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Big Picture – Year 8 Overview
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Lesson One: What is a superpower?
LI: To describe what is required to be a global superpower
Every country wants to know where they stand in the world. Who is number one?
Task 1: Imagine it was possible to line up all the countries of the world, with the most important first.
1. Who do you think would go first?
2. What countries would be a long way back?
3. Where would you expect the UK to be?
We have lots of ways that we can rank countries. We can rank them by birth rates, population sizes
literacy rates etc.
Task 2: Look at these countries below. This is the bottom half of a rank showing the most peaceful
countries to the least peaceful countries.
Q. What does ‘least peaceful countries’ mean?
Q. Are there any countries on this list that surprises you?

We can see some HIC countries on our list above, as they often have influence over the NEE and LIC
countries of the world. Countries that either have or have had influence over many countries are called
superpowers. Currently there is probably only one, the USA, but others are emerging.
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Task 3: Use the map below to identify the emerging superpowers of the world. What countries are
highlighted?

But what makes a country a superpower?

Superpower countries have:
•
•
•

Cultural influence
Large populations
Political influence

•
•
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Large economy
Military strength
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Task 4: Watch the following video and note down the countries thought to be the next superpowers, and
what they are lacking to become one. Refer to the conditions above needed to become a superpower to
help you.
Watch this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7_aKYU95jk
EXT: Is the UK a superpower? Why? Why not?
Lesson Two: USA – The World’s Only Superpower
LI: To explain how the USA has become the world’s most powerful country
Task 1: ‘Pointless’ Activity – How many of these people and places can you work out? They are all linked with the
USA.
B _ _ _ _ _ O_ _ _ _, a past president

A _ _ _ _ _, the northern-most state

T_ _ W_ _ _ _ H_ _ _ _, a famous building

G _ _ _ _ _ W_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, founding father of the
country

D _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, a theme park

B _ _ _ _ _ _ H _ _ _ _, where celebrities live

M _ _ _ _ S_ _ _ _ H_ _ _ _ _, a volcano that erupted
in 1980

How come we know so much about the USA? What condition of being a world superpower does this fulfil?
Task 2: Describe the location of the USA.
Think: What continent is it on? What countries does it
share a border with? What oceans does it have access
to?

The USA obviously has much cultural and political significance globally. We follow it’s government elections, we
watch American movies and shows, we know it’s holidays, and we study it’s history. You probably knew all the
answers to Task 1 above. But how, and why, did the USA become so powerful? How did it become The
Superpower?
Task 3: Watch the video below, and note down some key points about how the USA has risen to the number one
position. Think about: Was it in a good position after the war? What major organisations was it involved
in/responsible for creating?

How American Became a Superpower: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BShvYeyMm_Y
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Task 4: There are four short DARTs following. Each details a reason the USA became powerful. Summarise
each of these DARTS in one sentence.
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Task 5: Explain, using examples, how the United States has risen to power and describe why it remains the world’s
most powerful country. (6 marks + 3 SPaG)
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Lesson 3: Emerging Economies: Brazil
LI: To identify the importance of emerging superpowers, like Brazil
We already know that Brazil is an NEE, or a newly emerging economy. NEEs are experiencing rapid economic
growth and the quality of life of the people who live there is improving. It’s important to study these countries,
because their place in the world could be very different in years to come. Let’s start by looking at Brazil.
Task 1: Describe the location of Brazil in three sentences. (Check back to your lesson on the USA to find some hints
on what three things to say.)

Task 2: Watch the following video which describes Brazil’s geopolitical importance and why it dominates the
South American continent.
Will Brazil become a superpower? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glT9NlJfZKY
Task 3: Using the information in the video, describe Brazil’s importance globally in two paragraphs.
Think about: How large is Brazil? What resources does Brazil have? What does Brazil trade? What is Brazil’s water
situation? What is it’s climate like? What problems does Brazil have? What is it’s military like?

8

Stewards Academy
Lesson 4: The European Union
LI: To describe the positives and negatives of the European Union
Most countries in Europe would struggle to
become a single superpower, but when they
combine together they create a strong union.
The European Union is a unique economic and
political union between EU countries that
together cover much of the continent of
Europe. The predecessor of the EU was
created in the aftermath of the Second World
War. The UK departed from the union in 2020
in a process known as Brexit.
Task 1: How many countries are in the EU?
The European Union is one way to link
European countries together, and previously
linked the UK to Europe.
Task 2: Read through the following political, economic, transport and communication links of the EU. Summarise
each paragraph into one sentence.
Political links
In 2014, 28 countries of Europe were member states of the European Union(EU).
All member states of the EU aim to work closely with other members and there are some laws that apply in an EU
country because it is a member. The European Council is made up of the heads of states of EU countries and,in
2014, the European Parliament consists of 756 MEPs (Members of European Parliament) from EU countries. All
member states are represented in these groups. The UK has over 70 seats in the European Parliament.
The EU also sets goals and targets for looking after the environment. One initiative is a policy developed in 2008 to
combat climate change. It aims to:
•
•
•

cut greenhouse gases by 20 per cent by 2020
cut energy use by 20 per cent by 2020
make sure that 20 per cent of energy use comes from renewable sources

