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Year 7 Drama Spring 2

Monologues 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Name:  

Tutor group:  

Teacher:  

 
 

Aim to complete one lesson each week. Everything can be completed in 

the booklet and there are two blank pages at the end for extra work.  

All videos are online using the classcharts link.  

The Knowledge Organiser on page 5 has all the key information and 

vocabulary to help you with this unit.  

Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback.  
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Knowledge organiser 

 Monologue comes from the Greek words monos, 

which means “alone,” and Logos, which means 

“speech.” It is a literary device that is the speech or 

verbal presentation given by a single character in order 

to express his or her collection of thoughts and ideas 

aloud. Often such a character speaks directly 

to audience, or to another character. Monologues are 

found in dramatic medium like films and plays, and 

also in non-dramatic medium like poetry. 

Key words 

Annotation- a note that explains or comment added to a 

text 

Stage directions- instructions given in a script so the actors 

know how to act and where to go 

Punctuation- the marks, such as ellipses, exclamation mark, 

and dash, used in scripts to give a direction on how the 

actor should say their line 

Tone of voice- how high or love your pitch is and the pace 

in which you speak. When performing a scene you must 

identify the emotion of your character at each given 

moment. 

Conventions of a script 

Lighting, dialogue, monologue, set, costuming and 

entrances/exits. Theatrical conventions may include split 

focus, flashback/flashforward, narration, soliloquy and 

thought tracks. 

https://literarydevices.net/alone/
https://literarydevices.net/logos/
https://literarydevices.net/character/
https://literarydevices.net/audience/
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Notes   
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Lesson 1 

LI:  To understand the meaning of a monologue 

 To look at the importance of physical skills 

 

Task one 

Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfIGqK0FGMo 

What is a monologue? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

A performer’s use of physical skills can help to convey lots of important information to the 

audience and helps to show a character’s emotions. Performers use a range of physical skills 

to help transform themselves into the character they are playing. 

Physical skills include: 

• body language 

• eye contact 

• facial expressions 

• walk (gait) 

• gesture 

• pace 

• space 

• levels 

 

Task Two  

Read the following line 

 

Wow! That looks so amazing, can I have some? Please! 

 

What can you do physically with your body to show your characters emotions in this line? 

Think about the physical skills named above.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OfIGqK0FGMo
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Task Three 

Every monologue will contain punctuation 

What is the purpose of punctuation in a monologue or script? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lesson Two 

 

LI: To look at the context of a monologue  

 

Task One  

Complete the wordsearch 
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Task Two  

Watch the video https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmtrf4j/revision/1 

 

Task Three 

This term we will be focusing on the monologue below from the play Chicken!  

Read below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the monologue about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zmtrf4j/revision/1
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Who is speaking? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Who are they speaking to? And why do you think this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How are they feeling? How do you know this? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does the character want? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Lesson Three  

 

LI: To look at the context of a monologue 

 

Task One  

Read below and highlight any key information 

 

We know that a monologue can show different emotions, tell a story, set a scene, share our 

characters thoughts or give us a motive for our characters actions. It is important as the actor to 

know about our character and what their objective is when reciting the monologue in order to 

give the audience the correct message through our body language, facial expressions and vocal 

skills.  

We can learn a lot about a person from the way they stand, move and the gestures they make, 

and by studying their facial expressions and physical characteristics. A famous study by 

psychologist, Professor Albert Mehrabian in the 1960s examined how we communicate. He 

concluded that a staggering 55% of communication is through body language, 38% is by our 

tone of voice, and only 7% of what we communicate is through the actual words spoken. 

Even when a playwright’s characters are detailed, there’s much more to communicating a role 

than what’s to be found in the text alone. The same applies to creating and developing 

characters of your own. 
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Task Two  

Read through the monologue again 

 

Using a coloured pen/pencil, underline or highlight any parts you think show us how our 

character is feeling. For example, ‘The funeral was awful’ shows us that Chris did not like 

being at the funeral at all.  
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Lesson Four  

 

LI: To add intention to our monologue  

 To annotate a monologue 

 

Task One 

Watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJASNomboyA 

 

Task Two  

Annotating a monologue is an essential skill for finding the emotions and manner in which to 

perform. By annotating your monologue, you can develop a better understanding of your 

character and you may even be able to improve your performances. By annotating your 

monologue, you can add in – 

• Stage directions 

• Pauses  

• And Tone of voice (attitude) 

Below is an example of how to annotate a script. 

 

 

This student has used different colours to 

show different things within the script. 

 

All of the pauses for dramatic effect are in a 

dark blue. 

The sentences where the emotions or tone 

of voice changes are in pink and they have 

added in the emotion being shown in the 

lines.  

Anywhere they have added stage directions 

they have highlighted in green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are going to add these to our monologue. Choose 3 different coloured pencils/pens to 

write on your script.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XJASNomboyA
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Write in all the information you think necessary if someone else was to read this monologue. 

Where are the stage directions? Where are the pauses? And what tone of voice would you 

use? 
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Lesson Five  

 

LI:  To rehearse the monologue  

 To complete the assessment 

 

 

Task One 

Watch the video https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zc8tgk7/revision/1 

There are many different ways of saying the same monologue. Try different ways of saying 

your monologue. You can be fast or slow, high pitch or low, accent or no accent. Try them all. 

Which way suits you? And why? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What can you do physically to help show the audience your emotions in this monologue? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Task Two 

Practice your monologue 

What improvements can be made before assessment? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zc8tgk7/revision/1
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Notes 
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Assessment Ladder 

Yellow Plus Excellent contribution to performance: 

• An extensive range of vocal and physical skills are demonstrated. 

• Skills are used precisely and in a highly effective way. 

• Personal interpretation is entirely appropriate to the monologue.  

Yellow  Good contribution to performance: 

• Wide range of vocal and physical skills are demonstrated. 

• Speaks confidently and in a mostly effective way. 

• Personal interpretation exhibits a good degree of appropriateness to the 

monologue.  

Blue  Reasonable contribution to performance: 

• Fair range of vocal and physical skills are demonstrated. 

• Speaks with care and with effectiveness in places. 

• Personal interpretation has some relevance to the monologue.  

Green  Limited contribution to performance: 

• Narrow range of vocal and physical skills are demonstrated. 

• Skills are deployed uncertainly with little effectiveness. 

• Personal interpretation lacks appropriateness for the monologue.  

White  Takes part in the performance 

 


