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Religious Education Year 7 Blended Learning Booklet
Symbols
Name:
Form:
Aim to complete one lesson each week. Write out the title and LI and then complete the tasks. 
All video links are online using the ClassCharts link. 
The Knowledge Organiser on page three has all the key information and vocabulary to help you with this unit. 
Upload all work onto Class Charts for feedback.
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Lesson 1 Symbols within religion

Li: To consider how symbols are used within religious groups and their importance.

Do Now Task:
Can you think of any religious symbols? Create a list, mind map draw them out (not too large).
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Task 1: What are symbol used for? 

Are they still useful?
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Task: Write a short sentence that summarises how we use symbols on a daily basis. 

WAGOLL 
Symbols help us to remember something important, communicate effectively with each other and pass on information non verbally, such as the use of speed signs that drivers use to know the speed limit.

Lesson two: Religious symbols
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What do you think? 


If you were to be summed up as a symbol, what do you think it might look like?
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Written one sentence to summarise why symbols are important for religious followers. 

WAGOLL 
Religious symbols are impotent for religious followers as it can bringing people of the same faith together, both building a person’s faith and strengthening their bond within the faith.

Lesson 3: Religious Symbolism – water
Learning Intention 
To consider why water is considered an important symbol for religious groups 
Do now task;
Create an image for the following symbols. 
(Draw each symbol in pencil / no words permitted / doesn’t have to be well drawn / Just draw the first thing that comes to mind) 
Stop 
Go 
Turn left 
No entry

Task: write down, What are the benefits of using symbols?
Are symbols still useful today? Explain and give an example.
How can symbols be useful within everyday use for us?  
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Lesson 4: Religious Images

[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]
What does the above statement mean and do you believe this to be true?
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Lesson 5: Symbolic Rituals
Learning Intention 
To explore different religious rituals. 
Do now task;
Check out the challenge questions below and have a go at one of the questions based on last lesson. 
Write down your view point, feel free to discuss with a partner.
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Lesson 6: Symbolic Actions
Learning Intention 
To discover the ways symbolic actions are regularly used. 
Do now task;
Read over your previous lessons in preparation for a short spelling test.

[image: ]

Learn the spellings.
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Colour the Mandala
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Check your answers from lesson 1.[image: ]

Lesson 4: check your answers 
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Match The Following Words With The World Religions
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A symbol is a picture that makes
us think of something or
remember something that is
important.
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The use of symbols

sLva

1) Religions and religious groups often express their beliefs through symbols and stories. Very often
these stories seem strange to those outside of the religion, however to those within them, they tell of
the teaching and practices and answer the stories such as why they so what they do.

2) Religious and non-religious symbols
are in daily use all around the world. We
use symbols and symbolic language
everyday, often without realising they
that is what we are doing.

4) Although symbols can be difficult to understand
they perform an essential part of the way that we
communicate with one another. Sometime symbols
are a much easier way to communicate because they
allow for a range of possible meanings to be
discussed.

3) Symbols help us to remember something
important, communicate effectively with each
other and pass on information non verbally, such
as the use of speed signs that drivers use to
know the speed limit.
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Why are symbols so important for
religious groups?

Why do you think symbols are important for religious
groups?

Try to consider —
* What is a symbol used for?
* What do the symbols represent?

* The way people use them within the faith as a
representation of their faith.

| believe that for religious groups symbols are important
because...
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Learning Intention
To consider how religious groups use symbols.
Do now task;
What are the foll‘owing religious symbols?
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Can you break the code?
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Do you remember what a symbol is?

A symbol is...
Explain what you think a symbol is.
Can you give an example?

A symbol is; ‘language objects, images or
actions that represent something other than
themselves’.

An example could be a dove as a symbol of
peace.
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Religious use of symbols

sLva

1) Religions and religious groups often express their beliefs through
symbols and have a way of bringing people together. Religious symbols
often allow followers to draw strength and solidarity with other followers,
for example the crucifix in Christianity brings followers together through
the idea that Jesus Christ died on the cross and resurrected.

