they funded directly by the government?

What are special schools? What example of a special school does Harlow have?
What is a faith school?

Comprehensive schools are selective. True or False?

vk wN

Seneca lesson: types of school.
Homework: Research locally, where is the closest private school? What is their fee? Are there any

faith schools locally?

13
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Lesson 8: Private Vs State Schooling

Ll: To assess the advantages and disadvantages of state and private education.

Around 7% pupils attend independent schools/private schools. Parents pay fees towards the cost of
running these schools. There are approximately 2,500 independent schools across the UK educating
approximately 615,000 children.

67% Oscar winners were privately educated.
74% UK judges privately educated.

61% doctors privately educated.

Currently 93% children go to state schools.

DART

Arguments for independent schools

Lower teacher: student ratio than state schools which means that class sizes are smaller and
students receive more attention from the teacher.

Resources and facilities are often better than in come state comprehensive schools.

Reward academic success and have an expectation that they will attend university.

Parental input is high in terms of fees, support and expectations.

Better level of achievement and therefore more chances to attend top universities (7 times more
likely to be accepted into Oxford and Cambridge)

Better Job prospects.

Arguments against independent schools

State schools are free. Critics argue it is not morally right to have a private education system which
only the rich have access to reinforcing the divisions based on wealth.

State schools are more socially mixed. Private schools are elitist.

State schools support social mobility

Students do not have to travel far to attend their local state school. Many students at private schools
are boarders.

N SKILLS: DIscussion ACTIVITY
The “ros and cons of the independent sector

Reac the following summaries of the main arguments for and against the independent sector:

Independent schooling maintains privilege based on social class pesition; that is, only
the rich can afford it. The rich use it to give their children a head start. Education should
only be provided through a properly funded state system, to ensure that everyone has
access to the same levels and quality of education.

Independent schooling is similar to private healthcare in that people sh.ou\d. be able to
spend their money however they choose. If they can afford to send their children to an
ndependent school, then, in a free society, this option should be available to them.

nformation in this topic, discuss arguments for and against the

ing t! summaries and other i '
g e ded only by the state.

follov.ing statement: ‘Education should be provi

Exam-style question: Describe one form of educational provision in Britain that is not funded by the
state (3 marks)

14
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Cambridge Universities. " 20 99119 to Oxford or

* 71 per cent of the to

g P military per
private schools. Y personnel went to

ESI per cent of the leading print journalists attended
fee-paying schools.

COV per cent of the cabinet under David Cameron were
privately educated.

* 61 per cent of top doctors were educated at
independent schools with only 16 per cent educated at
comprehensives.’
Source: the Sutton Trust {2016)

1 People from which of the professions in the table are most
likely to have gone to a private school?

2 Which professions have the lowest proportions of people from
private schools occupying the top jobs? :

3 |n what ways might attendance ata private school give
students an advantage?

Seneca Lesson: State and Private Schools

Lesson 9: 1998 Education Act

Ll: To understand and analyse the changes brought about by this bill.
Review: Summarise 3 arguments for and 3 arguments against independent (private) schools.

Marketisation: introducing market forces of consumer choice and competition to education. Focus
on parental choice effecting pupils numbers.

Features of Marketisation:

Parents should be able to choose the type of school they prefer their children to attend

Schools must produce prospectus and hold open days

Businesses can sponsor schools

Pupils can attend schools outside their catchment areas

There is a wide range of types of schools from academies to free schools.

Schools receive more funds the more pupils are on roll. This in turn leads to more money for better
teachers and resources.

A rise of parentocracy (rule by parents)

League tables, these are published annually and show schools ranked based on exam results (A-
Levels, GCSEs and SATs). They compare schools against each other and can be used by parents to
decide where to send their children.

15
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Key Question:
1. Is Marketisation a good thing? Has is led to greater choice and competition? Has it lead to

greater equality in education? Are students just commodities? Have middle class parents
benefitted more than others because they will shop-around more?

Marketisation in education

Read the following extract and then answer the questions.

Schools need to ceate an “image” that is attractive to parents and students, They do this through
moel policy, documentation, the building, name and their students. Newly developed schools need
create instant “traditions” through logos and uniforms. Most schools had new reception areas

with a "business-like fee!”. School documentation had to fit with “school style”. Values of hard work

and discipline vwere emphasised. School prospectuses were better produced and glossy.

The concern was (o give schools a more middle-class flavour in order to attract the high-achieving
child of ambitious parents. The term “able” had become code for students who were “middie class®,
female, white or Indian. Unattractive intakes consisted of less able, emotionally damaged children
with learning disabilities. Integration was resisted for children with special educational needs in
some schools, not for educational reasons, but because of the possible perceptions of parents.
Image making is turning schools into organisations that value certain children above others. The
market does not ensure equality of access for all if schools only desire the custom of certain groups
at the expense of others.’

