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Religious Education Year 8 Summer Blended Learning Booklet
Religious leaders
Name:
Form:
Aim to complete one lesson each week. Write out the title and LI and then complete the tasks. 
All video links are online using the ClassCharts link. 
The Knowledge Organiser on pages 5 & 6 has all the key information and vocabulary to help you with this unit. 
Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback.
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Lesson 1 What makes a good leader.
Learning Intention 
To consider the characteristics that make a good leader. 

Do now task.
Can you think of any characteristics that make a leader good? Create a list or mind map.

Learn the spelling list. 
1. Mythology 
2. Zeus 
3. Hades 
4. Titans 
5. Olympians 
6. Mount Olympus
7. Underworld
8. Sacrifices 
9. Egyptian 
10. Aboriginal 
11. Dreamtime
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Task - DARTS key questions

What do you think is the most important quality of a leader in your life?
I think that the most important quality of a leader is… because… 

Who do you consider to be a leader in your life? 
In my life I believe that… is a leader because… 

 In your opinion, should a leader lead by example or lead by telling you what to do? 
In my opinion, leader should lead by telling you what to do / by example, because…

Task: Explain briefly what a leader is. 

WAGOLL
A leader is someone who leads by example and brings others with them on the journey to reach the teams / organisations goal.


Lesson 2:  Religious leaders
Learning Intention 
To reflect on whether religious leaders have authority from God.  

Do now task;
Can you think of any religious leaders from any of the religions we have studied so far in years seven and eight?
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Task 1
Add in any you may have missed out (put them in using blue pen).
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Task 2 – 

What do religious leaders do?
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Task 3 - DARTS key questions

What do you think the most important role of a religious leader should be? 
I think that the most important role of a religious leader is... Because… 

Should a religious leader be serving God or their community more? 
In my opinion a religious leader should focus on serving God / their community more because…

Task 4 – What would you do? 

If you were a religious leader, what would be the thing you focused on more? Serving God, serving the community, learning more about your religion or something else? Explain your point of view giving details about why.  

If I were a religious leader my main focus would be… because…  

List three religious’ leaders. 
 
 
1.
2.
3. 

Lesson 3: Religious Texts
Learning Intention 
To reflect on the idea of religious authority being shown through a sacred text. 

Do now task.
Can you think of any holy books from different religious groups? Create a list or mind map.


Learn the spellings:

1. Pope 
2. Imam 
3. Leadership 
4. Leader 
5. Communication 
6. Supportive
7. Skills 
8. Personality 
9. Ambition 
10. Qualities 
11. Monks 
12. Pastors
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Why do you think religious texts have been given, by God throughout history? What is their purpose? 

Do you think people should trust what their sacred books tell them? 

Do you think these texts are still relevant today?

Task 4: DARTS questions

Why do you think religious texts have been given, by God throughout history? What is their purpose? 
I believe / do not believe that religious texts have been given by God throughout history because… 
Do you think people should trust what their sacred books tell them? 
I think that people should / should not trust what their sacred book tells them because… 
Do you think these sacred texts are still relevant today? 
I believe that these sacred texts are still / not relevant today because…

Final task: Name three holy texts from the start of today’s lesson and which religion are they linked to. 

Lesson 4: Sources of authority

Learning Intention 
To consider what authority is and who has it in our lives. 

Do now task.
Discuss with a partner, what do you think authority is?  

What can we remember from last lesson?



Learn the spelling words:
1. Leader 
2. Leadership 
3. Authority 
4. Responsible 
5. Bible 
6. Qur’an 
7. Pope
8. Imam 
9. Vicar
10. Guru
11. Allah 
12. God 
13. Torah 
14. Guru Granth Sahib 
15. Morals 
16. Religion 
17. Religious 
18. Sacred 
19. Responsibility 
20. Worship
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Task 4 - DARTS key questions

Why do you think that religious texts are considered to be an authority within each faith? 

Which is more important do you think, religious leaders or religious texts? Explain your point of view.


Task 4 - DARTS key questions
Why do you think that religious texts are considered to be an authority within each faith? 
In my opinion religious texts are considered to be a source of authority within religious groups because… 
Which is more important do you think, religious leaders or religious texts? Explain your point of view. 
I think that religious leaders / religious texts are the most important for religious followers because…

Give the definition for what a Humanist is. 

