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Lesson One - Why did women need the vote?

L/1: To understand why women did not have the vote and why they needed it.

Starter:

Woman’s mission:
Companion of
manhood, 1863

What does this painting tell us about women during the
Victorian times?

Activity One — Read through the different expectations of women during Victorian times

What was the Victorian idea of the perfect woman?

Angelic — A wife must provide a safe and loving home, look slim and delicate and not work.

Obedient — A wife must obey her husband.

A possession — When a woman married, her and what she owned, became the husband’s property.

Silent — Women were seen as less intelligent than men, so were not allowed to speak about things

like politics.
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Main Activity — Use the information below to help you answer the following question

Victorian arguments why women shouldn’t be allowed to vote.

N ]

( Women don't need to vote. Men
look after women's interests,
We've made laws limiting the
hours women work in factories
and now we let women go to
university. Men can be trusted to
- run the country.

Wormen are irrational, hyat'erical
and not capable of making
important decisions therefore
they should not have the vote.

P/

Women shouldn’s 4o out to work
because they take Jobs from men,
This doesn’t do anyone any good

because women earn less than men

g0 the families have less money.

If 2 woman has the vote, she will
devote less time to her family.
The house will be untidy, the
children in rags and there will be

no dinner on the table

3
The majority of women
the vote. It's just a noisy few
that are demanding women's
rights. My husband looks after
me perfectly well. | don't know
what he earns but | get a good

" Wormen are weaker than men in

allowance for clothes.

Man was created by God to
rule over woman. This is God's
eternal law which we have no
right to alter.

~

their physical strength. Women
do not fight-in-wars so they do
not have the right to vote.




Ner?

5

4
TN\

t
54

Stewards Academy

Education for Victorian women

Working women during Victorian times

Women'’s work

Not all women could be ‘the
angel in the house’. Working-
class women had to work

becau: ir families

depended on them earning
mone N average, women
earned half the wages of men.

Most girls left school at
twelve years old and many
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Main activity — Use the information above: Victorian arguments against the vote, Education for
Victorian women and working women during the Victorians times, to answer the question below

Why did women need the vote and what stood in their way?

To answer this question:

- Explain why Victorian men were against women getting the vote. Use a
couple of examples from the information above.

- Explain why life was so hard and unfair for Victorian women. Use some
examples from the information above.

- Explain why women getting the vote would make their lives better.
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Lesson Two - The Suffragettes

L/1: To understand who the suffragettes were.

Use Box One on your Knowledge Organiser and last lessons notes, to complete the starter task
below:

How women were seen during Victorian times
Next to each key word, explain how this meant women were supposed to be
viewed in society:

Angelic —

Obedient —
A possession—

Silent —

Activity One — Read through the following information

Who started the Suffragettes?

* From the 1850’s suffrage societies
campaigned for women to be able to vote.

* They used letters to newspapers, leaflets
and marched around London to persuade
Members of Parliament to support them.

* In October 1903, Emmeline Pankhurst set
up the Women’s Social and Political Union
and only took in women members. These
women became known as suffragettes.

11
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Activity Two — Go through each Suffragette and highlight the following:

12

- What they believed.
- Who they were.
- What they did.

Who were the

Christaﬁél 'Pankhru;;s\t‘.

Emmeline Pankhurst ~ Sylvia Pe rst

“I was born in 1858 in’ “l was one of the few women  “l trained as an rtist. 1ama
Manchester into a well-off to train as a lawyer in the ./‘( member of the n’ew, Labour
family. When 1 was 21 1 1890s but | am not allowed tq Party. My mc,)ther dlsappr?ves
married a lawyer, Richard work as a lawyer. | believe the*  of me spending so much time
Pankhurst. We have five suffragettes should be more with poor workmg wornen,
children. Christabel was my militant. We need actions. but we should be fighting to
first daughter.” ' Talking has got us nowhere.” make better laws for all

women as well as for the vote.”

= 8 Annie Kenney

(1879-1953). A mill-worker from
Lancashire, she was the only
working-class woman to become a
suffragette leader. Since she was
ten. Annie had worked half of
each day in a mill and spent half a
day at school. She became famous
in 1905 when, together with
Christabel Pankhurst, she was
arrested and imprisoned for
shouting out at a political
meeting. This was the first
militant action of the suffragettes.
Annie was imprisoned four times.