Source: adapted from Gewirtz, Ball and Bowe (1995), "Markets, Choice and Equity in Education’, in
J. Blundell and J. Griffiths (2002) Sociology Since 1995.

1 identify two effects of marketisation in schools.
2 Which social groups may face inequality as a result of marketisation in schools?

Other changes:

The National Curriculum

Introduced in 1989 in all state schools in England and Wales.

Established CORE subjects: Eng, Maths, Sci compulsory from age 5-16

Ensured teachers assessed pupil progress formally and nationally (SATS and GCSEs)

Aim: ensure a consistent, fair curriculum was taught. Allowing student performance to be measured
against national targets to judge if they were above/at/below the expected standard.

Equality: Boys and Girls were taught the same

The National Curriculum is tested using the standardised tests called SATS, GCSE’s and A-Levels.

Exam-style question
Identify and explain one effect of the introduction of the National Curriculum (4 marks)
Describe marketisation in education (3 marks)

Plenary: The 1988 Education Act blurred the lines between education and business, has this
benefitted the education system?

Seneca Lesson: Parental Choice

16
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Lesson 10: Educational Policy since 1997

LI: To understand how labour and conservative governments have changed policy since 1997
Seneca Lesson: Recent UK educational policy quiz
DART

Raising Standards

Free nursey places for all 3-4 yr olds

Reducing primary class sizes

National literacy and numeracy schemes

‘special measures’ grading

Beacon schools identified as examples of outstanding practise.

Reducing Inequality

EMA (Educational Maintenance Allowance) payments for students from disadvantages backgrounds
to encourage their participation in post-16 education. CUT IN 2010!!!!

Aim Higher Programme was designed to raise aspirations for students from disadvantaged
backgrounds.

Sure Start programme supports families with preschool children. CUT IN 2010!!!!

Despite this, Labour introduced tuition fees for higher education which has deterred those from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Promoting Diversity and Choice

Promotion of specialist schools, Stewards = Science Specialist

Promotion of faith schools

Introduction of academies which have been taken out of local authority control. Since 2010 all
schools have been encouraged to become academies with direct funding from the government.

Key Question:
1. lIdentify and describe one educational reform from the last 25 years aimed at reducing
inequality in education. (3 marks)

New Vocational Education

Recent emphasis by the government on work-related qualifications and training for students 14-18
yrs.

Reflects the functionalist view that education should prepare students with the skills needed for
industry.

Examples: NVQ, Diploma and work experience programmes.

The problem with this is that there is a lack of jobs once the training has been gained.
Vocational education does not have the same status as academic qualifications and according to
Marxists prepares pupils to be workers in a capitalist society.

Key Question:

Identify and explain one criticism of vocation education. (4 marks)

DART

Ivan lllich — de-schooling

Illich (1995) argues that schools repress children and promote passive conformity rather than
developing creative individuals able to think for themselves. He argues that the school fails those
who don’t conform or who question the role of education. He argues for de-schooling, suggesting

17
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that education in its current form should be abolished, with people instead encouraged to pursue
knowledge and skills in smaller networks with like-minded individuals rather than attending schools.
Key questions

1. Do you agree with lllich that schools create passive conformists and that those who

challenge the school are failed?
2. Identify some advantages and some potential problems with Illich’s ideas about abolishing
schools altogether.

Lesson 11: Alternatives to School

Starter: Retrieval

* 1. Identify 2 functions of education (2 marks)

* 2. What type of sociologists are Bowles and Gintis? (1 mark)

* 3. Are your GCSE results a product of your ascribed or achieved status? (1 mark)

* 4. How does a league table order schools? (2 marks)

* 5. What was created in 1989 to make sure that all teachers were teaching the same topics?
(1 mark)

* 6. Identify two advantages of independent schools (2 marks)

* 7. What type of school selects it’s intake based on ability? (1 mark)

» 8. Describe marketisation in education (3 marks)

* 9. Describe one feature of a meritocratic society (3 marks)

* 10. Describe one aspect of the hidden curriculum in schools (3 marks)

Seneca lesson: Alternative Education

There are a number of examples of alternatives to mainstream formal education. De-schooling
refers to the belief that schools and other learning institutions are incapable of providing the best
possible education for some or most individuals. Some people feel that schools do not allow children
to learn at their own pace in their own way. One example is home education (also called home
schooling or home learning). This involves teaching children at home rather than in a state or
independent school. Parents or professional tutors usually carry out home education. The provision
is still subject to Ofsted inspections to check on the quality of education being provided. Figures
from December 2015 showed that approximately 37,000 children (out of a school population of
9.5million pupils) are home educated.

