
Dear Parents and Carers,
I can hardly believe that we are nearing the home straight to the end of the academic year! This half-term, like any
other, has been a very busy one, with lots to report inside our newsletter.

We started the half-term with a day of COURAGE assemblies, in which myself and the pastoral team communicated the
high standards and aspirations we have for our pupils, and how we would work together as a community to continue to
raise the bar for the benefit of all. I would like to thank parents for their support in ensuring that pupils are smartly
dressed, equipped for the day, and keep their mobile phones out of sight in line with policy. There are some reminders
about expectations on Page 1 that you may find helpful.

Of course, this has been a very important half-term for our Year 11 cohort, who have made an incredible start to their
formal examinations. We have been very impressed with their dedication to their final revision sessions and their
resilience as they face exams day after day. We must recognise the incredible support that has been given to them by Mr
Drew, Miss Beckett, Miss Coates and all their tutors. They could not have worked any harder to make sure that the pupils
were supported in every possible way and will continue to do so.

I hope that you all have an enjoyable half-term break, and I look forward to working with you all again very soon.

Kind regards, 
Helen Ginger - Headteacher
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School Uniform
Students are expected to be in complete school uniform. For this half term only, blazers must be
brought to school and worn as they enter the building, but pupils are then permitted to not wear
them throughout the day as the weather gets warmer. Ties must be always worn, correct school
shoes (no trainers), black v neck jumpers (without logos) and skirts at knee level. Recently there has
been a fashion trend to wear more than one pair of socks differing in colour please ensure just one
pair of either white or black not both together. Hoodies should not be worn in or around school.  
Lanyards must also be worn all the time and PE kit must be worn to PE lessons. We want students
to feel proud to be part of Stewards Academy and wearing our uniform correctly is a huge part of
the culture of the school. 

Pupils are required to not only wear their lanyard with identification card always attached on entry
to school but during the school day. By wearing their identification card always allows staff at a
glance to ensure pupils have access to food in the canteens and use of the printers and
photocopiers. For safeguarding reasons it also allows us to ensure the pupils are members of our
school community.

Please ensure that hair is of a natural looking colour only, no jewellery should be worn; this includes
bracelets, necklaces, rings and nose piercings, watches may be worn, however, smart watches are
not allowed. One pair of stud earrings are permitted. Pupils will be asked to remove them or
confiscation of these items will happen. This is to ensure the safety of pupils as jewellery can often
catch on things leading to injury.

The school cannot accept responsibility of things lost at school so we would like these valuable and
sentimental items left at home. False nails, painted nails and false eyelashes must be removed
before school and are not allowed. Uniform gate will be running as usual and normal protocols will
apply. Pupils that arrive late, after 8.40am, will be directed to Uniform Gate in the usual way. Pupils
that arrive later will still be asked to remain in Student Services if not in uniform, a member of staff
will be called to address the uniform issue. It may be necessary to park the pupil in the Green Room
until uniform can be sorted.

Mobile Phones
For whatever reason, we have seen an influx in the number of phones that are being confiscated. We are currently
looking into secure storage facilities so that phones can be locked away during the day; depending on cost and logistics
we are hoping to get this in place for September. The government are backing the ban of mobile phones in school; their
guidance was released on 19th February, and although we have a system in place which is compliant with this guidance,
the fact that young people are still using them says that we need to do more. Mobile phones are currently still allowed
to be with the pupil; however the use of them is not permitted during the school day for any reason. This is for
safeguarding purposes as you have seen recently in the news. (This is not a new rule for Stewards pupils) Pupils can ask
PSM’s to use a phone in their office in an emergency. Parents are reminded please don’t call the pupils, that they can
contact school to pass on any important information to pupils. Phones seen will be confiscated and a prep issued for
that evening. Tutors will be awarding positive points on the Stewards Passport to all pupils that meet these standards
both at morning prep and tutor check in. This will give all pupils an incredible boost to their passport journey to
rewards.

Room 21
Following on from our successful introduction of room 21, which has been created to help support many of the pupils
with daily struggles of emotions or high anxiety, over this term we will be phasing out our old Time out passes. If you are
concerned by this, please contact your year lead to discuss.

Year 11
As we prepare for our year 11 leaving us we are aware they may no longer have need for their uniform and PE kits. If you
would like we would happily accept donations of clean usable uniform and PE kit. Please hand into reception.

Your support is greatly appreciated in these matters, we look forward to supporting our young people in a successful
year at Stewards Academy.