2) Through the resurrection of Christ, it can give

Christians a belief about whatever trials or trouble | |3) Symbols can also allow religious
they are going through, they can get through it. follqwers to express their thoughts and
Additionally it allows followers to feel positive about | | feelings through the symbol. When people
the idea of an afterlife, as Jesus said those that | |understand more about a religion, they
believe, even though they die they will live for | |can decipher what the images and symbols
eternity in Heaven with God. mean.

*

4) For example the crescent moon and star, the
. symbol of Islam is used for several reasons.

5) This religious graphic design logo is commonly
known as the Yin and Yang.

¢ The moon and stars have been used a guide for
travellers through the dark for thousands of years.
Some Muslims see the teachings of Islam as a

The circle is a symbol of unity, while the dark and
light symbolize the marriage of opposites, such as
male and female, dark and light. The small circles
of opposite colour within the larger colour sides
represent that all things have a little bit of their
opposite characteristic.

guide to their journey through life.

The moon plays a key role in the Islamic calenda.
The first sighting of the new or crescent moon
marks the beginning of each month. The new
moon also marks the beginning and ending of
Ramadan, the period of fasting.
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* People use symbols for all sorts of reasons.
* Why do you use symbols?

* Create a list or mind map of ways that you use
symbols.

/7 Show people how I feel.
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DARTS The symbolic importance of water

1) Human beings have long been
in awe of water. Its movement,
its forms, its colours, its power —
all these draw our attention,
fascinate us, and sometimes
spellbind us. A natural symbol of
purification, water has been
used by religious peoples as a
means of removing uncleanness,
either ritual or moral.

2) Islam — Water plays a
central role in daily
worship. Before prayer
Muslims perform  a
washing routine called

2) In the creation story of the Jewish Torah and Christian Bible,
God'’s spirit first moved “over the face of the waters” and God
said “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures”
(Genesis 1:2, 20). In Islam, water is the origin of all life on Earth.
The Qur’an says water is the substance from which God created
the human being. At creation, even God’s throne “was upon
water” (11:7).

3) Christianity — Water is used as a symbol in
baptism. During baptism water is sprinkled over the
forehead of the person. This symbolises a person
being cleansed of their sins and giving themselves
to God. Through baptism people are believed to be
given eternal life through giving themselves to God.

‘wudu’. This  involves
washing  their; hands,
face, feet, arms, mouth,
ears and head. It is a way
of preparing the body
and mind to talk to Allah.

o —
*‘

BURIAL
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DARTS — key questions

1. Why do you think it is important for a Muslim to wash before they
perform worship?

| believe that it is important for Muslims to wash before performing

worship because...

2. What is the significance of Baptism for Christians, based upon the
images below?

The significance of Baptism for Christians in my opinion is... because...
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Why is water important in your life? ()

Write down your answers to the following questions;
* Why is water important in your life?

I think that...

* What do you use water for?

In my everyday life, | use water for...

* Could you survive without it?

| believe we could / could not survive without water because...
Why!!

WAGOLL

Water is important in my life as it is something | cannot live without. |
drink a lot of water each day to hydrate myself and make sure that my
body is functioning really well. As well as drinking | use water daily to
clean. After teaching or playing rugby | need to make sure | am clean for
the next thing in my day. | do not think that | could survive without
water because my body uses water everyday to function.
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Learning Intention

To explore different religious images and interpret
what we think they represent.

Do now task;

What message do you think the image below is
trying to get across?

Write down your view point, feel free to discuss with a partner.
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DARTS The symbolic nature of religious images

1) In the context of religion, pictures have a
special status which distinguishes them from
other pictures. Their evidence is tied to the
belief of their followers. Religious art or
sacred art is artistic imagery
using religious inspiration and themes and is
often intended to uplift the mind to the
spiritual. Sacred art involves the ritual

practices of each religious tradition. Religious
paintings idealize, glorify, suggest and tell the

story of a religion. They
keep religious traditions alive and make it
easier for individuals to visualize a concept or
event that is otherwise difficult to imagine
through the use of mere words.

