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Module 5, Mi vida en el insti - Lesson 1: 

Mi vida en el insti – Reading   

Objetivo: To practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of GCSE reading 

questions on the topic of Mi vida en el insti 

 
GCSE READING TIPS:  

- read the text before the question  

- highlight/underline key vocabulary and annotate it in English  

- try to identify tenses within the text 

- read the question, due to annotating the text it should be quick to scan for the correct 

answer  

- make sure you double check your answers to make sure you’re not falling for a 

distractor  

 

Activity 1 – 

 
 

 



7 

 

 

Activity 2  - 

 
Activity 3 -  
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Activity 4 –  
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Module 5, Mi vida en el insti - Lesson 2: 

Mi vida en el insti  – Reading   

Objetivo: To continue to practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of 

GCSE reading questions on the topic of Mi vida en el insti  

 

Activity 1 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 –  
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Activity 3-  

 
Activity 4 –  
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Activity 5 –  
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Module 5, Mi vida en el insti- Lesson 3: 

Mi vida en el insti – Translation (Spanish – English)    

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from Spanish to English on the topic 

of Mi vida en el insti 

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your reading paper. You will have to translate a short paragraph from Spanish into English. 

This is on both the foundation and higher paper. We are going to focus on these translations 

in this lesson.  
 

Spanish – English Translation Tips  

• Reading for gist. – read the whole passage first before you start translating it in order to 

establish the general meaning, even if you know that there are some words you don’t recognise 

or cannot immediately translate 

• Annotate the translation with the words you do know, and underline any you don’t know before 

you start translating.  

• If there is a word you don’t know in a sentence, try to make an informed guess. Ask yourself 

what makes sense in the context of the rest of the text.  

• Pay attention to time indicators and your grammatical knowledge to work out the tense of a 

sentence 

• Look for cognates (words which are very similar in both languages) 

• Pay attention for False Friends! These are words which look similar to English but have totally 

different meanings:  

Read these 3 sentences in French:  

Voy a la librería. Estoy embarazada. Es emocionante.  

If you think about cognates, you might have tried the following:  

I go to the library.  I am embarrassed. It’s emotional.  

All three would be wrong! The correct translations are:  

I go to the bookshop. I am pregnant. It’s exciting.  

• Think about whether what you have translated makes sense in English! This is one of the 

biggest losses of marks in the reading exam, use your common sense! Remember that the word 

order is often different in Spanish.  

 

Translate the texts below into English using the tips above: 

 

Activity 1 –  

 
Lo que más me gusta de mi cole es el salón de actos porque es nuevo y muy grande. Ya 

que soy una persona creativa mi asignatura preferida es el teatro. El trimestre pasado 

montamos una obra de teatro y fue muy divertido. La verdad es que no me gustan las 

matemáticas porque es difícil sacar buenas notas y el profe me aburre.  

 

 

 



13 

 

 

Activity 2 – 

 
Voy a un colegio grande y mixto. Hay unos quinientos alumnos en nuestro instituto. Es 

mucho mejor que mi escuela primaria ya que no tenía muchas instalaciones deportivas. 

La asignatura que más me gusta es la historia porque es fácil sacar buenas notas y el 

profe me hace reír. Después del cole voy al club de periodismo. La semana pasada hice 

una entrevista con el director para el periódico escolar. Si apruebo los exámenes voy a ir 

a la universidad para estudiar el periodismo.  

 

Activity 3 – 

  

Hay unos setecientos alumnos en nuestro instituto. Es mucho mejor que mi escuela primaria 

ya que no tenía muchas actividades. Soy miembro del club de lectores aquí. El trimestre 

pasado tuvimos una charla de un escritor que nos leyó una parte de su última novela. ¡Me 

inspiró mucho! ¡Ahora quiero ser autor también! 

 

Activity 4 –  

 

En mi insti hay muchas actividades extraescolares. Me mola la fotografía y soy 

miembro del club de fotografía desde hace dos años. Lo hago los martes 

durante la hora de comer. El trimestre pasado gané un premio con mi mejor 

foto. También me gusta la natación y la hice el ano pasado, pero no voy a 

continuar porque no tengo tiempo.  
 