Economic links
The Euro is a form of currency. Many EU members use it because it helps to make trade easier between member
states. The group of countries that use the Euro are called the 'Eurozone'.
Outside of the EU, the state of other countries' economies in Europe has continental and global effects. For
example, in 2008 there was a financial crisis in Iceland. Iceland is not in the EU but this still affected many
European countries.
Transport links
Transport links have increased between European countries due to:
9

•
•
•

Stewards Academy

The rise of budget airlines, making short-distance flights more economical.
The Channel tunnel, Europe's longest tunnel, built in 1994. It goes under the sea between England and
France and was built for high-speed trains.
The EU allowing freer movement of people between member states.

Communication links
Communication links allow information to be exchanged between people in different countries, such as:
•
•
•

mobile phones
internet
satellite TV

There are only three time zones in Europe, which means most business hours in the week overlap between
countries.
Task 3: Watch the following video, then answer this questions: What are three positive and three negatives of the
European Union? Does the UK need the European Union?
Is the European Union Worth It Or Should We End It?: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XxutY7ss1v4

Lesson 5: Brexit
LI: To investigate the advantages and disadvantages of Brexit
Task 1: Write down your own definition for ‘Brexit’ and another for the ‘European Union’.

Brexit is the withdrawal of the UK from the European Union.
Brexit is a word made up to describe the “British Exit“ from the European Union (EU). In a vote on June 23, 2016,
more than half of the people of the United Kingdom (UK) chose to leave the EU.
To decide about Brexit, the UK held a special kind of vote called a “referendum” . The results were close to tied.
51.9% of the people who voted wanted to leave. People had different reasons for wanting to leave the EU. Many
people wanted to limit immigrants – people who come to the UK from other countries. Some people in the UK
wanted to be independent of Europe. Some people thought that leaving the EU would be better for businesses in
the UK.
Nearly half of the voters did not vote to leave the EU. These people thought it was better for the UK to stay as a
part of the EU.
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Task 2: Have a read of the timeline of events that led to the UK officially leaving the EU on the 31st January 2020.
Timeline here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50166269
Task 3: Sort the statements about Brexit into advantages and disadvantages of the UK leaving the European
Union. Ext: Do you think all these statements are likely to be true? How do we judge the strength of a statement?

Task 4: Now Brexit has occurred, have you noticed any changes? Outline these changes in three sentences.
Lesson 6: Assessment
LI: To assess our learning of the superpowers topic.
This is an open book assessment. Try to complete the assessment in 40 minutes and upload your completed
assessment to ClassCharts. You can type or write your assessment answers.
Q. To what extent is the UK, or has the UK been, a world superpower? (9 marks + 3SPaG)
You may use any resource available to you, including this BLB and the internet, to answer your question. You
answer should be between 12-20 lines of work.
Remember, superpower countries have:
•

Cultural influence

•

Large economy

•

Large populations

•

Military strength

•

Political influence
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Superpowers
Assessment criteria – Is the UK a superpower?
Level
3
(Detailed)

Marks
7-9

Description
AO1 Demonstrates excellent knowledge of what a superpower is and
uses examples to show this
AO2 Shows accurate geographical understanding of the characteristics of
a superpower and explains how different characteristics make the UK a
superpower or not.

Yellow Plus

AO3 A clear judgement is made and appropriate knowledge and
examples are used to back this up. (Justification is detailed)
2
(Clear)

4-6

AO1 Demonstrates good knowledge of what a superpower is and uses
some examples to show this.
AO2 Shows clear geographical understanding of the characteristics of a
superpower and explains how different characteristics make the UK a
superpower or not.

Yellow/Blue

AO3 A judgement is made and appropriate knowledge and examples are
used to back this up (Justification is well supported)
1
(Basic)

1-3

AO1 Demonstrates limited knowledge of what a superpower is and uses
few examples to show this.
AO2 Shows some geographical understanding of the characteristics of a
superpower and attempts to explain how different characteristics make
the UK a superpower or not.

Green/White

AO3 A limited judgement is made and knowledge and examples do not
clearly back up the opinion.
(Justification is simple)
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