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Religious Education Year 8 
Spring 1 Blended Learning 

Booklet 
Religion and life part two: 

The world around us 
Name: 

Form: 
Aim to complete one lesson each week. Write out the title and LI and then 
complete the tasks.  

All video links are online using the ClassCharts link.  

The Knowledge Organiser on pages 5 & 6 has all the key information and 
vocabulary to help you with this unit.  

Upload all work onto ClassCharts for feedback. 
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Lesson 1 Religion and philosophy.  

1. LI: To explore how we prove that things are real and exist.  
 

Key question 

How do we prove something is real?  

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEc_jeGBVxs 

the three main ways are.  

1. Personal experience  
2. Reliable evidence  
3. Using reasoning or in-depth thinking to reach a conclusion.  

DIPS –  

Does the Loch Ness monster exist? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Wa319OXRNs  

Key questions 

1. Just because we cannot explain something, does it make it fake?  
2. Does it matter if we cannot prove it?  
3. Does it matter if we cannot prove that God(s) are real?  

DARTS  

What is a theist? 

A theist is a person that believes in the existence of a god or gods, especially belief in a personal God as creator 
and ruler of the world.  

What Is an Agnostic? 

An agnostic is anyone who does not claim to know whether any gods exist or not. This is also an uncomplicated 
idea, but it may be as misunderstood as atheism. One major problem is that atheism and agnosticism both 
deal with questions regarding the existence of gods. Whereas atheism involves what a person does or does not 
believe, agnosticism involves what a person does or does not know. Belief and knowledge are related but 
nevertheless separate issues. There is a simple test to tell if one is an agnostic or not. Do you know for sure if 
any gods exist? If so, then you are not an agnostic, but a theist. Do you know for sure that gods do not or even 
cannot exist? If so, then you are not an agnostic, but an atheist. Everyone who cannot answer "yes" to one of 
those questions is a person who may or may not believe in one or more gods. However, since they do not also 
claim to know for sure, they are agnostic. The only question then is whether they are an agnostic theist or an 
agnostic atheist. 

What Is an Atheist? 

An atheist is anyone who does not believe in any gods. This is a very simple concept, but it is also widely 
misunderstood. For that reason, there are a variety of ways to state it. Atheism is the lack of belief in gods; the 
absence of belief in gods; disbelief in gods; or not believing in gods. The most precise definition may be that an 
atheist is anyone who does not uphold the suggestion "at least one god exists." This is not a suggestion made 
by atheists. Being an atheist requires nothing active or even conscious on the part of the atheist. All that is 
required is not "confirming" a suggestion made by others. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEc_jeGBVxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Wa319OXRNs
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Challenge yourself 

 

 

Homework:   

1) Read the section of the knowledge organiser titled environmental damage.  

 

Lesson 2 Religion and the environment.  

2. LI: To consider what we can do to look after our environment.  
Key ideas 

• Environmental damage is believed by many people to be the greatest threat to the planet 
and to human survival.  

• Religious and non-religious teachings about the world and humans’ place in it affect 
attitudes towards caring for the environment.  

• Religious and ethical beliefs have inspired some people to act in order to save the 
environment.  

• Environmental issues mean that we need to think about our attitude to the world and 
consider our sense of responsibility to it.  

What does Stewardship mean?  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxc9fcw/revision/7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxc9fcw/revision/7
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DARTS 

 

What can we do to look after the planet?  

Research different thing we can do to protect the planet and create a mind mapin your book.  

 

Challenge yourself  

 

 

Homework:   

1) Read the section of the knowledge organiser titled Dreamtime.  
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Lesson 3 The Dreamtime.  

3. LI: To examine what the Aborigines mean by ‘The Dreamtime’.   
Who are the aborigines? Use the links below to create a mind map of who they are and what they 
believe.  

https://dreamtime.net.au/creation/  

The Dreamtime 

Aborigines believe that everything was created at the beginning of time during what is called ‘the 
Dreamtime’.  During this time… 

 Giant ancestors lived on a barren Earth. 

 The shape of the land began to change, rivers and hills appeared 

 Dreamtime stories tell us how the features of the land and animals are special  

 

Task: 

• Make up your own ‘dreamtime’ story to explain how an animal or place looked or acted a 
certain way.   

4. Watch the following video on how the kangaroo got its tail to help you. 
https://youtu.be/xDJrnldb08o  

5. Write a story or create a comic strip with pictures and titles.  

 

 

 

https://dreamtime.net.au/creation/
https://youtu.be/xDJrnldb08o
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Lesson 4 The use and abuse of animals.  

6. LI: To understand religious beliefs about the treatment of animals.   
 

Task one – Research what the following keywords are 

7. Animal abuse  
8. Animal experimentation  

Tasks two – how are animals used by humans? Create a mind map.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zys3d2p/revision/4  

 

Religious beliefs about animals  

• Animals were created by God 

• Humans should use and care for animals 

• God values animals  

• God believes humans are more important  

• Humans have souls 

• Animals do not have souls  

• God commanded Noah to create an ark, to protect the animals from the flood.  

DARTS – Animal experimentation.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JATJv8HlV8 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zys3d2p/revision/4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7JATJv8HlV8
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DIPS - Challenge yourself  

 

Homework:   

1) Read the section of the knowledge organiser titled sanctity of life.  

 

Lesson 5 Genetic engineering.  

LI: To consider if science is right or wrong on how it can create life. 
 
Task one –  

• Research what henetic engineering is  
• Why it is used.  
• What are the benfits  
• What are the drawbacks 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsg6v9q/revision/4 

https://study.com/academy/lesson/genetic-engineering-lesson-for-kids.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsg6v9q/revision/4
https://study.com/academy/lesson/genetic-engineering-lesson-for-kids.html
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DARTS  

 
DIPS  
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Lesson 6 Religious approaches to environmental issues .  

LI: To consider religious approaches to environmental issues.  
 
Video to engage learners - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAi3VTSdTxU 

Key questions 
1. What is your viewpoint of the music video we just watched?  

 My opinion of the Michael Jackson music video is… 
2. Do you think we need to change the way we think about the environment?  

 I believe that we need to change the way we think about the environment because… 
Or 

 I believe that we do not need to change the way we think about the environment 
because…  

DARTS 

 
 
What do you think?  

1. Watch the video on the Holy Island project 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AibVFn-dJ_w 

2. Can religion play a role in teaching people to look after the earth better?  

Final task 
Why is it important to look after the planet for a religious person?  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxc9fcw/revision/7 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XAi3VTSdTxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AibVFn-dJ_w
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zxc9fcw/revision/7

