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History KS3 Year 8 Spring 2 Blended 

Learning Booklet 

The Rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party 

Name: 

Form: 
Aim to complete one lesson each week. Write out the title and LI and then 

complete the tasks.  

All video links are online using the ClassCharts link.  

The Knowledge Organiser has all the key information and vocabulary to help 

you with this unit.  

Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback. 
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Lesson One - The Treaty of Versailles 
 
L/I: To understand how the First World War ended. 
 
Starter – List five things you can remember studying about the First World War, below: 

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

 
Task One: 
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Read through: 

 

 

Task Two – Complete the spider diagram below, using the following video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2A6HQtPWatc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What 

happened 

after the First 

World War? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2A6HQtPWatc
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Read through the punishments given to Germany by the British, French and Americans, at the end 

of the First World War: 

 

 

 

Task Three – Using the terms of the Treaty of Versailles above, answer the following question: 

 

Were these punishments too harsh on Germany? Were others to blame for the war? Explain your 

answer 
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Main task – Answer Questions 1 and 2 below, plus the Extension if you can. 
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Lesson Two – Weimar Germany 

 

L/I: To understand how pre-war Germany was different to post war Germany. 
 

 
Use Box One on your Knowledge Organiser and last lessons notes, to complete the starter task 
below: 
 

 
Task One - Read through the following DART and highlight/underline the answers to the questions 
below: 
 

Weimar Germany and the Hyperinflation Crisis of 1923 

Weimar Germany: 

• The government was formed in Weimar in February 1919. 

• The Weimar government had to be set up after the Kaiser abdicated (left the 

throne). 

• The Weimar government was a democracy and people had lots of freedom that they 

never had before. Berlin became a hotspot for artists and intellectuals.  

• Before the Weimar Republic was set up, Germany was a very old-fashioned country 

with very old and backwards views. It was also completely ruled by the Kaiser.  

• Weimar Germany faced a tough start, with many people fighting against the new 

government at home in Germany, and countries abroad thinking Germany was a 

joke now that it had lost the war. This can be seen in this British cartoon below: 
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The Hyperinflation Crisis of 1923: 

Due to Germany signing the Treaty of Versailles, the Weimar Government was obliged to 

pay reparations to the victors of World War One. In 1922, the Weimar Government stated 

that it would not be able to pay the next three years’ instalments because of economic 

hardship. The French believed that the Weimar Government could pay and that it was 

testing international patience. 

In January 1923, the French and Belgian armies sent 60,000 soldiers into the Ruhr region of 

Germany. The French aimed to extract the unpaid reparations and took control of key 

industries and natural resources. The Weimar Government instructed the Ruhr workers to 

go on strike, instead of helping the French. 

This worsened the economic crisis in Germany. Government income from the Ruhr, one of 
Germany's most industrialised areas, was down. The Government started to print more 
money to pay the striking German workers in the Ruhr. 
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This caused Hyperinflation. The inflation rate rose so dramatically that the German currency 
lost virtually all value. Paper money was practically worthless (e.g. a loaf of bread which cost 
250 marks in January 1923 had risen to 200,000 million marks by November 1923). 

Results of hyper-inflation: 

• Any German with savings lost the most, as their money lost its value. 

• The elderly suffered greatly as their income was fixed. 

• Wealthier people who were paid monthly were also affected, as the value of their money 
would decrease a great deal before they were paid again. 

• There was a rise in crime as Germans became desperate. 

In 1924, the crisis was ended by the Dawes Plan and the work of Gustav Stresemann who 
worked out the plan. A new currency, the Rentenmark, was created, which restored value to 
German money by completely scrapping the old currency. The situation had been resolved, 
but the German economy was now dependent on loans from the USA.  

 
1. How was Weimar Germany different to the Kaiser’s Germany before the war? 
2. What did the French and German armies do in 1923 to Germany? 
3. How did the German government react? 
4. What was Hyperinflation? 
5. What were the consequences of Hyperinflation? 
6. How was the issue solved for Germany? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A woman uses money to start a fire as it is 

worthless, and gas is expensive. 
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Main Activity: 
 
In what ways had Germany changed, after the First World War? Use as many examples as possible  
from the lesson. 
 