 

Activity 5 – 

  

La nueva prof de ciencias es mucho más simpática que su profe de antes. La senora Martínez 

explica muy bien y por eso la resulta menos difícil comprender. Tiene buen sentido del humor 

así que crea un buen ambiente de trabajo. Nos pone muchos deberes y tiene expectativas 

altas, pero aprendo mucho con ella porque me hace pensar. También da consejos y estrategias 

para estudiar mejor. Creo que voy a aprobar sus evaluaciones este año.  

 

Activity 6 

En mi escuela primaria no había ni pizarras interactivas ni aulas de informática. La verdad es 

que el edificio no era adecuado. Ahora estoy más contento en mi nuevo insitituto, que tiene 

mejores instalaciones, porque sé que tendré más oportunidades en el futuro para ir a la 

universidad y encontrar un buen empleo. 
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Module 5, Mi vida en el insti - Lesson 4: 

Mi vida en el insti – Translation  (English to Spanish) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from English to Spanish on the topic 

of Mi vida en el insti   

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your writing paper. For this translation, you will need to translate from English into Spanish. 

For the foundation paper, this will take the form of 5 short sentences that you will need to 

translate. For the higher paper, it will be a paragraph of similar length to the translations 

for the reading paper. Try to complete all of the translations in this lesson regardless of 

whether they are foundation or higher.  
 

 

English – Spanish Translation Tips  

• Break down the sentence into clauses (different sections). ... 

• Identify the connectives. 

• Identify the verbs and tenses. 

• Annotate vocabulary. 

• Have a go at putting it into the target language. 

• Check the spelling of the verbs and word order – remember that literal, “word for 
word” translations don't usually work. 

• Build up your bank of little words, which you are likely to need in translations for 
example, intensifiers (quite – bastante, very – muy)  

• Learn common time and frequency phrases (mañana – tomorrow, a veces – 
sometimes)  

• Remember your word order – In Spanish they say a cat black rather than a black cat 

• Think about adjectival agreement – adjectives need to agree in gender and number 
uno gato negro– a black cat    dos gatos negros – 2 black cats 

Una falda negra – a black skirt  dos faldas negras – 2 black skirts 

 

Activity 1 – Foundation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translation  

 

1. I don’t like maths because it is too difficult 

2. Normally I walk to school but if it rains I go by bus.  
3. I’ve been learning Spanish for four years.  
4. We have to wear a grey skirt and a green jersey, it is very ugly.  
5. It is prohibited to use a mobile phone in class 
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Activity 2 –  

 

1. I like history because it is easy to get good grades 

2. I hate Spanish because the teacher scares me, she is the most strict in the school 
3. Next year we are going to go to Spain and we are going to visit a Spanish school 
4. I am a member of a drama club and we meet every Thursday 

5. School bullying is a big problem in my school 
 

 
Activity 3 -  
Translate the following sentences into Spanish 

 

1. In my primary school there was a swimming pool 

2. Normally I go to school by car but yesterday I went to school by bus 

3. Chemistry is more difficult than physics 

4. You are not allowed to use a mobile phone in class 

5. If I pass my exams, I will celebrate with my parents 
 

Activity 4 –  
 

I like my school because it is quite modern and has lots of good facilities. The best thing is 
the swimming pool because I love to swim. However, the teachers can be very strict, and 
the rules are silly. Next year I am going to go to university to study sciences. 

 

Activity 5 –  

 

Normally, I walk given that I live close to my school. Lessons start at nine and 
finish at 3. I like my school because there are good sports facilities and the 
teachers are friendly. However, the bad thing is that the rules are too strict and 
the uniform is really ugly.  
 

Activity 6  –  

My school has a lot of rules and I don’t agree with them. Yesterday I ate 

chewing gum in class and the teacher shouted at me. The headteacher says that 

I will not go to the theme park with my class at the end of the year. It’s not 

fair! 
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Module 5, Mi vida en el insti - Lesson 5:  

Mi vida en el insti  – Listening 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our listening skills on the topic of Mi vida en el insti  using This Is 

Language   

 

Login to This Is Language and complete all videos listed below. Do this by following the link, or typing 

the ID of the video into the search bar. 

 

If you have forgotten your login details for This Is Language, please contact your class teacher using 

the messaging system on Class Charts.  