4 C = Mary Gawthorpe
(1881—1960). Born into a poor
family in Leeds, she became a
teacher and worked hard for poor
needy children as well as for the
suffragettes. She went to prison
four times. In 1912 she went on
hunger strike in protest at how the
suffragettes were being treated.
She was released early because of
her poor health.

Indian
suffragettes at the Women's
Coronation Procession in 191 1.
This procession was held a week
before the coronation_o'f King
George V to win pyblrcn:y for
‘Votes for Women’. e i
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Activity Three — Use the following video to add information to the Spider Diagram below -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0QVQcqkPDs&t=5s

How the
suffragettes won
British women the
vote.

Main activity:

Who had the biggest impact on the suffragette
movement?

All of the women we have looked at in todays lesson had a large impact
on the suffragette movement.

Using your own opinion, explain who out of the five women we have
focused on, had the biggest impact. You must explain why in your
answer!

Challenge — Explain, in your own words, using what we learned last
lesson and in todays lesson, why the suffragettes are so important to
learn about.

13


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0QVQcqkPDs&t=5s

N4

N\

524

14

Stewards Academy



§§% Stewards Academy

Lesson Three — How did women try to get the vote?

L/1: To understand how the suffragettes tried to get the vote.

Use Box Two on your Knowledge Organiser and last lessons notes, to complete the starter task
below:

The Suffragettes

From the 1850’s societies campaigned for women to be able to
vote.

In October 1903, set up the

and only took in women members.

These women became known as

There were thousands of Suffragettes, but some of the most prolific are Emmeline
Pankhurst, here daughters and Sylvia, Emily
Kenney and

Activity One — Read through these key terms
Publicity - The attention gained by a protest or an act.

Suffragist - Wrote letters to government, published newspapers, and went on marches. Nonviolent
protesters.

Suffragette - Also wanted the vote but wanted to attract the governments attention by being far
more direct.

Activity Two — Answer the following questions using the information below

How did the suffragettes get publicity?

1. Make a list of all the different methods the suffragettes used to get attention for their
cause.

2. Pick three of the methods and explain what these methods involved.

15
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3. Which method would have been most helpful in getting the attention of the public?

Explain why.

® How did the suffragettes get publicity?

Suffragette activity can be summed up in one word —
publicity. Most MPs were actually in favour of votes for
women, but it was an issue they could easily ignore. So the
Pankhursts wanted to
make votes for
women an issue they
could not ignore.
This meant publicity,
publicity, publicity.
They wanted their
campaign to be on
the front page of
the newspapers
every day if
possible. Here

are just a few

of the things

they did.

ailings so that they had more time to protest before
police took them away.

' Banners The suffragettes insisted banners should be
made skilfully and with good materials. Their rules were: ‘Never use

, anything that is ugly’, 'If it is not exactly right it won't do at all’, ‘Do not
use the wrong colour’.

16

i
The suffragettes
published their own weekly

newspaper Votes for Women. It was

sold in shops all over Britain and on

the street by suffragette members.
Women had to stand in the street to:

sell their newspaper because they

could bg arrested for obstruction

if they stood on the pavement.

The newspaper had pictures and

articles about suffragette

processions and meetings, fund-

raising reports and letters. Prizesof
bicycles painted in the suffragette a’
colours were given to the women /}
who sold the most copies. ‘j

3

1l
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HOW DID Wonpy TRY'TO GET THE Y

Photo
opportunities Christabe|
Pankhurst buying heather to

- - . welcome the ‘Scotch lassie’ Mary
< Processions In 1908, 3Q0,000 suffragettes joineda Phillips on her release from prison
march to Hyde Park. The marchers Wwore white, green and purple as a

_ in 1908. She was the longest-
uniiomjxmbjassjndjihzemandiplayﬁuuiﬁagett&smg&_\ serving suffragette prisoner,

_ Chalking Emma Sproson and a '

~

friend chalking a suffragette message in the

17
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Activity Three — Go through the following text and highlight the answer to these questions:

1. What happened in November 1910? Include the 18" November.

2. How did things change from 1910 onwards?

3. How were the suffragettes now being referred to? Include both by Emmeline Pankhurst
and the public.

4. What did the suffragettes begin to do over the next four years?

@ How did the campaign become more violent after 1910?