Humanists are people who believe in learning from human experiences and take authority from those around them that have experienced similar scenarios and share what they have learned with others.

Lesson 5: Morals and Conscience

Learning Intention 
To find out what conscience is and where it might come from. 

Do now task;
Discuss with a partner, what do you think the conscience is?  
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Task - Key questions

Does your own moral code allow you to do the following? 
Tell lies all the time.
Tell lies in some circumstances.
Steal because you want something you cannot afford. 
Disrespect your parents because they are getting on your nerves.
Take something, such as food, because you need to support your family.

How do your morals change in different situations?
What would you do? 
The school is offering rewards for good behaviour, you need to have a certain number of positive points, you have five too few. The teacher leaves the room, and you can see the laptop is open on the class page and you could easily add the five points on, what do you do? 
If you do not add the points on someone you think that does not deserve to go will go instead, what do you do? 
If you do not add the points on you will be the only person in the class that does not go, what do you do? 
If you put on the five points one child will miss out, do you add the points? 
If you add the points your best friend does not get the reward, what do you do? 
You find out that the reward is a trip to go ice skating, what do you do? 
You find out the trip is to go to a theme park, free of charge, what do you do? 
Your teacher offers to put on the five points, because they think you deserve to go, what do you do?
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Why do you think it is important for religious believers, to make good moral decisions? 

I think it is important for religious believers to make good moral decisions because…
Lesson 6:
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Nelson Mandela (1918-2013)
Nelson Mandela was 2 leader who fought against ‘apartheid in South Afr-
[ca. This was where white and biack people were separated and biack peo-
ple id not have equalrights.
He became leader of the Afrcan National Congress (ANC) and told his fol-
lowers not to use any violence as he didn't want anyone to get hurt. The
white Government were angry that Mandels was trying to take away their
power 5o they arrested him 35 3 terrorit. He
wias sent to prison on Robben Island for 27
years.
Mandela was released from prison in 1990
nd continued to campaign against apart-
heid. He was finally successful and n 1994
e became the first black president of South
Africa.
s president he worked hard to make South
Africa 3 country where al races could lve to-
getherin peace and founded the Nelson
Mandela Foundation.

“f they can learn to hate, they can be taught to love.”

Key Words
[segregation: setting someone apart from others.

Apartheid: Meaning ‘apartness'. A system used n the country of South Afri-
ca that organises people by their race.

Pacifism: The belief that violence should never be used .

Mohandas Gandhi 1869-1948
Gandhi led India i its struggle for freedom [0
against Britsh rule. He fought for the rights of |
1l people so that they were equal.
Gandhi was a Hindu and grew up in India. When
e was older he moved to South Africa where
he experienced injustice because of the colour
o his skin (s race). One important event that
happened to him was when he was thrown offa
train for stting in first class.
When he retumed to India he saw that biack and Indian people were being
treated in the same way as they were in South Africa. He wanted to stop
this and fight for Indian independence from the Briish who were in charge.
of India at the time.

e organised many non-violent protests but he was put in prison for
[them. One of Gananr's most successful protests was the ‘Salt Marc when
Gandhi decided to walk 241 miles o the seaside.

india finall won independence in 1947 but Gandhi was kiled soon after.

“An eye for an eye, makes the whole world go biind.

Key Words|
Styagraha: The idea of using non-violence to get the Britsh toleave Inda.
imsa: The Hindu belief that we should respect all Iving things.

Fost: Refusing to eat.
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Task 1 - Draw a mind map / write a list about the characteristics that make a
good leader. ‘
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Task 2 — Leaders in your life

WAGOLL

Make a table like the one below showing the leaders of your school. For each of them, add
one quality that you think they have which allows them to do their job well.