Another alternative is the organisation within a school organisation itself. A. S. Neill’s Summerhill
school is an example. This co-educational (for boys and girls) boarding school was set-up in 1921 in
Suffolk as has been praised as an example of progressive education.

Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ERQKi9fBRnw

Look at the summary on the next page:

1. How does this school compare to Stewards?

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of attending a school like Summerhill?
3. What is meant by de-schooling?

4. What is meant by home schooling?

18
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Lesson 12: Educational Achievement

Ll: To understand how educational success is measured.

DARTS

What are SATS?
*  SATS (standard assessment tests) are national curriculum tests taken by 7 and 11 year olds in
England.
Age 7 — Tested on reading, writing and maths at the end of KS1. Not published by the government.
Age 11 - Sit written tests on maths and English. The results are published by the government and
are used by the media to compile primary school league tables.

Identify 3 advantages and 3 disadvantages of SATs being used to examine children within primary
and junior education.

What are GCSEs?
* GCSE’s (General Certificate of Secondary Education) were introduced in 1986, replacing O
Levels and CSE.
* Taken in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, GCSE’s provide a form of assessment, with
pupils being awarded a grade based on how well they have performed in each subject.
Until 2017 — A* - G (U for ungraded)
From 2017 - 9-1 in England. In Wales and Northern Ireland the old system continues.

What are A-Levels?

Create a timeline, giving information (on the next page) on what happened in the following years:

1989
2000
2015
Extension — Identify and explain two different ways educational success can be measured.

How do the old and new A-level systems compare?

Under the old system being phased out, AS-levels were studied in Year 12, with exams taken in May-
June that were worth 50% of your overall A-level qualification.

Under the new system being introduced, all A-level exams will take place at the end of Year 13, with
no marks from AS-levels contributing to the overall final grade.

Across the board, there will also be less coursework and fewer practical assessments.

Seneca Lesson: Measuring educational success
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Look up the League Table results for Essex

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-
type?step=default&table=schools&region=881&la-name=essex&geographic=la&for=secondary

1. What factors are being used to measure the success of schools?
2. Do you think this system of comparison is fair?
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GCSE
GRADE
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AO1
Candidates recall, select and
communicate accurate and detailed
knowledge and a comprehensive
understanding of relevant social
structures, processes and issues.
Thorough answers demonstrating
detailed, relevant knowledge and
understanding of a range of factors.
Evidence of appropriate and
sustained sociological language,
theories and concepts and these are
described in detail.
Excellent SPaG

Candidates recall, select and
communicate detailed knowledge
and thorough understanding of
relevant social structures,
processes and issues.

Coherent answers demonstrating
detailed, relevant knowledge and
understanding of a range of factors.
Evidence of appropriate and
sustained sociological language,
theories and concepts and these are
described in detail.

Excellent SPag

Candidates recall, select and
communicate detailed knowledge
and understanding of relevant
social structures, processes and
issues.

A coherent answer demonstrating
detailed, relevant knowledge and
understanding of a range of factors
relating to the topic.

There will be evidence of
appropriate and sustained
sociological language, and
concepts are described in detail.
Very good SPaG

Candidates recall, select and
communicate detailed knowledge
and understanding of relevant
social structures, processes and
issues.

A coherent answer demonstrating
detailed, relevant knowledge and
understanding of a range of factors,
though some factors will be
described in less detail than others
will.

There will be evidence of
appropriate and sustained

Education Assessment Ladder

AO2
They recognise issues and
debates and deploy relevant
evidence to reach valid and
substantiated conclusions.
They analyse links between
structures, processes and
issues to produce grounded
and detailed analyses.
The explanations will be fully
developed and linked to
current affairs and the wider
world.

They apply relevant concepts,
terms and theories effectively
in a range of contexts.

They recognise issues and
debates and deploy relevant
evidence to reach valid
conclusions.

They analyse links between
structures, processes and
issues to produce detailed
analysis.

The explanation will be fully
developed.

They apply relevant concepts,
terms and theories effectively
in a range of contexts.

They include relevant evidence

to reach valid conclusions.
They analyse links between
structures, processes and
issues to produce analysis
The explanation will be fully
developed.

They apply relevant concepts,
terms and theories effectively
in a range of contexts.

They recognise issues and
debates and deploy some
relevant evidence to reach
valid conclusions.

They analyse links between
structures, processes and
issues to produce analyses.
The explanation will be well
developed.

