[image: phoenix clear background small]Stewards Academy
History KS3 Autumn 1 Blended Learning Booklet
Beginning of the Cold War
Name:
Form:
Aim to complete one lesson each week. Write out the title and LI and then complete the tasks. 
All video links are online using the ClassCharts link. 
Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback.

[image: Speaking the unspeakable]

Contents
Page 3: Big Picture - Year 9 Overview
Page 4: Zoom in - My Learning Journey
Page 5: Lesson 1
Page 9: Lesson 2
Page 12: Lesson 3
Page 15: Lesson 4
Page 16: Lesson 5
Page 19: Lesson 6














[image: ][image: ][image: ]
[image: ]



Lesson One – The Significance of Gorbachev
L/I: To explain how Gorbachev had a big impact on relations between the Superpowers.

Task One: The Soviet leaders from 1982-1985.

Examine the chronology.Brezhnev
1964-1982
Andropov
1982-1984
Chernenko
1984-1985
Gorbachev
1985-1991
Reagan 1981 - 1989
Bush 1989 - 1993

How might the change in leadership
of the Soviet union affect relations
with the USA?









																																																												

Task two: DART Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’.
Gorbachev’s appointment as the new leader of the Soviet Union in March 1985 is aften regarded as a turning point.  Gorbachev was much younger than any previous Soviet leader and he was prepare to adopt drastic policies to improve the relationship, as he knew that, without change, the Soviet Union would collapse.
Gorbachev had no foreign policy experience prior to becoming the leader of the Soviet Union.  At first, he viewed the relationship with the US President Ronald Reagan in rather simplistic terms.  For example, following his first meeting with Reagan in 1985, he described him as retarded.  However, his ‘new thinking’ led to major changes in relations with the West.  He realised that communism in the Soviet Union faced many problems.  The Soviet economy was not nearly as efficient as the American economy.  While Americans enjoyed an excellent standard of living, everyday life in the Soviet Union was dominated by shortages.  For example, it was not uncommon for housewives in Moscow to que for up to five hours simply to buy bread.  This , in turn, meant that many people in the Soviet union had lost faith in communism.
Source A – Extract from an interview with Gorbachev in 1992.  He was talking about the issues that he faced as leader in 1985.
I knew that an immense task awaited me.  Because we were engaged in the exhausting arms race the country had come to the end of its strength.  The economy was in a poor state and production figures were falling.  People’s standard of living was clearly declining.  Corruption was on the increase.

Read source A.  What can you learn about the problems facing Gorbachev in 1985?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What were the changes that Gorbachev wanted to introduce?
The Cold War came to an end when Gorbachev decided to call it off unilaterally, a move that caught the USA and the West off guard.  His immediate abandonment of the Brezhnev Doctrine was a clear sign of radical change.  He did this because the Cold War was draining so much of the Soviet Union’s wealth that it could not continue to develop economically, and the falling standard of living was creating unrest in the country.  Gorbachev also took this step because he wanted to reform the communist party in the Soviet Union and modernise Soviet style socialism.  He did not intend to abandon it.
There were three important ways in which he ended the Cold War:
· He started sweeping changes in the Communist Party – Perestroika (restructuring) and Glasnost (openness).
· He ended the arms race with the USA and signed many arms agreements.
· He stopped Soviet interference in the Satellite States like Poland and Czechkoslovakia.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task 3 – Complete the table below using you learning from this lesson:
	Why were Gorbachev’s changes necessary?
	Can you suggest any dangers that Gorbachev might have faced when introducing such major changes?

	
	




Consolidation:
Explain two consequences of Gorbachev coming to power in the Soviet Union.
Step one: (state first consequence) One consequence of Gorbachev coming to power was . . . . . ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step two: (explain the consequence) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step three: (state second consequence) Another consequence of Gorbachev coming to power was . . . 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Step two: (explain the consequence)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________










Lesson Two – How did the Arms race end?
L/I: To be able to explain how the arms race was ended.

Task one: Read through source A

[image: ]


What exactly does Gorbachev mean in source A?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why did some people think that his message in Source A was revolutionary for a Soviet Leader?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Task two: Read through the text below that covers the major conferences between the Superpowers in the 1980’s.
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Describe the key features of the relations between the Soviet union and the USA in the years 1985-1989.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Lesson Three – The impact of Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’ on Eastern Europe.
L/I: To consider how successful Gorbachev was with his policies in the Satellite States.
Gorbachev was keen to roll out Perestroika and Glasnost to the Eastern European Satellite states.  When reform started in Poland, Gorbachev made it clear by withdrawing Soviet troops from the Satellite states, that he was not going to interfere.  The key to the changes in eastern Europe in 1989 was Hungary’s decision to open its border with Austria in May of that year.  This meant that there was now a hole in the Iron Curtain.  This created a way for East Germans to move to West Germany.  It brought into question whether the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain could continue to exist. 
Examine the information below.  Can you identify any patterns in the collapse of communism in the Satellite States?
[image: ]
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What can you learn about the breaking down of the Berlin Wall from this source?
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Write a narrative account analysing the main developments in the collapse of the Berlin Wall during 1989.