Person within the school. Quality they have

Head teacher

Tutor

Class teacher for your favourite lesson

Head of year

PSM

Me
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Leadershil! IF YOUR ACTIONS 2) Being a leader doesn't mean you're removed

OTHERS from the people you are working with, it is about
T0 MORE leading them we_\l, SO you can unde_rstand how to
1) Leadership is about bringing together a group of people's skills to get ” best harness their skill set. The role is to help your
the best outcome. Being a leader is not just about how senior or MORE, team when they need you, to improve your own
important you are, you can show leadership no matter what your role is in DO MORE AND skills and help develop those around you. Most
n organisation. Leadership really is about setting goals and being clear to importantly it is about ensuring you treat people
others about what you need from them whilst working hard to achieve BECOME MORE, the way you like to be treated. People will work
the goal together. 3 harder for a leader that they respect.

slydvda

3) A good leader takes the lead. A good leader has personality, courage, clear
vision with ambition to succeed. A good leader encourages the team to
perform to their optimum all the time and drives organisational success.
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4) An effective leader is a person with a passion for a cause that is larger
than they are. Someone with a dream and a vision that will better society, or
at least, some portion of it. | think a very key question has to be answered:
Can someone who is a charismatic leader, but only to do evil or to promote
herself, be a leader -- especially if she has a large following?” | would say no,
she is a manipulator.
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Religious Leadership

¢ WHAT DO RELI¢10ys LEADERS DO?

Religious leaders lead worshi i

people come together ro[jvhgz;’hey VQH e
J D, and are in charge of what

qoes on at a service of worship. They are available?o help

people in need at any time and are expected to become

involved in local events,

© LEADERS OF RELIGION

Many religious people expect their leaders to have
more of God’s qualities than other non-religious
leaders. If they go to their religious leader for help or
advice, they might expect the answer to be like the
one they believe God would give them.

Many Christians believe that God gives their leaders
special powers when they become priests or vicars,
and this gives them more authority than someone
who is not a priest or vicar.

Muslims choose their leader, who they call an imam,
from men who have learnt a lot about the Qur’an
or Holy Book. Their wisdom comes from the Qur'an,
which they believe is the word of Allah.

Sony, can't R
i ol THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND o
7 The Church of England is the largest Protestant 3;

Church in Britain. ,j

The head of the Church of England is the monarch,
who takes the title ‘Defender of the Faith’

There are two archbishops who lead the Church on
behalf of the monarch. The most important of these

is the Archbishop of Canterbury.

Underneath the archbishops are bishops, who are
responsible for several churches in one area.

The bishops are supported by archdeacons from
their area.

Underneath the archdeacons are priests or vicars,
who are responsible for a local church or community

Other Christian denominations have similar
Ieaqership structures to make sure the help and
guidance religious people need is there for them
'from people they can trust. :

sometimes a religious leader may decide to become ‘
involved in s_orting out something they feel is a serious
problemi‘rhls may be a religious issue, but often it will be a moral
or social issue about how people live their day-to-day lives

For example, they may become involved in projects to relieve
poverty or to try to end racism.

Whatever they do, religious leaders are expected to be good role
models. This means they are expected to set a good example for

other people to follow.
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»What are the names of the religious texts from different world religions?

Sacred texts

Guru Granth Sahib
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Religious Texts — why are they so special?

slyvda

Sacred writings in Islam.

What are religious texts? Muslims believe that their sacred writings in the Qur’an
are the actual words of Allah as given to the Prophet
Muhammad. They believe that the Qur’an was revealed
to him by an angel over a period of twenty years.
Muslims believe that this is Allah’s way of permanently
communicating with his people.

All religions have beliefs and
teachings that believers consider
important. These beliefs and
teachings are often recorded in
sacred writings for followers of the
faith to read and better
understand their meaning. The Sacred writings in Christianity.
importance of these books often
comes from the belief that God or
a higher power had some part to
play in them being written.

Many Christians believe that the four Gospels in the Bible contain the
words of Jesus, written by four men who were writing for and on behalf
of God. Many believe that the writings have great authority because the
writers recorded what they and others saw and heard during Jesus’
lifetime. Many believe that God inspired the writers in their writing.

Why are they so important?