AO3
A fully developed analysis and
evaluation of the relative importance
of a range of factors linked to the
topic.
There is a sustained line of reasoning,
which is coherent, relevant,
substantiated and logically structured
to support judgements and original
and thorough conclusions.
They evaluate the use of a range of
appropriate methods, sources,
information, sociological theories and
data to address a question or issue and
reach substantiated conclusions.
A developed analysis and evaluation
of the relative importance of a range
of factors linked to the topic.
There is a sustained line of
reasoning, which is coherent,
relevant, substantiated and logically
structured to support judgements, and
a conclusion linked to the specifics of
the question.
They identify, explain and evaluate
the use of a range of appropriate
methods, sources, information and
data to address a question or issue.

They identify, explain and evaluate
the use of appropriate methods,
sources, information and data to
address a question or issue.

They interpret information and data
presented in a variety of forms,
evaluate its relevance in relation to
the arguments, and reach
substantiated conclusions.

There is a sustained line of reasoning,
which is coherent, relevant and
logically structured to support
judgements, and a conclusion linked
to the specifics of the question.

Very detailed analysis and evaluation
of the relative importance of relevant
factors.

They interpret information and data
presented in a variety of forms,
evaluate its relevance in relation to
the arguments, and reach
substantiated conclusions.

They use concepts, terminology and
conventions accurately and
appropriately.

Reasoned points may not be sustained
throughout but are coherent and
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sociological language, and
concepts are described in detail.
Very good SPaG

Coherent answers demonstrating
detailed, relevant knowledge and
understanding of relevant factors.
Candidates recall, select and
communicate sound knowledge
and understanding of different
social structures, processes and
issues.

There will be evidence of mostly
appropriate sociological language
and concepts, but these are not
always in detail.

Good SPaG

Answers has some coherence,
demonstrating partial knowledge
and understanding of factor(s),
though lacking in detail and with
inaccuracies.

Candidates recall, select and
communicate knowledge and
understanding of different social
structures, processes and issues.
There will be evidence of mostly
appropriate sociological language
and concepts, but these are not
sustained throughout.

Some knowledge and
understanding of some factor(s).
Candidates recall, select and
communicate limited knowledge
and understanding of some social
structures, processes and issues.
There will be limited evidence of
sociological language and
concepts.

Basic knowledge and
understanding of some aspects of
social structures, processes, and
issues.

There will be very basic evidence
of sociological language and
concepts.

Very Basic knowledge and
understanding of some aspects of
social structures, processes, and
issues.

Little, if any, evidence of
sociological language and
concepts.

They apply appropriate
concepts, terms and theories in
a range of contexts. They
analyse, in a limited way, the
structures, processes and
issues mentioned in the
specification.

They recognise and describe
relevant issues, referring to
appropriate arguments and
evidence. They make
straightforward links between
structures, processes and
issues.

The explanations will be
developed.

Explanation may be
undeveloped and contain
inaccuracies.

They apply appropriate
concepts, terms and theories in
a range of contexts. They offer
some analyses of the
structures, processes and
issues covered.

They make very
straightforward links between
structures, processes and
issues.

Some explanations given will
be undeveloped and contain
inaccuracies.

They identify and explain the
use of methods, sources,
information and data to
address a question or issue
largely using non-sociological
language.

Very basic explanations will
be undeveloped and contain
inaccuracies.

They identify and explain in a
simple, way the use of
methods, sources, information
and data to address a question
or issue.

Any explanations will be
undeveloped and/or
inaccuracies.

They identify and describe
some of the use of methods,
sources, information and data
to address a question or issue.

relevant to support judgements and a
conclusion linked to the question.

A well-balanced analysis or
evaluation of relevant factors.
Reasoning may not be sustained
throughout.

A relevant judgement or conclusion
in relation to the specifics of the
question.

They identify and explain, in a
limited way, the use of methods,
sources, information and data to
address a question or issue. They
deploy a range of information and
data as evidence for conclusions.

Some balanced analysis or evaluation.
Some judgement or conclusion in
relation to the specifics of the
question.

They identify and explain the use of
methods, sources, information and
data to address a question or issue.
They use some information and data
as evidence for conclusions.

Limited analysis or evaluation only,
with some judgement or conclusion in
relation to the specifics of the
question.

They identify evidence in a very
limited way, the use of methods,
sources, information and data to
address a question or issue.

They present simple conclusions that
are supported by evidence.

Very basic analysis or evaluation, if
any.

They identify evidence and relate it in
a simple way to arguments.

They present simple conclusions that
are sometimes supported by basic
evidence.

Little analysis or evaluation, if any.
They identify limited evidence and
make basic links to the argument.
They present simple conclusions.