You may use the following in your answer:
· The Impact of the Sinatra Doctrine
· Developments in East Germany.

You must use information of your own.


																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																																
























Lesson Four – Was Chernobyl a catalyst for change?
L/I: To examine the impact of the Chernobyl disaster on the Soviet Union.

In April 1986, the nuclear power plant at Chernobyl in the Ukraine went critical and exploded.  Initially, Gorbachev authorised a cover story that denied there had been a release of dangerous radiation.  The Western media were unconvinced by the Soviet cover story and Western governments put pressure on Gorbachev to tell the truth about the scale of the disaster.  Chernobyl became an international symbol of the crisis in Soviet communism.
How was the Chernobyl disaster a symbol of the crisis in Soviet communism?  What did it show or prove?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Watch the clip below.  This was a Western news report from the time of the Chernobyl disaster.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0k3wnXBE5S0

How can it be argued that the Chernobyl disaster forced a change in thinking in the Soviet Union?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How does the Chernobyl disaster link to Gorbachev’s ‘new thinking’?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Lesson 5  – Collapse of the Soviet Union.
L/I: To explain why the Soviet Union collapsed.

Read through the information below:
[image: ]  



Explain why Gorbachev’s popularity was different in the Soviet Union compared to abroad:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[image: ]
Explain why Gorbachev thought it was necessary to dissolve the Soviet Union.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[image: ]

Explain the importance of the collapse of the Soviet Union for relations between the Superpowers.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Lesson 6 – Exam Questions
L/I: To practice writing out answer to exam questions.

Explain the importance of Gorbachev’s new thinking in Super power Relations.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Source A: From Gorbachev's memoirs
written in 1995. Here he was discussmg wh

the Soviet Union wanted to improve relations
with the USA

I realised that it was vitally important to correct
distorted ideas the Soviet Union had about other
‘nations. These misconceptions had made us
oppose the rest of the world for many decades.
We understood that in a world of mutual
interdependence, Pprogress was unthinkable for any
society which was fenced off from the world by
impenetrable state frontiers and ideological

ters. We knew that in a nuclear age we could
not build a safe Security system based just on
‘military means. This Pprompted us to propose an
entirely new idea of globaj security, which would
include all aspects of international relations.
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Geneva Summit
November 1985

Before the Geneva Summit, Gorbachev appointed a new foreig
replace the old hardliner, Andrei Gromyko. At Geneva, Gorbac
e i lationship, and a
No formal agreements but Reagan and Gorbachev estab'lished agood working re P,
mutual desire to improve relations between their countries.

n minister, Eduard Shevardnadzg, to
ev and Reagan met for the first time.

Reykjavik Summit
October 1986

Gorbachev was worried about the danger that nuclear weapons posed to the world. His de’swe rlo reduce
the world stockpile of nuclear arms may well have been strengthened w‘hen the Chernobyl nuclear
power plant in Ukraine exploded in April 1986. Large swathes of the Soviet Union and beyoqd were
affected by nuclear fallout. In Reykjavik, Gorbachev proposed phasing out nuclear weapons if the
Americans gave up their SDI program.

Outcome !

Both leaders knew that the Americans could not agree to give up SDI. Once again, the meeting broke up
with no formal agreement but an improvement in relations.

Washington Summit
December 1987

Gorbachev had now accepted that the Americans were not going to scrap SDI, and that his country's best
interests lay in agreements on disarmament, reducing spending on weapons and better relations with
the West.

Outcome

This was the first US-Soviet summit to lead to the signing of a formal treaty - the Intermediate-Range

Nuclear Force (INF) Treaty. The treaty said that both countries would abolish all land-based missiles with a
range of 500-5,500 km.

Moscow Summit
1988

In this summit, some complex detail related to the INF treaty was resolved, Later i

-Laterin the year, Go
travelled to the USA, where he made a speech at the United Nations announcing a redL}::tionGinr\tl)vaacrls]:v\\l/
Pact troops and that Soviet forces would leave Afghanistan,

Malta Summit
1989

At Malta, Gorbachev met with the new American President, George Bush.

Outcome Bl

No new agreements were made, but both the USA ang the Soviet Unj i :

end of the Cold War. Oisauiithis meeting as marking the

Gorbachev said, 'l assure the President of the Uniteqd States that | wil| never
USA. We are at the beginning of a long road to a lasting, peacefuy| era.The thsrteaar: 2fhf?)tr War against the
€&, mistrust,

: i ical struggle should all b thii '
psychological and ideologica h all be things of the past.! e { :
peace and transform the East-West relationship to one ofendurinz co-gses:-.,:;lg'- W can realise i=-ting

Figure 3.4 Landmark summit meetings between the US anq Soviet leaders in the 19805

Ve
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9 The collapse

of Soviet control of eastern Europe

TF:Q

- East Germany

October 1989

23 October 1989
4 November 1989
9 November 1989

3 October 1990

Gorbachev tells East Germany that Soviet
troops will not put down East German
demonstrations.

