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Religious Education Year 8 

Spring 2 Blended Learning 

Booklet 

Religion, evil and suffering 

Name: 

Form: 
Aim to complete one lesson each week. Write out the title and LI and then 

complete the tasks.  

All video links are online using the ClassCharts link.  

The Knowledge Organiser on pages 5 & 6 has all the key information and 

vocabulary to help you with this unit.  

Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback. 
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Lesson 1 Evil and suffering.  

LI: To investigate the different types of suffering in the world.   
 

Task 1 

Research the two key words. Write down what they are.  

1. Evil  

2. Suffering  

Task 2 

Research the following two types of evil.  

1. Moral evil  

2. Natural evil  

DARTS –  
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DIPS –  

 

Task 4 

➢ Write a short letter to a person who is currently suffering.  

➢ You can decide why the person is suffering, from our previous examples in the mind map 

and the Venn diagram.  

Try to;  

➢ choose the way the person might be suffering 

➢ give them support for what suffering they are going through 

➢ give advice on what they can do to get help to help themselves 

be understanding / sympathetic of their feelings and needs. 

 

Homework:   

1) Read the section of the knowledge organiser about key words and their meaning.   
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Lesson 2 Are evil and suffering linked.  

LI: To consider if the ‘fall’ in Genesis is a contributing factor to why people suffer in society today.  
 
Task 1 

Research the story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and write down notes about what led 

them to be removed.   

Task 2 

Watch the following video on the story of Adam and Eve.  

Add any additional ideas to your research from earlier.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7TDvJrjjz0 

What Causes suffering?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7TDvJrjjz0


Stewards Academy 

9 
 

DARTS –  

 
 
Video to support DARTS 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HOfWxS3RkY 
 
Task 4 - DARTS key questions 

1. What do you think about the head teacher (from the video) said that ‘evil’ had visited his 
school that day?  

➢ Was he right to say that?  
➢ Do you agree or disagree?  
➢ Explain your viewpoint.  

2. Why do you think that some people may look to religion when it comes to suffering?  
➢ How could it help to ease suffering?  
➢ What does religion teach people?  
➢ What famous religious figure(s) went through suffering?  

3. Do you think the idea of Adam and Eve disobeying God in the Garden of Eden could explain 
why evil and suffering such as this occur on earth?  

➢ How might is help to explain what happens?  
➢ Could it bring comfort to people to think that whilst evil and suffering exist, the 

idea of an afterlife for those who live good lives might also be realistic?  
 
Consolidation  
In 20 words or less say what evil and moral suffering is.  

WAGOLL 
Evil suffering is things people cause; moral suffering happens naturally.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3HOfWxS3RkY
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Lesson 3 Real life evil and suffering  

LI: To learn about real life events from history that led to suffering.  
 
*In lesson today we are going to discuss the most well know act of mass murder, the Holocaust.  
This took place during World War Two where the Nazi party, run by Adolf Hitler ordered the 
extermination of people that were deemed not to deserve life, in the most part this was the Jewish 
community.  
This is a real-life event that took place, and a respectful approach is need from you when 
discussing this topic. * 
 
Task 1 

Using the following key terms right a small paragraph to summarise what we have learnt so far.  

❑ Suffering  

❑ Evil  

❑ Satan  

❑ Genesis  

WAGOLL 

It seems that there has always been suffering in the world, mostly brought about by the desires of 

humans to have more than they already have. This is certainly the case from chapter of Genesis in the 

Bible, whereby Adam and Eve desired more and chose to defy God’s rules. Some religious believers 

believe that this was the work of Satan, or the devil leading them into temptation and into the path 

of evil.  
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DIPS  
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Lesson 4 Suffering and the existence of God.   

LI: To discuss if suffering disproves the possible existence of /God or gods.   
 
Task 1 

Research some of the traits / characteristics of God(s) that people of faith believe their God(s) have.  

 

 

Task 2 – DARTs Key questions 

Why do you think suffering exists?  

1. Is it our fault? How? 

2. Is it due to a god?  

3. Is it just by chance? 

Write down your opinion on why suffering exists, do not forget to explain your point of view.  

I believe that suffering exists because…  
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DIPS  

 

Consolidation  

Did we achieve our intention today?  

➢ To discuss if suffering disproves the possible existence of God or gods. 

I believe that we did / did not achieve today’s learning intention because…  

 

Lesson 5 Religious responses to suffering – Christianity.   

LI: To consider how we think Christians may respond to evil and suffering.    
 
Task 1 

Connect the key word to the definition.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Freewill  

2. Discrimination  

3. Suffering  

4. Natural evil  

5. Moral evil  

b) The idea that humans have been created with the ability to make 
their own decisions.   

c) Pain and suffering caused by natural surroundings. 
d) The unjust treatment of someone on because of who they are or 

their differences.  
e) The state of undergoing pin or distress.  

a) Pain and suffering caused by humans.  
b) The idea that humans have been created with the 

ability to make their own decisions.   
c) Pain and suffering caused by natural surroundings. 
d) The unjust treatment of someone on because of who 

they are or their differences.  
e) The state of undergoing pin or distress.  
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DARTS  

 

Video to support learning 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6I93T0hAZA 

Task 1  

DARTs - Key questions 

1. What do you think about Gordon Wilson’s reaction? Explain your answer. 

My response to the way the Gordon Wilson reacted to the death of his daughter is… because…   

2. Why do you think Gordon Wilson responded in this way? 

I think that Gordon /Wilson responded in this way because…  

3. What would you have said if you were Gordon Wilson?  

If I were in the same or similar position to Gordon Wilson I would react by… because…  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X6I93T0hAZA


Stewards Academy 

15 
 

Task 2 

➢ What do you think the point of suffering is?  