 

¿Te gusta/gustó tu colegio? ¿Por qué? ¿Por qué no? ID 9806 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9806 

¿Te gusta/gustó tu colegio? ¿Por qué? ¿Por qué no? ID 5052 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5052 

Describe los edificios/el campus de tu colegio. ID 9884 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9884   

Describe los edificios/el campus de tu colegio. ID 1485 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1485  

¿Qué asignaturas te gustan/gustaron más y por qué?ID 1228 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1228  

¿Qué asignaturas te gustan/gustaron más y por qué?ID 1010 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1010  

¿Cuánto tiempo duraba el recreo en el colegio, y qué hacías durante el recreo? ID 1452 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1452  

Enumera tres reglas que existían en tu escuela. ID 9945 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9945  

 

Enumera tres reglas que existían en tu escuela. ID 9786 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9786  

¿Llevabas uniforme? ¿Cómo era? ID 9807 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9807  

¿Llevabas uniforme? ¿Cómo era? ID 5057 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5057  

Dame una ventaja y una desventaja del sistema educativo en tu país. ID 2968 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2968  

 

 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9806
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5052
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9884
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1485
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1228
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1010
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1452
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9945
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9786
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9807
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5057
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2968
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Module 5, Mi vida en el insti - Lesson 6: 

Mi vida en el insti – Writing (Foundation)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of Mi vida en el insti 
 

Even if you intend on taking the higher writing paper, please ensure that you complete all activities in 

this lesson as they will be beneficial in developing your writing skills.  

 

The Foundation writing paper is made up of 4 questions: describing a photo; 40 word task; 5 

translation sentences (we practiced this in lesson 7) and a 90 word task.  

 

Describing a photo 
Similarly to your speaking exam, you will need to write 4 sentences in Spanish to describe a photo. It 

is best to try and keep these as SIMPLE as possible, i.e hay una familia– there is a family. Don’t try 

to overcomplicate on this section, as you will lose marks for any mistakes and you won’t gain any more 

marks for giving a detailed answer. 

 

Complete the video on Guided Writing – Foundation on Oak National Academy:  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-foundation-

70r64d?step=2&activity=video  

Activity 1 - Write 4 sentences about this photo in Spanish  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 – Write 4 sentences about this photo in Spanish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-foundation-70r64d?step=2&activity=video
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-foundation-70r64d?step=2&activity=video
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40 word task 
There will only be one option for this task. For your 40 word task, you will be given four bullet points. 

These are often made up of 1 or 2 words. All you have to do to get near to full marks for this 

question, is to write a D.O.R.C sentence about each of the bullet points. Even if you can’t work out 

what one of the bullet points means, write it in a D.O.R.C sentence and it will most likely make sense 

and get you the marks! Make sure to use a variety of opinions, so saying you like something, but you 

dislike the other bullet point.  

 

For example –  

The bullet point is: el colegio  

Translate the bullet point to English – school  

Write a D.O.R.C sentence – Diría que me gusta el colegio porque es fenomenal  

 

Activity 3 – write a 40 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 

 
Tu amigo español te ha preguntado sobre tu colegio. Escríbele sobre tu colegio.  

Menciona: 

• ¿cómo es?  

• asignaturas 

• profesores 

• uniforme 

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 

 

 

Activity 4 – write a 40 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 

 

Vas a participar en un intercambio escolar y un estudiante español, Paco, te ha 
preguntado sobre tu día escolar. 
Escríbele un correo electrónico. 
Menciona: 

• cómo vas al instituto 

• las horas de clase 

• el recreo 

• las normas. 
Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 
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90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.   

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (diría que  – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

Activity 5 – write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 6 – write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS 

Tu amiga argentina, Lidia, te ha preguntado sobre las actividades que haces en el 

instituto. También quiere saber si hay problemas en tu insti y cuáles son tus planes para 

el año próximo. 

Escríbele un correo electrónico. 

Menciona: 

•  las actividades extraescolares que haces 

•  un éxito reciente 

•  un problema que existe en tu colegio 

•  qué vas a estudiar el año próximo y por qué. 

Escribe aproximadamente 90 palabras en español. Responde a todos los aspectos de la 

pregunta.  
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Module 5, Mi vida en el insti - Lesson 7: 

Mi vida en el insti – Writing (Higher)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of Mi vida en el insti  

 

Even if you intend on taking the foundation paper, please complete all activities in this lesson for 

practice.  

 

In the higher paper, there are 3 questions: 90 word task; 150 word task and to translate a short 

paragraph from English to French (we have already practiced these in lesson 7).  

 

90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.  

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (je dirais que – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

 
Complete the video on Guided Writing – Higher on Oak National Academy:  

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-higher-60u68d  

 

Activity 1 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/guided-writing-higher-60u68d
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150 word task 
You will need to choose between two 150 word tasks. Only complete one of them. There will only be 

two bullet points, but you will need to write a detailed and informative response to each bullet point. 