This symbol s the well

/ known symbol of peace./,

This symbol is the Eiffel tower from Paris
and the peace symbol merged together.

Yy

BUDDISM

2)Religious symbols are used to convey concepts
concerned with humanity's relationship to the
sacred or holy for example the cross in Christianity.
Symbols are important because they facilitate
communication and identification of ideas and
other concepts based on what
those symbols represent, though they can have
literal as well as figurative meanings. Symbols can
be used to signify individuals, groups of people,
organizations or more vague concepts.

T

CHRISTIANITY

sUM

3) On the night of Friday thirteenth of November gunmen and suicide bombers attacked Paris with a hit on a
concert hall, a major stadium, busy restaurants and bars, almost simultaneously leaving one hundred and
fifty people dead and three hundred and fifty people wounded. The attacks, organised by the Islamic State
militant group, were described by President Francois Hollande as an "act of war”.
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Pictures to make you think )

1. Choose one of these images

2. What message do you think the
image is trying to tell you?

3. Write down your ideas as either a

mind map or as bullet points
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Lemon and Herb

Religious images glorify gods
to make us feel that we need
them, do you agree?

| agree / disagree with the

statement  that religious
images glorify gods to make us
feel that we need them
because...

Killing people is the wrong
way to bring about change?
Do you agree or disagree?
Explain your answer.

| believe that killing people is /
is not the wrong way to bring
about change because...

The actions of the few, can
have a wider effect on the way
people view the majority. Do
you agree? Can you link this to
a religion or current situation?

| agree / disagree that the
actions of a few can have a
wider effect on the way
people view the majority
because...
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DARTS Religious Rituals - Puja @)

1) Religious rituals are an important example of religious
believers expressing their faith or worshipping their deity. A
ritual is an action, or series of actions, that follow a certain

2) In Hinduism, the most
common form of worship is
called puja. This form of worship
uses a variety of images, objects
and symbolic actions.

pattern. This pattern is repeated regularly and can for the basis
or religious worship.

.
| What Is Puja? |

3) Most Hindus perform puja at

the morning. place at a shrine in their own

Puja is a daily routine home or at a temple. Puja is one

for Hindus. way Hindus show love and

affection to the deities.

Itis a simple form of

4) Puja involves making offerings
to one or more of the deities.
However, individual Hindus
perform puja in slightly different
ways. For example, the deities
that the offerings are made to

This food is known as prashad. and what the offerings are could
well be very different from one

worship using Mantras
(prayers) and making
offerings.

At the end of Puja,
any food offered to
the god is shared
out amongst the
worshippers.

household or temple to another.





image30.png
Religious Rituals- Worship

1) Hindus believe that their religion affects everything they do so
everything in their life is worship. Particular forms of worship may include
repeating names of God, listening to or reading the holy books or making
offerings.

2) A Hindu house always has a shrine
where the murtis or pictures are kept.
A shrine is a special holy place.
Sometimes it is very simple, just a shelf
on a wall, other shrines may be
beautifully decorated. If the house is

large it may be in a special room
otherwise it is usually in the kitchen or
mother’s bedroom. The murti is
surrounded by flowers and perfume.
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Darts key guestions

Choose one of the following questions and have a go at answering
it.

Make sure to;

Give your point of view

Explain your view

Link to ideas from previous lessons / learning
Link to religious ideology.

1. The time you spend worshiping a God could be better spent doing
something else? Do you agree? Explain your answer.

| believe that the time spent worship could / could not be better

spent doing something else such as... because...