November 1910 was a turning point in the
campaign. The Prime Minister promised to
change the law so that women had the right
to vote. It looked as if victory was in their
grasp. Then he called an election so the
plan was abandoned. The suffragettes were
furious and frustrated.

On 18 November 1910, 300 women went
to Parliament to protest. They were beaten
up by police who had been ordered by the
government to frighten and humiliate the
women so they would stop protests. Police
kicked the women, twisted their breasts,
punched their noses and thrust knees
between their legs. One woman, Ellen
Pitfield, died from her injuries.

From 1910 the suffragette campaign
became more MILITANT. In the past a few
suffragettes had attacked property or
smashed windows. Now that became
common. In the past, one or two
suffragette leaders had risked prison.
Now it became hundreds.

Emmeline Pankhurst called the
suffragettes an ‘army’. The women
were referred to as ‘warriors’. Money
raised went to the ‘war-chest’. Over the next
four years:

sou Suffragettes with a smashed
window in 1912,

@ Street lamps were broken. .
s withle i el Fr‘om 1911 the.suffra.gettes set out on massive
e e A Dl e window-smashing raids. Many of the shops in
the West End of London were attacked. On
1 March 1912 Emmeline Pankhurst and
others smashed windows in 10 Downing
Street, the home of the Prime Minister, and
on the same day 150 shops were attacked.
One elderly woman gave this as her reason
. for becoming more violent: ‘I’ve read
everything; a great deal has been written,
and a great deal has been said and it’s no
good. Something has got to be done! I just
want to go out into the street and smash, and
) smash, and smash — everything.’

@ Golf greens were scraped and burnt with acid.

@ Telegraph and telephone wires were
severed with long-handled clippers.

@ Thirteen pictures were hacked in the
Manchester Art Gallery.

@ Houses were set on fire.

4 Bombs were placed near the Bank of
England in London, in Doncaster and in

Dublin.

@ An axe was thrown at the Prime Minister.

18
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Main Activity - Why do vou think the suffragette campaign became more violent after 1910?

To answer this question:
*  You need to compare what the suffragettes did before and after 1910.

*  You also can explain why the suffragettes changed their methods and explain why they
needed publicity.

19
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Lesson Four - Was Emily Davison a Martyr?
L/1: To look at what a martyr is and to decide if Emily Davison was one.

Use Box Three on your Knowledge Organiser and last lessons notes, to complete the starter task
below:

Fighting for the vote

During the Suffragettes campaign, it was vital that they had publicity. They
wanted the issue of women’s right to vote to constantly be on peoples minds. In
the space below, make a list of the things Suffragettes did to get publicity and
explain how each got them publicity.

1.

Emily Davison

* Emily Davison was a teacher, but quit to campaign full time for the suffragettes.

* She believed the suffragettes were right to be militant and fight.

* She was put in prison nine times for stone throwing, window smashing and
setting fire to post boxes.

* Emily Davison is seen as a martyr, because she died for the Suffragette cause. If
you die for a cause you believe in, too many people you become a martyr.

20
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Activity One - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-W_URTWjgR0

Create a timeline of events using the video above. Create the timeline on separate paper and then
place it in your Blended Learning Booklet, or your Independent study folder.

Activity Two — Answer the questions below, using the information below.

The consequences of Emily’s actions

1. What happened to Emily immediately after the Derby?

2. Why were the suffragette leaders stunned?

3. How did the Suffragettes take advantage of her death?

4. What effect did her death have on newspapers?

Extension — Look at Source 25 and 27. How do they show Emily Davison differently?

Main Activity:

1. Do you think that Emily Davison was incredibly brave, or incredibly foolish? Explain your
answer.

21
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2. Explain why Emily Davison’s death would have been useful for the suffragettes. Think
about attention and publicity.

22
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Lesson Five - The Cat and Mouse Act

L/1: To explain why the Cat and Mouse Act was significant and to judge if hunger strike was an
effective method of protest

Activity One — Answer the following questions using the following text

How did opponents react to the suffragettes?

1. Go through A-E below and list the different ways the government reacted to the
suffragettes and for each one, explain how this would stop the suffragettes.