Try to use as many tenses as you can and higher level language (for example subjunctive)  

TIPS 

· Mention all of the bullet points, tick them off as you do, you don’t need to write the same amount 

about each one. 

· Keep your response really relevant- don’t just waffle on about anything you know related to the 

topic, make sure you answer and respond to the bullet point. 

· Develop and justify and explain your opinions, giving examples wherever possible. 

· Once you have written a sentence read back through it and make sure it actually makes sense/ the 

message comes across. If not simplify or shorten it. 

· Identify which bullet points target the different time frames/ tenses and check that your verb 

formation is accurate. 

· In some cases, the language used in the bullet point can be manipulated to help you write a 

successful response.  

· Go for fewer, more impressive sentences featuring complex opinions, accurate verbs, developed 

opinions and connectives rather than writing lots of simpler sentences just to fill the pages. 

· Vary your language where possible and aim for - COMPARATIVES, REASONS, OPINIONS, 

INTENSIFIERS,SOPHISTICATED STRUCTURES,SUBORDINATE CLAUSES (extra 

bits),ADVERBS,NEGATIVES,TENSES.  

Activity 1  - write a 150 word response to this task: 

 
Lees un artículo sobre la vida de los jóvenes y quieres escribir una carta a la revista.  
 

• describe tu vida en el insti 

• escribe lo que te gustaría hacer después de los exámenes  
 

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en español. Responde a los dos aspectos de la pregunta. 

 

Activity 2  - write a 150 word response to this task: 

Tu colegio quiere artículos para su revista digital con el titulo “La vida de los jóvenes”. Decides escribir un 

articulo con esta información. 

Menciona: 

• un día memorable que tuviste en el colegio 

• tus recomendaciones para el tiempo libre 

¡Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en español. Responde a los dos aspectos de la pregunta. 
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Module 6, ¡A currar! - Lesson 8: 

¡A currar! – Reading   

Objetivo: To practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of GCSE reading 

questions on the topic of ¡A currar! 

 
GCSE READING TIPS:  

- read the text before the question  

- highlight/underline key vocabulary and annotate it in English  

- try to identify tenses within the text 

- read the question, due to annotating the text it should be quick to scan for the correct 

answer  

- make sure you double check your answers to make sure you’re not falling for a 

distractor  

 

Activity 1 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 –  
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Activity 3 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 5 –  
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Module 6, ¡A currar! - Lesson 9: 

¡A currar! – Reading   

Objetivo: To continue to practise and develop our reading skills by completing a range of 

GCSE reading questions on the topic of ¡A currar!  

 

Activity 1 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2 –  
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Activity 3 –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity 4 –  
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Module 6, ¡A currar! - Lesson 10: 
¡A currar!  – Translation (Spanish – English)    

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from Spanish to English on the topic 

of ¡A currar!  

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your reading paper. You will have to translate a short paragraph from Spanish into English. 

This is on both the foundation and higher paper. We are going to focus on these translations 

in this lesson.  
 

Spanish – English Translation Tips  

• Reading for gist. – read the whole passage first before you start translating it in order to 

establish the general meaning, even if you know that there are some words you don’t recognise 

or cannot immediately translate 

• Annotate the translation with the words you do know, and underline any you don’t know before 

you start translating.  

• If there is a word you don’t know in a sentence, try to make an informed guess. Ask yourself 

what makes sense in the context of the rest of the text.  

• Pay attention to time indicators and your grammatical knowledge to work out the tense of a 

sentence 

• Look for cognates (words which are very similar in both languages) 

• Pay attention for False Friends! These are words which look similar to English but have totally 

different meanings:  

Read these 3 sentences in French:  

Voy a la librería. Estoy embarazada. Es emocionante.  

If you think about cognates, you might have tried the following:  

I go to the library.  I am embarrassed. It’s emotional.  

All three would be wrong! The correct translations are:  

I go to the bookshop. I am pregnant. It’s exciting.  

• Think about whether what you have translated makes sense in English! This is one of the 

biggest losses of marks in the reading exam, use your common sense! Remember that the word 

order is often different in Spanish.  