Religious texts are considered an ideal source of wisdom and help to guide people in their daily lives. Holy
texts cover many topics that help to shape the way people lead their lives and the decisions that they
make. Some people turn to a religious book to help guide them through tough situations that they may
face and feel that after reading Holy books they have more clearness and are able to think and act in a
more positive way. Furthermore, reading religious texts and understanding the stories and the lessons
being taught can help people to avoid repetition of the same errors from the past, by guiding people to act
in a morally just way and outlining what may happen if they chose to follow an inappropriate path.
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_ _ - _ part in them being permanently communicates with
3) Religious leaders lead worship, hold services, dictate | | Written. his followers
what's involved in the worship, support those in need )
and be available for guidance and support.
5) Many Christians believe that the four
Gospels in the Bible contain the words of Jesus,
written by four men who were writing for and
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6) Humanists, people who believe In learning from human experiences, take authority from those
around them that have experienced similar scenarios and share what they have learned with others.
Humanists prefer to think critically about something and focus on the evidence from people around

them, rather than relying upon a deity or pantheon of gods. And that's
about it.
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Moral and conscience Froewil .
God does not mandate our obedience. w]
>
A
'
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1) One characteristic of being human
is that we can choose what we do.
This is called ‘free will. If we do
something good, we feel pleased with
ourselves, but if we do something
wrong then we do not. This is known
as having a conscience.

2) Part of having free will is being able to choose
our own set of rules to live by. This set of rules,
usually unwritten, is called a moral code. For
many people, but not for all, a moral code is
linked to religious ideas and beliefs.

He lovingly gave us the ability to CHOOSE.
He gave it to us kindly, with only one string
ed: Accountability.

Stairway to Lo ]
3rand Heaven & Hell

trust

= 4) The ten commandments are a religious moral code
° '_|—‘ set out by God that Jews and Christians both respect.
iy T—I 3) Religious believers feel

Ten

— that they have an incentive Commandments I Bibleinfo
posive [ . to follow a moral code and
teaciors the teachings of their e You shall not murder

religious faith. Many
believe that they will spend
an eternity with God or

You shall make no idols You shall not commit adultery

have a more positive
rebirth. This links to the
idea of karma, where a
person gets what they
deserve based upon their
life.

You shall not steal

of the Lord your God in vain

You shall not bear false
Keep the Sabbath day holy witness against your neighbor
Honor your father and

your mother You shall not covet

You shall not take the name
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Think of a time you have done something good. .

* What did you do and how did you feel? Good ang b
I did... this made me feel... W

* Would you do it again?
Iwould / would not do this again because...
* Is it selfish to do something because it makes you feel good?
| think that it was / was not selfish of me because...
Think of a time you have done something not so good.
* What did you do and how did you feel?
I did... this made me feel...
* Would you do it again?

| would / would not do this again because...

* How do you think it made other people feel?

| think that it made the other person feel ... because...
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Round 3 — Religion, evil and suffering and historical religions

S~ | N - N - | E - B

In which religious pantheon of gods is
Zeus found?

In which religious pantheon of gods is
Anubis found?

In which religious pantheon of gods is
lupiter found?

What were the names of the two
brothers that founded Rome? Romulus
and...

Polytheism i the belief in one single all
powerful God, true o false?

Monotheism is the belief in one single
all powerful God, true or false?

Hercules was first associated with
Greek or Roman mythology?

Aboriginals and Pacific island groups
are both known for being which of the
following?

The mass murder of millions of people
during World War Two is better known
as

Who s blamed in Christianity for
creating original sin?

Which religious group uses the four
noble truths and the eight fold path to_
help them stop suffering?

Greek Mythology Roman Mythology

Greek Mythology

Roman Mythology

Greek Mythology

Roman Mythology

Regis Remus

True

True

Greek mythology

Monotheistic religions Polytheistic religions

D-Day The Holocaust
Adam Eve
Christians Muslims

Egyptian Mythology

Egyptian Mythology

Egyptian Mythology

Norse Mythology

Norse Mythology

Norse Mythology

Rufus

False

False

Roman mythology
Tribal religions Non-religious
Judgment day The night of broken glass
Adam and Eve satan
Buddhists
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Connect the right keyword to the definition.

Euthanasia Afrikaans word meaning separateness, or the state of being apart.
Monotheism People that believe in learning from people and their experiences.

Prejudice a person's moral sense of right and wrong.

Apartheid The state of undergoing pain, distress or hardship.
Humanism The mass murder of millions of people during WW2.
Polytheism The belief in one all powerful God.

Morals The act of leading.

Conscience Standards of behaviour that a person follows.

Leadership The prejudgement of a person or people.
Evil The painless killing of a patient suffering from an incurable and
: painful disease or in an irreversible coma.
Suffering immorality or doing wicked things to others.
Holocaust

The belief in multiple gods.
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