2. Do you think the government was right to react in the way shown?

Extension — If people today used the kind of violence the suffragettes did, would you approve or
disapprove? You must explain why.

23
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Wormen are only allowed
in if accompanied by a
responsible man.

| sentence you to eighteen
months’ imprisonment for
this outrageous offence,

24
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The Cat and Mouse Act

* There were many suffragettes in

prison, so many of them used hunger
strikes to gain sympathy.

In 1914, the government brought in a
new law, known as the Cat and
Mouse Act.

This allowed hunger strikers to be
released until their health improved
and then they would be re-arrested
to complete their sentences.

Main Activity:

Do you think Hunger strike would have been an effective form of protest for the Suffragettes?

- Consider what the Government were doing to stop it E.g. the Cat and Mouse Act explained
above.

- Do you think it would have got them support, publicity and sympathy?

- Do you think it was too dangerous to use as a form of protest?

25
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Lesson Six — Why did women get the vote?

L/1: To understand what women did during the First World War.

What did the suffragettes do during the Great
War?

* Women responded in different ways to the

announcement that Britain was at war with
Germany.

* Many decided to join in the war effort and
volunteered for a variety of jobs.

* Followers of Emmeline Pankhurst became very
enthusiastic volunteers, helping Britain from
the ‘Home Front’.

Activity One — How would you have reacted if you were a woman fighting for the vote when
World War One started?

Explain what you would do and explain your reasoning why!

26
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Activity Two
Look at Sources 1-5.
For each Source explain the following:

1. What kind of work the women are doing.

2. Do you think this work earned them a good reputation and why?

Source 1

1.

27



%

t
W

Stewards Academy

Source 2

1.

Source 3

1.

Source 4

1.

Source 5

1.

28
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Activity Three — Read through the information below and highlight all the reasons that allowed
women to get the vote.

"War Girls' by Jessie Pope There was a whole range of other reasons
e : ; _ why women won the vote:
ere’s the girl who clips your ticket for the train,

And the girl who speeds the lftfrom floor to floor, ¢ David Lloyd George, who replaced

There’s the girl who does a milk-round in the rain, Herbert Asquith as Prime Minister in
And the girl who calls for orders at your door. 1916, was a supporter of women voting
Strong, sensible and fit ; but not the use of violence.

They're out to show their gri, @ The Labour Party, which had always

And tackle jobs with energy and knack. SuPp.Orted women voting, had MPs in the
No longer caged up and penned up, G = oo

They're going to keep their end up ¢ Men who had orggnised anti-suffrage

Till the khaki soldier boys come marching back. SOMED LA By i W ere coull o

influence what was happening at home.

So the vote was partly a reward for working in ol sz’e o e SupRoited Wotestor
Women’ when it could see women
the war. The government had already started : -
: e ; working hard in the war.

to think about giving women the vote in
1915 when the peaceful NUWSS wrote
thousands of letters to MPs. Their leader,
Millicent Fawcett, had decided it would not
be right to hold demonstrations during
wartime. Many MPs were impressed by their
lack of violence and began to support votes
for women. Herbert Asquith was the most
important of those MPs because he was Prime
Minister for the first two years of the war.

The WSPU (the suffragettes), with
our pre-war campaign for the vote, | -
followed by our patriotic stand and
national service, has won the
greatest victory on record.

Women cannot fight but )
they fill our munition
factories. They are doing
work which the fighting
men had to perform
before and this makes a
special appeal to me.
Since the war began we
have had no recurrence of

that detestable

campaign and no one can

say we are giving in to
violence. .

e

You are probably wondering'why only women over 30 were given the vote
in 1918. There were two reasons. Firstly, the government didn’t want
there to be more women voting than men. If all women over 21 had been
given the vote then 52 per cent of voters would have been women.
Secondly, some men still believed that women, especially when they were
young, were not capable of understanding serious matters like politics. The
government feared that MPs would stop women having the vote at the
same age as men. Women over 21 were eventuauy given the vote in 1928.
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Stewards Academy

What was most important in getting women
the right to vote?

Explain the different reasons why women were able to get the vote.
Explain which one you believe to be the most important.
Argue your point and explain your answer!

Challenge — ‘David Lloyd George did nothing to help women get the
vote. How far do you agree with this statement?

30