 

Translate the texts below into English using the tips above: 

 

Activity 1  -  

 
Hola, me llamo David y trabajo como contable. Me gusta mi trabajo porque es variado y hay mucha 
responsabilidad. Además es un trabajo con un buen sueldo. Sin embargo, lo malo es que tengo que 
trabajar muchas horas. En el pasado quería ser profesor pero era demasiado difícil.  
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Activity 2 –  

 

Ayudo a mis padres en casa porque ellos siempre están ocupados. Hago de canguro de 

mi hermana cuando quieren salir. Me dna trece euros cada vez que lo hago. También 

paseo al perro los fines de semana. Este fin de semana voy a ir a una fiesta entonces 

no voy a ayudar en casa.  

 

Activity 3 –  

 

Para mis prácticas laborales pasé dos semanas en un banco. La gente del banco era muy 

simpática, pero trabajaba muchas horas, No voy a volver a trabajar allí en el futuro, y 

por eso fue una experiencia inútil.  

 

Activity 4 –  

 

Es importante que aprendamos idiomas. Las lenguas te abren la mente, aumentan tu 

confianza y mejoran tus perspectivas laborales. Algunas personas dicen que todo el 

mundo habla inglés y por eso no merece la pena aprender otros idiomas. Posiblemente 

nunca han ido al extranjero y por eso no saben que las habilidades lingüísticas son muy 

útiles.  

 

 

Activity 5 –  

 

Trabajar en la moda siempre ha sido mi sueño. Por eso, pasé tres semanas en una 

tienda de ropa. Solía ayudar a los clientes y el último día mi jefe organizó una fiesta 

de despedida para mí. Mis padres quieren que vaya a la universidad, pero sé que me 

gustaría montar mi proprio negocio de moda.  

 

Activity 6 –  

En el pasado, muchas chicas iban a España para trabajar de au pair. Vivían con familias 

españolas y cuidaban a sus hijos. Sin embargo, lo sorprendente es que haya cada vez 

más chicos que quieren seguir el ejemplo de las chicas para mejorar su conocimiento 

de la lengua espanola y ganar dinero.  

 

 

Activity 7 –  

Hice mis prácticas laborales en un zoo. Pasé quince días muy felices allí y tuve mucha 

suerte porque en el futuro me encantaría trabajar con los animales. Mis compañeros 

eran agradables y me dieron mucho apoyo. Aprendí a trabajar en equipo y los animales 

me hacían reír cada día con su comportamiento. 



28 

 

Module 6, ¡A currar!  - Lesson 11: 
¡A currar!  – Translation  (English to Spanish) 

Objetivo: To practise and develop our translation skills from English to Spanish on the topic 

of ¡A currar!    

 

In your final GCSE exams, you will have to complete 2 translations. One of these appears on 

your writing paper. For this translation, you will need to translate from English into Spanish. 

For the foundation paper, this will take the form of 5 short sentences that you will need to 

translate. For the higher paper, it will be a paragraph of similar length to the translations 

for the reading paper. Try to complete all of the translations in this lesson regardless of 

whether they are foundation or higher.  
 

 

English – Spanish Translation Tips  

• Break down the sentence into clauses (different sections). ... 

• Identify the connectives. 

• Identify the verbs and tenses. 

• Annotate vocabulary. 

• Have a go at putting it into the target language. 

• Check the spelling of the verbs and word order – remember that literal, “word for 
word” translations don't usually work. 

• Build up your bank of little words, which you are likely to need in translations for 
example, intensifiers (quite – bastante, very – muy)  

• Learn common time and frequency phrases (mañana – tomorrow, a veces – 
sometimes)  

• Remember your word order – In Spanish they say a cat black rather than a black cat 

• Think about adjectival agreement – adjectives need to agree in gender and number 
uno gato negro– a black cat    dos gatos negros – 2 black cats 

Una falda negra – a black skirt  dos faldas negras – 2 black skirts 

 

Activity 1 – Foundation 

 

1. I work in a hospital. 
2. I help the patients.  
3. I would like to be a teacher because I love children. 
4. My father is a lawyer. 
5. I want to go to university to study Spanish. 
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Activity 2 –  
 

1. I used to work in a restaurant. 

2. It is more interesting working as an actor than being a shop assistant. 

3. My boss is very friendly. 

4. It is a job with a good salary. 

5. I babysit at the weekends. 

 

Activity 3  -  

1. I am going to travel and work abroad in the future 

2. I did my work experience at the bank 

3. I am going to be an engineer in the future  

4. My brother went to University to study languages 

5. It is important to study languages because it opens your mind 

Activity 4  - 

When I am older I would like to be a doctor because I love science and I like to help people. It is a good job 

with a good salary and responsibility. I will go to university to study medicine. I want to go to university 

because I want to make new friends.  

