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Lesson 1 – London a target city
LI: To understand why London was a target for German bombers.
[image: Image]
List five reasons why London was such an important target for German bombing:
· 

· 

· 

· 

· 
Preparations for war, 1939 
Planning was shared between the London County Council (LCC) and 28 borough councils.
· Gas masks had been issued to all Londoners following the 1938 Munich Crisis.

· The Air-Raid Precautions Act required local governments to set up air-raid precautions (ARP).


· The LCC organised Fire, Ambulance and Heavy Rescue Services and care of homeless.

· The boroughs set up local ARP wardens. 


· In January 1939, there was a drive to recruit volunteers together called Civil Defence.

· London children were to be evacuated into the country by school from 1 September.


· The National Service brochure offered fees for rural families willing to take in evacuees.

· In a policy of dispersal, families were offered Anderson shelters or space in communal shelters if they did not have a garden.

Propaganda and censorship 
London civil servants created propaganda and ensured censorship effectively controlled public information.
Propaganda was used to maintain morale and encourage people to support the war effort. Part of this aimed to influence attitudes about the Blitz.
The government helped to create the 'Blitz spirit', where a united British population, from worker to royalty, weathered the storm together and stood defiant. Photographs showed the royal family visiting bomb sites.

Explain in two paragraphs how London prepared for war in 1939. In this answer below, you MUST clearly explain what an ARP Warden is. Use your Knowledge Organisers above or google it.
																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																				
Lesson 2 – The Nature of the Blitz
L/I: To understand how the Blitz changed over time. 
The first Blitz targeted industry and transport: bombing was heaviest in the East End of London. After 19th September, all London became the target as the Germans aimed to destroy civilian morale. 

Black Saturday, 7 September 1940 
• The First Blitz truly began around 5 p.m. on 7 September and lasted until 10 May 1941.
• The first attack lasted about 12 hours.
• Over 400 people were killed and 1600 seriously injured during that one night.
• Attacks focused on London's East End especially the docks, industries, and railways.
• After 19 September, raids aimed for high death tolls, serious urban damage, and disruption of essential services.
[image: Image]• Conventional heavy bombing killed 28 556 people and wounded over 25 500 in total.

Types of bombs, 1940-41 
Three main types of bomb were used: 
Incendiaries: dropped mainly by the first wave of bombers; started the fires used by bombers as targets; fires caused about 90 per cent of bombing damage.
High explosives: were mainly dropped by later waves; some had delayed fuses to harm rescue workers.
Mines: the most powerful; dropped by parachute so attacks were silent and hard to detect.

V1 and V2 rockets, 1944-45
In 1944-45, German attacks shifted from aircraft to pilotless 'rocket' attacks.
The V1 'flying bomb': hit London targets in daytime; caused extensive damage and deaths; did not trigger air-raid warnings because they flew so low, so getting to air raid shelters was difficult; most casualties caused by flying glass from explosions.

The V2 rocket: the first ballistic missile (a rocket carrying a warhead); so fast that it exploded before people heard it coming; attacks continued until the launch sites were captured by the Allies in Europe.

The V2 attack on Deptford, 1944
On 25 November 1944, the first V2 attack to be widely reported hit New Cross, Deptford. Woolworths, a large store, was struck on a Saturday lunchtime when many were shopping. About 160 people were killed and 200 injured.

The impact of the V1 and V2s
• Civilian morale very low and factory workers were often absent from work. 
• More evacuations began, and the Underground filled with civilians seeking shelter. 
•The government's popularity fell as people felt unprotected.
• Over 30000 houses were destroyed and almost 29000 people were killed or injured.
Explain in a how the Blitz on London changed throughout the war. Use the stages of the Blitz and the weapons information to help you.
Try and come up with three paragraphs, which explain how the Blitz changed over time.
 																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																												
[image: Image]Lesson 3 - Impact on civilian life
L/I: To understand the impact the Blitz had on civilian life. 
Explain the two disasters above in your own words and how they impacted civilian morale.
																																																																																																																																																																																																

What did Mickey Davis do to make life more bearable for civilians in communal shelters?
[image: Image]																																																																																																

Clearly explain three ways that civilian morale was kept high during the war.
· 


· 


· 
Lesson 4 – London’s response
L/I: To understand how the government kept morale high in London and introduced measures that protected Londoners.
[image: Image]The government wanted to keep the level of morale in London high and introduced measures that helped Londoners in their everyday lives as they coped with the experience of the Blitz. 
Use the above, and other parts of your booklet, to create a list of measures used by the government and how these helped civilians cope with the Blitz. For examples, think about gas masks, shelters, and rationing.