300000 people protest in Leipzig

One million people protest in East Berlin.
Berlin Wall is opened

Germany reunified into one country.

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

o

o Hungary

HUNGARY

—

Strikes throughout the country.

1988
1989  Free trade union — Solidarity — wins
elections. Mazowiecki becomes first
non-communist Prime Minister in
eastern Europe.
N
SOVIET
UNION
b e A
0 500 km

: Czechoslovakia

17 November 1989  Huge demonstrations against
communism begin.

Communist government resigns.
Vaclav Havel becomes first
non-communist President of
Czechoslovakia since 1948.
Democratic elections won by
Civic Forum - an alliance of

24 November 1989
9 December 1989

1990

1988  Gorbachev accepts that Hungary can
become a multi-party state.

Hungary opens its border with Austria.
Democratic elections won by Democratic
Forum, an alliance of anti-communist groups.

1989
1990

YUGOSLAVIA

anti-communist groups.

ROMANIA

16 December 1989
21 December 1989

22-24 December 1989
Hundreds are killed.

i 25 December 1989
e squad.

1990

f - Romania - The most brutal government in eastern Europe.

Secret police fire on demonstrators in Timisoara.
Huge crowd in Bucharest boos President
Ceausescu, who flees but is captured later.
Army joins rebellion and fights secret police.

Ceausescu and his wife are shot by a firing

Democratic elections won by National Salvation
Front, containing many ex-communists.

T,

Lﬁ‘ =

Bulgaria

1990

Democratic elections won by
renamed Communist Party.

A Figure 9.1 Map showing the break-up of the Soviet Empire in the years 1988-91
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9.2 The fall of the Berlin WaH

reform i eastern Europe b

din Bast Germany in 1989 and there were call
system of government. Gorbachey visiced East Germany in O
politcallea

Demonstra

et Union would no b
ind,on 4 November,che

demonstration in Eas
plein East Berlin demanding

Germany's with ove one million p





image23.jpeg
people
million
Westand E

Tension in the
tobe dwindlin
was dissolved





image24.jpeg
e —————

9.3 The Collapse of the Soviet Ur

Gorbachev was now undoubtedly the darling of the West.
He was widely respected for his willingness to reform and
the fac tha his policies had encouraged the break-up of
eastern Europe, bur there was a paradox about Gorbachev’s
removal. He was scen as a villain by many in the Soviet
Union, buta hero by many in the world. He was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1990 (see Source E).

Source E An extract from the citation of the Nobel Peace
Prize Committee, 1990

‘The Nobel Committee has decided to award the 1990

Peace Prize to Mikhail Gorbachey, President of the Soviet
Union, for his leading role in the peace process. During the
last fewyears, dramatic changes have taken place in the
relationship between East and West. Confrontation has
been replaced by negotiations. Old European nations have
been allowed to regain their freedom. The arms race is
slowing down and we see a definite and active process in the
direction of arms control and disarmament. These historic
changes spring from severalfactors, but in 1990 the Nobel
Committee wants to honour Mikhail Gorbachev. The greater
‘openness he has brought about in Soviet society has also
helped promote international trust.

However, at home, in the Soviet Union, Gorbachev's
policies were treated with suspicion and led to ever
increasing criticism. Leading members of the Communist
Party believed that perestroika and glasnost had weakened
communism rather than reviving . As a result, on 19
August 1991, a group of senior communist government
officials - known as the ‘Gang of Eight' - organised a coup
which removed Gorbachev from power.
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jiet Union

The new government declared a state of emergency and
remaoved the policies of perestroika and glasnost. However, the
new government only lasted for three days. Boris Yeltsin,
the Chair of the Russian Supreme Soviet, played a crucial
role in overthrowing this new government. Describing the
new government as illegal, Yeltsin called on the people of
Moscow to resist this regime.

On 21 August, Gorbachev recurned to Moscow and resumed
his position as leader. However, the coup had damaged the
authority of Gorbachev and made Yeltsin a popular hero.
Gorbachev's final attempr to save the Soviet Union was

the incroduction of a new constitution, which would give
the Soviet republics, such as Latvia and the Ukraine, much
greater independence.

The leaders of these countries, however, wanted full
independence and never accepted the new constitution. The
many nationalities and ethnic groups saw how the satellice
states in easten Europe had been able o break away from
Moscow and wanted to do the same. In 1990, the Baltic
states of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania declared themselves
independent, which was accepted by Moscow in 1991. This
led to other demands for independence within the Soviet
Union. There were fears that the country was about to

disintegrate and Gorbachey found that he was opposed

by most sections of Soviet society. As a result Gorbachev

officially announced dissolution of the Soviet Union and

hs resignation on 25 December 1991 and the Soviet Union
cinco several independent scates (see Figure 9.2).
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