Activity 5 –  

My mum used to work in a restaurant but now she is a teacher in a primary school. I did my work 

experience in a school. I helped the teachers and the children. It was great and I think I would like to be a 

teacher in the future.  

Activity 6 -  

Part time work increases your self confidence and allows you to improve your social skills. I do babysitting 

at the weekends. However, last weekend I walked the dog to help my parents. I am going to do my work 

experience in a school because I would like to be a teacher. I will take a gap year in Spain then I am going 

to go to University.  
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Module 6, ¡A currar! - Lesson 12: 

¡A currar! – Listening     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our listening skills on the topic of ¡A currar!  using This Is 

Language   

 

Login to This Is Language and complete all videos listed below. Do this by following the link, or typing 

the ID of the video into the search bar.  

If you have forgotten your login details for This Is Language, please contact your class teacher using 

the messaging system on Class Charts.  
 

¿Tienes algun trabajo en este momento? Descríbelo un poco. ID 2970 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2970  

 

¿Tienes algun trabajo en este momento? Descríbelo un poco. ID 2975 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2975  

 

Describe tu primer trabajo. ID 3098 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/3098 

 

Describe tu primer trabajo. ID 3077 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/3077  

 

¿Qué vas a hacer como trabajo este verano? ID 1139 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1139 

 

¿Qué vas a hacer como trabajo este verano? ID 1455 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1455  

 

¿Qué te gustaría hacer en el futuro? ID 2843 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2843  

 

¿Qué te gustaría hacer en el futuro? ¿Por qué? ID 1390 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1390  

 

¿Qué te gustaría hacer en el futuro? ¿Por qué? ID 2966 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2966  

 

¿Cuál sería tu trabajo ideal? ID 9607 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9607  

 

¿El desempleo es un problema para los jóvenes? ¿Por qué? ID 5093 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5093  

 

 

https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2970
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2975
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/3098
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/3077
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1139
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1455
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2843
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/1390
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/2966
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/9607
https://my.thisislanguage.com/school/watch-video/5093
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Module 6, ¡A currar! - Lesson 13: 

¡A currar! – Writing (Foundation)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of ¡A currar! 
 

Even if you intend on taking the higher writing paper, please ensure that you complete all activities in 

this lesson as they will be beneficial in developing your writing skills.  

 

The Foundation writing paper is made up of 4 questions: describing a photo; 40 word task; 5 

translation sentences (we practiced this in lesson 7) and a 90 word task.  

 

Describing a photo 
Similarly to your speaking exam, you will need to write 4 sentences in Spanish to describe a photo. It 

is best to try and keep these as SIMPLE as possible, i.e hay una familia– there is a family. Don’t try 

to overcomplicate on this section, as you will lose marks for any mistakes and you won’t gain any more 

marks for giving a detailed answer. 

 

Activity 1 – Write 4 sentences to describe this photo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Activity 2 – Write 4 sentences to describe this photo  
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40 word task 
There will only be one option for this task. For your 40 word task, you will be given four bullet points. 

These are often made up of 1 or 2 words. All you have to do to get near to full marks for this 

question, is to write a D.O.R.C sentence about each of the bullet points. Even if you can’t work out 

what one of the bullet points means, write it in a D.O.R.C sentence and it will most likely make sense 

and get you the marks! Make sure to use a variety of opinions, so saying you like something, but you 

dislike the other bullet point.  

 

For example –  

The bullet point is: el colegio   

Translate the bullet point to English – school  

Write a D.O.R.C sentence – diría que me gusta el colegio porque es fantástico. 
 

 

Activity 3 – write a 40 word response to the following task 

 

Tu amigo español te ha preguntado sobre donde vives. Escríbele sobre tu casa.  
Menciona: 

• habitaciones  

• tu dormitorio 

• lo que te gusta  

• lo que no te gusta 

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 

 

 
Activity 4 - write a 40 word response to the following task 
 

Tu amigo español te ha preguntado sobre tus prácticas laborales. Escríbele sobre tu 

opinión.  

Menciona: 

• dónde 

• qué haces 

• cómo viajas  

• tu trabajo ideal 

Escribe aproximadamente 40 palabras en español. 
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90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.  