	Name of the measure
	Explanation of how it helped civilians cope with the Blitz

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





Lesson 5 – Source skills
L/I: To understand how to use Sources properly in an exam.
Question 1: describing features.
Question 1 on your exam paper will ask you to ‘Describe two features of……’ There are four marks available for this question: two for each feature you describe.

What does describe mean?
Describe means to give an account of the main characteristics of something. You develop your description with relevant details, but you do not need to include reasons or justifications. 

Answer the following exam style questions:
Describe two features of the government’s attempt to maintain morale during the Second World War. (4 marks)

Here is an average example:
Feature 1
The government-maintained morale by using propaganda to put across a positive message.

Feature 2
People could go out for entertainment.







Answer the question above and Improve the example by giving more detail.
Feature 1
																																																																																																																																				
Feature 2
																																																																																																																																				







Read through the Source skills 1 and 2 informaiton below, to help you understand how to use Sources properly in an exam.
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When war broke out in 1939, London was expected to be a target for German attack. After a few test
raids, the ‘Blitz" finally began on 7 September 1940, as Hitler prepared for a planned invasion of Britain.

The context of London in the Second World War

London was an important target for the Germans: it was the seat of government, the capital city,
and the home of the royal family. It was also a major port and transport hub, a centre for industry
and it was densely populated. London’s fall could have a dramatic effect on Britain’s Empire.

Accessibility for German bombers
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The First Blitz targeted industry and transpc;rv:s :
19 September, all London became the target a

Stages of the Blitz

» 25 August-19 September 1 240
Targeted bombing of military bases, industry,
energy supplies and communications.

. 20 September 1940-10 May 1941
Shift to attacking morale: civilians and homes,
national treasures, industry, communications.

e ~=—

The ‘Lull’, May 1941 Januvary 1944

Irregular, retaliatory raids, not

every night.
G 3 v i

The ‘Baby Blitz", Janvary-April 1944
Few raids got through in these last attacks, but
monthly casualties jumped from 58 to 948 .

~ G

V1 and V2 raids, June 1Mmh 1945
German attacks switched to pilotless aircraft.

Types of bombs, 1940—-41 o -?

Three main types of bomb were used:
. * Incendiaries: dropped mainly by th

e first 5
| . of bombers; started the fires uaed L. hr\-:-a:—e;




image9.jpeg
T e

Impact on civilian life

Civilian daily life was affec'ted in every way possible. Many efforts were made to carry on life as
normally as people could in the circumstances, including keeping up morale by enjoying leisure time.

Air-raid precautions The South Hallsville School
Government policy on shelters changed over disaster, 1940

time. Underground stations were opened due
to public demand for deep shelters. Conditions
gradually improved and beds were set up.
Although the public felt safer in Underground
stations, some were hit by bombs.

About 1000 homeless Londoners were staying

at South Hallsville School on 10 September
1940 when it was hit in a bombing raid. They

had been due to evacuate the day before. The
~ reporting of the incident was banned because

Communal shelters were often overcrowded. ;3 March 1943, after a heavy Allied raid

In Spitalfields, local optician Mickey Davis ‘over Germany, 1500 people used the Bethnal
formed 2 committee to run the local shelter = Green Tube shelter as they expected a

‘Micky's shelter’ — providing cleaning, beds, reyenge attack. New anti-aircraft rockets were
GP services and a canteen. In March 1941, the _ fired from nearby, causing panic. A woman
_Morrison shelter came in. S| With a baby fell, and 173 people died as -
' people pushed to get to safety. Government
~investigations were kept secret until after
the war.

e R S rnment and morale
! . P—— tivities Governme
1 Continuing leisure ac " The first weeks of the Blitz intensified

~|Cinema |Wartime audiences increased by | o tensions as the working-class East
pea En SRR e | hmeal POR L I N T e R T S e ey B RS e S ST





image10.jpeg
Feople pushed to get to safety. Government
investigations were kept secret until after

ki, : the war.
Continuing leisure activities Government and morale
Cinema |Wartime avdiences increased by The first weeks of the Blitz intensified
more than half; a useful tool for class tensions as the working-class East
promoting propaganda and unity. | End suffered most. The Underground

was focused in the richer West End, and
thousands went there in search of shelter.
Tensions eased as the German bombers
shifted their focus.

| The government censored the information
released to the public. Propaganda campaigns
(films and posters) were used to boost 3

Dance |large dance halls stayed open
halls throughout the war.

Football |Crowds were limited to 8000 in
London. Many professionals played
in exhibition matches.

Theatre |Late afternoon performances |
\and government-subsidised lunch morale, encourage ‘safe’ behaviour, increase
|concerts proved very popular. " support for the war, and warn against spies.