Try to consider.  

➢ Why you think we suffer?  

➢ Is there a higher meaning such as a test / to gain experience / to be judge on 

actions for an afterlife.  

➢ Does suffering help people to grow as people?  

➢ Does suffering make us stronger as humans?  

➢ Use the DARTs to help you.  

Consolidation  

Did we achieve our intention today?  

➢ To discuss if suffering disproves the possible existence of God or gods. 

I believe that we did / did not achieve today’s learning intention because…  

 

Lesson 6 Religious responses to suffering – Buddhism.   

LI: To consider how we think Buddhists may respond to evil and suffering.    
 
Task 1 

Research what the following key terms mean.  

➢ Freewill  

➢ Suffering  

➢ Natural evil  

➢ Moral evil  

➢ Propaganda  

DARTS 
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Videos to support learning  

➢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGW-g1hTK1k 

➢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Urh4XryRNDI 

Task 2 DARTs – key questions  

1. Do you think that understanding where suffering originates from can help a person to 
stop suffering?  

➢ I believe that if you understand where suffering originates it can / cannot help 
a person to stop suffering…  because…  

2. Do you think that following Buddhist religious teachings can help to reduce or remove 
suffering?  

➢ I think that following Buddhist teaching could help to reduce or remove 
suffering because…  

3. Do you think that the right thought or right action is more likely to stop suffering?  
➢ In my opinion right thought / action is the most likely to stop suffering 

because…  
➢ Or 
➢ In my opinion both parts of the eightfold path are equally important to 

stopping suffering because…  
 

Task 3 

These five moral precepts are rules that Buddhists aim to live by to help them to reduce suffering.  

They are; 

1. Avoid taking life or harming living beings  

2. Avoid taking things that are not freely given  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZGW-g1hTK1k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Urh4XryRNDI
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3. Avoid sexual activity that does not include love and care 

4. Avoid telling lies 

5. Avoid things that cloud the mind like drink and drugs. 

 

Consider the rules that you live by. 

If you had five rules for everyday life, what might they be?  

Mr Treamer’s Five Moral Precept’s.  

1. Give the best you can everyday  

2. Don’t lie, even if it gets you in trouble  

3. Enjoy each day as much as you can  

4. Always ask for support if you need it  

5. Try new things as much as you can, you might find you like some things.  
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Lesson 6 What can be done about evil and suffering.   

LI: To reflect on what can be done to limit evil and suffering in the world.    
 
Task 1 

Using the following key terms right a small paragraph to summarise what we have learnt so far this 

half term.  

❑ Suffering  

❑ Evil  

❑ Karma  

❑ Jesus  

WAGOLL 

Evil within the world always seems to lead to suffering. Suffering is seen as the undergoing of pain or 

hardship for a reason. To avoid or reduce suffering, Christian’s follow the teaching of Jesus Christ, who 

they believe to be the son of God and the one who will lead them from darkness into the path of 

righteousness. Within Buddhism, Buddhist’s aim to build positive karma, so that they can have a more 

positive rebirth or to try and reach the truth of the nature of the world and the suffering within.  

DARTS 

 

Video to embed learning  

➢ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osfQg4yKtq8 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=osfQg4yKtq8
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Task 2 

DARTs - Key questions 

1. Why do you think that the religion of Islam asks Muslim’s to give two and a half percent of 

their saved income to charity?   

➢ I believe that the religion of Islam asks Muslim’s to give away two and a half percent 

of their saved income to charity because…  

2. What is the moral of the story, in your opinion, for the parable of the good Samaritan?   

➢ I think that the moral of the story, the good Samaritan, is… because…  

Task 3 

Create your own story to tell young people about helping others and why it is important.  

Your story can be set in any place and time that you want.  

Things to consider.  

➢ Who is in need?  

➢ Who is helping?  

➢ Why are they helping?  

➢ What the moral or learning from the story is?  

WAGOLL 

One day man came across a lady whose house had fallen because of an earthquake. The man helped 

to collect the lady’s belongings and took her to a safe place to help her receive food and drink. A few 

years later, after the kindness of the man, the lady decided to create a company that helps people who 

go through similar situations to her own. That company had hundreds of people that worked for it and 

was able to help thousands of people. The moral of the story is always treat people who you would like 

to be treated.  

Task 4  

Create a poster that promotes people being kind to each other and opposes evil and suffering.  

Things to put on the poster.  

➢ Idea from the lessons this half term  

➢ Ideas that you have  

➢ Reasons why it is important to be nice to people  

➢ What can happen if we are not nice to people 

➢ Any additional points you would like to make.  

Consolidation  

Why do you think it is important to help people in need?  

I think it is important to help people in need because…  

 