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (je dirais que – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

 

 

 

Activity 4 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  
Tu amigo español te escribe un email para preguntarte sobre tus prácticas laborales. Escríbele un email 

sobre qué hiciste. Menciona: 

•        dónde trabajaste 

•        qué hiciste  

•        tu jefe 

•        qué trabajo te quieres hacer en el futuro  

Escribe aproximadamente 90 palabras en español. Responde a todos los aspectos de la pregunta. 

Activity 5 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



34 

 

Module 6, ¡A currar! - Lesson 14: 

¡A currar! – Writing (Higher)     

Objetivo: To practise and develop our writing skills on the topic of ¡A currar!     

 

Even if you intend on taking the foundation paper, please complete all activities in this lesson for 

practice.  

 

In the higher paper, there are 3 questions: 90 word task; 150 word task and to translate a short 

paragraph from English to French (we have already practiced these in lesson 7).  

 

90 word task 
In your final exam the 90 word tasks are the same in both the foundation and the higher paper. 

In your exam, you will have the choice between 2 90 word tasks, and they will likely be from 

different topics. You must only complete 1 in your final exam, as only 1 will be marked.  

 

Tips 

- translate the bullet points before starting your task 

- write what tense each bullet point is asking you to respond in  

- write a separate paragraph for each bullet point 

- complete the bullet points in order  

- use D.O.R.C sentences and higher level opinion phrases (je dirais que – I would say that) 

- ANSWER ALL 4 BULLET POINTS – EVEN IF IT IS JUST 1 SENTENCE! If you are really 

struggling and can’t work out what the bullet point means, try to include it in a D.O.R.C sentence 

-To get full marks, you MUST use at least 3 tenses 

 

Activity 1 - write a 90 word response to this task. ANSWER ALL BULLET 

POINTS  
 

Escribe un email a tu amigo español para hablar del mundo laboral en Inglaterra. Menciona:  

• Tu trabajo a tiempo parcial 

• qué te gustaría estudiar en la universidad 

• un trabajo que te gustaría hacer 

• cómo se puede encontrar un trabajo en Inglaterra  

 

Escribe aproximadamente 90 palabras en español. Responde a todos los aspectos de la 

pregunta.  
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150 word task 
You will need to choose between two 150 word tasks. Only complete one of them. There will 

only be two bullet points, but you will need to write a detailed and informative response to 

each bullet point. Try to use as many tenses as you can and higher level language (for example 

subjunctive)  

 

TIPS 
· Mention all of the bullet points, tick them off as you do, you don’t need to write the same amount 

about each one. 

· Keep your response really relevant- don’t just waffle on about anything you know related to the 

topic, make sure you answer and respond to the bullet point. 

· Develop and justify and explain your opinions, giving examples wherever possible. 

· Once you have written a sentence read back through it and make sure it actually makes sense/ the 

message comes across. If not simplify or shorten it. 

· Identify which bullet points target the different time frames/ tenses and check that your verb 

formation is accurate. 

· In some cases, the language used in the bullet point can be manipulated to help you write a 

successful response.  

· Go for fewer, more impressive sentences featuring complex opinions, accurate verbs, developed 

opinions and connectives rather than writing lots of simpler sentences just to fill the pages. 

· Vary your language where possible and aim for - COMPARATIVES, REASONS, OPINIONS, 

INTENSIFIERS,SOPHISTICATED STRUCTURES,SUBORDINATE CLAUSES (extra 

bits),ADVERBS,NEGATIVES,TENSES.  

Activity 2 – write 150 words on the following task 

Escribe un blog sobre tus practicas laborales 

• Tus prácticas laborales – ¿qué hiciste? ¿Tu opinión?  

• ¿En qué te gustaría trabajar en el futuro? ¿y por qué?  

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en español. Responde a los dos aspectos de la 

pregunta 

 

Activity 3 – write 150 words on the following task 

Tu amiga española quiere venir a Inglaterra para trabajar cuando termine la universidad. Escríbele un email 

con un consejo sobre cómo puede conseguir un trabajo aquí.  

• Escribe sobre tu trabajo a tiempo parcial y qué hiciste 

• Tu trabajo ideal y por qué es un trabajo bueno 

Escribe aproximadamente 150 palabras en español. Responde a los dos aspectos de la pregunta. 
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Knowledge Organisers 

Mi vida en el insti 
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Knowledge Organiser - ¡A currar! 
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