The populat:on of inner London fell as those Limited transport and night-time

__who could, moved to safer areas. ~ blackouts made getting to work
and travel dlfﬁcult

R gt T SRPSSREE T
to daily life Bombing disrupted gas, clectricity

__and water supplies. =00
and work

A system of food and clothes
rationing was introduced.

Unexploded bombs kept people
away from their homes until they LIRS
 were made safe. i

= In the first six weeks of the Blitz,
Civil Defence volunteers dealt —

: SRR lled and  around 250000 Londoners
with death and horrific injuries More than 54 000 people were ki sl
f injured from September 1940 to May 1941. Were: made homeless.

~—-on-a massive scale.
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London’s response

London high and introduced measures that

The government wanted to keep the level of morale md " i the. ailperience SftheiBlita

helped Londoners in their everyday lives as they copé

How did London cope with the war?

Continved presence of the royal family The Cabinet War Rooms

* Stayed in London during the Blitz: stayed visible, + Government stayed in London 5o as not to be seen
visiting bombed communities, boosting morale. as ‘abandoning’ Londoners.

* King George VI and Queen Elizabeth were pictured * The Cabinet War Rooms 5helter?d Churchill and his
among the rubble at Buckingham Palace following a wartime government from the Blitz.
ik e « From these rooms, the government led the war. The

* Presented Britain as united, with even the most Map Room was the centre of activity.

privileged suffering ‘equally’.

P

Safeguarding art and buildings The use of public spaces: ‘Dig for Victory®

* Protecting landmarks and national collections was * ‘Dig for Victory': a government campaign set up by the
important for morale. British Ministry of Agriculture. Civilians across the

* Some museums and galleries set vp special country were encouraged to grow their own food
underground storage: the National Gallery sent because of shortages and rationing.
paintings to a Welsh quarry; the British Museum * Public spaces, like Victoria Park in Hackney we
stored treasures in an unused Tube station. into allotments. The green areas in front of’ther: bt

3 owel

* Sandbags were used and stained glass windows of London were turned into vegetable Patches, F
removed to protect key buildings, but some were * Posters and leaflets were produced as part of 5
destroyed. countrywide propaganda campaign intended to ens,

ur
* The survival of St Paul's Cathedral became a symbol that people had enough to eat, and that ¢ b

4 ivilian moral
of London resistance, with special fire-watchers was kept high. A
and stores of water set up in the building.

—---—_——.———-——————————-—————————_-__
-
-

SR his

Now fry t

. Ina table, summarise the measures used by the government and how these hel
¥ Blitz. For'examnle. think aboiut oas masks shelters and rationing.
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Provenance

Historians think very carefully about their sources. They
test them to check whether they are really appropriate
for the way they want to use them. The tests are:

What is its purpose?

When, where, and why was the source created - and
who by? When we read something about living in the
Blitz by someone who was there, it helps to know if they
wrote this at the time or 50 years later. Just because

it was written at the time doesn’t mean it is true.

A soldier stationed in London might have written to his
girlfriend back home a couple of days after the events he
describes. When he describes a bombing raid, he might
underplay the extent of the bombing. In this case, the
purpose of the source might be to reassure his girlfriend,
rather than to tell the whole truth about the air raid.

What is the standpoint of the author or artist?

This can grow out of thinking about provenance. Does
the person have a particular point of view? If you are
reading a criticism of air raid shelters, it might be
useful to know whether it was written by an opponent

THINKING

HISTORICALLY

" Information and evidence

Information only becomes evidence when we use it to work out something about an lsua iR + i
needs to be questioned before we can use it as evidence to draw conc| € in the past. Infor!

doesn't tell us very much.

<+idv the followine auestions about the Second World War-

or a supporter of the government. Propaganda s
deliberately created to change people’s views. It mighg
be exaggerated, it might leave things out, or it might
just not be true. This doesn’t mean historians don't yse
propaganda - it provides much useful evidence - but the
use might be revealing what the government wanted
people to believe, rather than what really happened,

Is it part of the action or reflecting on the action?

What is the difference between a live radio commentary
on a football match, and the account of that same game
written years later in a player’s autobiography? Both
have their strengths, but they are very different.

Turning a source into evidence

A source is only useful, and it can only be turned into
evidence, when you have a question or enquiry. For
example, Source B isn't either useful or not usefulin
itself. But if we have an enquiry, say either: (a) the
Fiefence of London against bombing, or (b) conditions
In air raid shelters, then we can think about whetherits
.usefu[ ornot. In the case of enquiry (a) it is usefubi“d
in the case of enquiry (b) it is not. o

usions. Without a question, informat!
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