You can use the following in your answer: 

- More free and democratic 
- Faced the issue of Hyperinflation 
- Was joke by other countries 
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Lesson Three – The Munich Putsch 

L/I: To understand what the Munich Putsch was and what the consequences of it were. 

 
Use Box Two on your Knowledge Organiser and last lessons notes, to complete the starter task 
below: 

 
Read through: 
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Task One – Answer the two questions below using the information above. For the Extension, look 

back at what big Crisis took place in Weimar Germany during 1923 
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Read through the following and watch the video, too: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui248lRdI4Q 

 

Main Activity – Read through the short-term failures and the long-term successes at the end of 

this BBC Bitesize page and answer the question below: 

 

Was the Munich Putsch a complete failure for the Nazi’s? Explain what it did for the Nazi party – 

The positives and the negatives. 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

             

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui248lRdI4Q
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Lesson Four – Why did people vote for the Nazis?  

L/I: To explain why German people voted for the Nazis. 

 
Use Box Three on your Knowledge Organiser, to complete the starter task below: 

 

Read through and watch the video: 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62DxELjuRec 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62DxELjuRec
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Task One – Answer the question below, for each poster used by the Nazi’s 
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Main task – Answer the question below. Answer the Extension if you can.  

 

Translation: 

Reich – German 

Empire 

Fuhrer – Leader 
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Lesson Five – Nazi Germany 

L/I: To understand how life changed in Nazi Germany, from Weimar Germany. 

Activity One – Read through the DART below and then answer the questions 

Hitler and the Nazi’s gain full power in Germany 

In the July 1932 Election, the Nazis won more votes than any other party. Hitler was 
offered the position of Vice Chancellor. He refused as he did not want to be 
associated with a failing Government. In January 1933, Hitler accepted full 
Chancellorship. This came after von Papen convinced Hindenburg that he could 
keep Hitler under control in his position of Vice Chancellor. 

On 27 February 1933 the Reichstag building, which was home to the German 
Parliament, was burned down. The communists were blamed for the fire because a 
Dutch communist, called Van der Lubbe, was found in the building as it burned. 

Hitler used the fire to the Nazi Party's advantage in two ways: 

• He expelled the communists from Parliament and imprisoned many communist 
leaders. This stopped them campaigning prior to the March elections. 

• He announced that the country was in danger from the communists during the 
election campaign. This encouraged many to vote for the Nazis, who were anti-
communist. 

Both these actions helped the Nazis to win more seats in the election of 5 March 
1933, giving them a majority. The Reichstag fire was so beneficial to the Nazis that it 
has been suggested they started it themselves. 

In February 1933, the Nazis take control of the German police system and in March 
the first concentration camps are established for political prisoners. On the 23rd 
March 1933, The SA intimidates all the remaining non-Nazi Reichstag members to 
give Hitler the powers to make his own laws. This is known as the enabling act. On 
The 14th July 1933, all political parties, except the Nazi Party, are banned, which  

On the 19th August 1933, President Hindenburg dies of old age. Hitler unifies the 
offices of President and Chancellor and became head of the German army. He takes 
the title of Führer and has complete dictatorial powers. Within hours of Hindenburg’s 
death, all members of the armed forces had to swear an oath of loyalty to Hitler. 
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Complete Hitler’s steps to power: 

1. The Weimar government   . January 1933 

2. The     fire. February 1933 

3. The    was given to     by Hindenburg 

4. Election March 1933 - Nazis gain    of the vote. 

5. The Enabling act was passed which meant Hitler could      

    April 1933 

 

Task Two – Read through the following and answer the questions below: 
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1. Who were the Gestapo? What were they used to do? 

 

 

 

2. What did the Nazi’s do to press, radio and schools? 

 

 

 

3. What did the Nazi’s do to the Jews of Germany? 

 

 

 

4. Under Hitler, what happened to the German army, air force and Navy? 

 

 

 

Task Three – What was lifelike in Nazi Germany for young people? Use the information on BBC 

Bitesize to help you answer the question 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z897pbk/revision/3 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

             

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z897pbk/revision/3
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Main Activity: 

Explain in your own words how the Nazi’s gained power in Germany and explain what they 

changed in Germany once they took power. 

 

Use as much information as possible, from today’s lesson, to answer the question. 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

             


