
 Music Assessment Ladder Y7 Unit 1 Autumn 1 & 2 

Stewards Academy  September 2020 

 

Attainment 
Band:               

Unit 1 – Playing the Keyboard for ‘When I Grow Up’  
from Matilda the Musical by Tim Minchin 

Knowledge and Understanding  Skills  
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• Knows exactly where all the 
notes and chords are for each 
tonality.  

• Has emotional understanding of 
the music. 

• Plays fluently and musically, with 
expression. The music sounds 
complete to the listener. 
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• Knows where all notes and 
chords lie on the keyboard. 

• Understands how to ‘break up’ a 
chord for greater effect.  

• Understands which black notes 
to play for certain chords (and 
why?) 

• Understands how the lyrics fit 
with the keyboard 
accompaniment 

• Plays notes fluently, with LH 
accompaniment.  

• Moves easily from one chord to the 
next.  

• ‘Breaks up’ the chords for great 
effect.  

• Plays the correct black notes for 
certain chords. 

• Sings along with the keyboard 
accompaniment appropriately 

  
Bl

ue
 

4-
5 

 • Knows where all the white notes 
are on the keyboard 

• Finds all notes fluently 
• Plays all chords fluently 
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• Understands that the notes are in 
alphabetical order.  

• Understands how to form a 
chord 

• Plays a chord. 
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• Knows that ‘C’ is to the left of the 
two black keys on the keyboard 

• Plays a ‘C’ 

General Assessment Feedback  
Keyboard Geography: Did you use points of reference to find the notes? 

No evidence  Needs work  Good  Very Good  Excellent  
Keyboard Chords and Harmony: Do you know which black notes to use for which chords? 
(Extension: and why?) 

No evidence  Needs work   Good  Very Good  Excellent  

Music Literacy: Did you check the score to ensure what is written is what you are playing? 

No evidence  Needs work  Good  Very Good  Excellent  

Resilience: Did you keep trying, even when it was difficult? 

No evidence  Needs work  Good  Very Good  Excellent  

Reflection: Did you take note of the feedback and use it to improve your playing? 

No evidence  Needs work  Good  Very Good  Excellent  

                                                                                  Teacher Feedback  
  

 