2. God / gods are all around us, therefore creating a shrine is not
worthwhile, do you agree? Explain your answer.

In my opinion | agree / disagree with the idea that God / gods are all

around us and therefore creating a shrine is a waste of time because...
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Spellings from this half term O

Puja . Ritual
Worship . Shrine
Symbol . Murti
Symbolic . Wudu
Deities . Baptism
Gods . Ritual
Hindu . Religious
Christian . Religions
. Muslim . Followers
10. Picture . Faith

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9

Do not worry how many you get right and wrong. We are just trying to be better this time than :
we were last time. When we do these again another lesson we hope to beat our previous score. |
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DARTS

1) Symbolic actions are a regular part of our lives. Did you know
that one of the most commonly used symbolic actions, the hand
shake, is thought to date back more than six hundred years.

2) In Europe, the handshake was originally a
symbol used by medieval knights. The
extension of the open hand showed other
knights that they were not hiding a weapon
and did not pose a threat to them.

3) Today, this simple action is used
in many different ways, such as;
As a friendly gesture

A way of saying hello or
goodbye to someone

To identify a person as a
member of a particular group

To seal an agreement.

AR FURGI]
| boar winass hat thare
e s e

L 0 G0
LT

Religious Rituals - Puja

4) The mandala is an ancient word for
circle.  This colourfully  designed
symbolic action is a symmetrically
drawn pattern that is used as a way of
meditating or prayer. This action
supports worshippers in deepening
concentration and developing an
understanding of religious beliefs such
as the Buddhist ideology that nothing
remains the same. Once completed,
mandalas are often  destroyed,
regardless of the hours they have
taken to make or design.

5) Symbols are often used at certain key points in life. The birth of a baby
is often seen as a special event and can be marked with a symbolic action
such as a baptism within Christianity or the declaration of faith within
Islam. At birth the father whispers the declaration in the child's ear in
Arabic. It is believed the words will accompany the child through their life.
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Darts key guestions

The handshake is a widely used and understood symbol — how

would we get by without it?

Can you think of any other gestures we could used if we had to

replace it?

Remember what the handshake can stand for from our DARTs

QAs a friendly gesture
QA way of saying hello or goodbye to someone
Q7o identify a person as a member of a particular group

U To seal an agreement.

Task

Try to create a gesture that
can replace the handshake
that also fulfils all of the
criteria that a handshake

fulfils.

Remember to explain your
gesture and how it can be
the replacement for the
handshake.
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Christianity
Symbol: Cross
Founder: Jesus Christ
Place of Worship: Church
Book: The Bible

Followers: Christians

Buddhism

Symbol; Wheel
Founder: The Buddha
Place of Worship: Temple

Book: There is not one book that all
Buddhist use, howeverthe Sutras
arethe ealestBuddhistscriptures
which cotan teachingsofthe
Buddha

Followers: uddhists

Islam
Symbol: Crescent and star
Founder: Muhammad
Place of Worship: Mosque

Book: The Qur'an

Followers: Muslims

Hinduism
Symbol: Aum

Founder: Unknown

Place of Worship:Vandir and Home:

Book: There is not one book that all
Hindus believ they should follow.
However, the oldest of the Hindu
Books are the Vedas

Followers: Hindus.

Judaism
Symbol: Star of David
Founder: Abraham
Place of Worship: Synagogue

Book: The Torah

Followers: Jews

Sikhism

Symbol: 5 Ks
Founder: Guru Nanak
Place of Worship: Gurdwara|

Book: Guru Granth Sahib

Followers: Sikhs
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Task option 1
Draw a picture of a religious event / festival

/ beliefs

Explain why you have decided to draw
what you have draw

Annotate the drawing explaining what each
part is.

Clear sky to show
clarity of mind

Person kneeling to signify
giving themselves to their
god.

Dark outline of person and
cross to stand out and make
it the main focus

Peaceful background colours

Task option 2
1. Draw a picture of either a god or peace or

a god of war
Explain why you have decided to draw

them in that way
Annotate the drawing explaining what each

part is.

Helmet to defend their head Shield to defend themself

Spear to fight with

Logo on shield
o recognise
them

Athletic build

Standing on hard
rock surface

Dark face — cant see their features

making them appear more terrifying  powerful stance
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