Pupils may also be turned around at the school gate before they enter school to go home and
change. We do hold a selection of spare clean uniforms, including shoes, which will be offered to
students in the first place. Should you have any issues regarding the purchase of a school uniform,
please contact your PSM.



Head Boy and Head Girl Election
On Thursday 2nd May, Stewards Academy students and staff voted
for their new Head Boy and Head Girl for the 2024-2025 academic
year. The amazing candidates showed true bravery and confidence as
they took to the podium to present their speeches to the school. 

All of the candidates were exceptional and should be extremely proud
of themselves, we are immensely proud of you all! 

The votes were counted and the results are...

Head Boy: Ethan Root (10JL)
Deputy Head Boy: Theodore Narburgh-Boateng (10JLR)

Head Girl: Alegria Manzambi (10SJG)
Deputy Head Girl: Guoda Juozapaityte (10JLR)

Congratulations to our new Senior team!!
Mrs C. Keys-Kidd
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Daniel Rumelhart (7UM) - 533
Harriet Albiston (7UM) - 511

Soraya Zaha (8ARM) - 416
Obert Marufu (8DSR) - 361

Lola Robery (9KS) - 362
Angel Meguille Soyam (9KLD) - 355

Jenson Baker (10SJG) - 361
Bethany Kabasu (10SJG) - 327

Rohwan McCann-Warner (11EC) - 246
Afrayam Khaliq (11EC) - 172

Sara Tavio Gadanha (7VE) - 577
Oliver Olma (7KW) - 575

Rosie Bright (8JW) - 474
Danielle Palmer (8JW) - 465

Danielle Asante (9KH) - 305
Ruby Fairley (9KH) - 292

Ethan Clark (10ASC) - 543
Julia Lukasik (10ASC) - 517

Isla Gray (11CV) - 281
 Harriette Cleall (11CV) - 203

Cordelia Mulato (7SRH) - 586
Sofia Balan (7RN) - 570

Amelia Glagla (8CN) - 473
Amber Pask (8CN) - 447

George Springthorpe (9CH) - 442
Anastasija Kukina (9ID) - 381

Michelle Noruwa (10JL) - 408
Harrison Brennan (10CWH) - 399

Emily Naylor (11TL) - 255
Lily Yamoah (11ALC) - 232

Manha Rashid (7RH) - 445
Jack Parry (7RH) - 404

Logan Spry (8TEC) - 492
Hope Middleton (8EW) - 438

Samuel Bridges (9SRM) - 306
Micaela-Demetria Baltaretu (9EO) - 295

Theodore Narburgh-Boateng (10MG) - 346
Amelia Ashton (10PH) - 344

Emmanuel Kamba (11EKG) - 202
Andreea-Miruna Fratila (11MR) - 182



Review: Stewards Academy are the Champions with
Fantastic Production of ‘We Will Rock You’

Our recent production resulted in an impressive review from Your Harlow...

Stewards Academy produced a sensational version of West End smash ‘We Will Rock You’.

This was the culmination of five long months of hard work. Doing ‘We Will Rock You’ is very risky. These are
Queen songs, sung by Freddie Mercury. One of the greatest rock singers of all time. If you don’t have really
good singers, then this is going to be a disaster. This..was..a..triumph! Stewards were blessed with some
remarkable singers. Within the first ten minutes, Lena Cichonczyk as Galileo produced a confident and
passionate “I Want To Break Free” and this was followed by a rousing “Somebody To Love” by Grace Dell.
They both commanded the stage and after the first twenty minutes had the audience in the palm of their
hand. Grace was also a fine comedy actress with a great line in sarcasm. Each actor made their part their
own. From Cian Sensoy’s Matrix like menace as Kashoggi to Harleigh Kirton as Buddy who also sang a very
touching “Days Of Our Lives”.
But we don’t want people to feel this was a series of fine individual performances. A lot of credit goes to
the singers and dancers that made up the Yuppies. They had a vital role to play on stage and in the
audience. They never put a foot wrong. But we return to the subject of singing. Logan Spry produced a top
quality version of Killer Queen, all leopard skin evil as she commanded the stage and the song. Credit at
this point must go to Director Abbie Martin and her team. You could tell that over the last five months, the
pupils have learned a huge amount about stage craft. You could also see from the detailed programme
that many of the performers held back stage roles as well. That is going to help them a great deal in the
future. These were singers, who got the songs. You can’t recite Under Pressure. You really have to live that
song on stage and again, Lena and Grace did that.

Their joy and pleasure at being on stage was noticeable with an infectious enthusiasm. Each actor made
each role their own.”



Bronze Award
Winners

On Wednesday 31st January, twenty-eight Year 9 and thirty Year 10 students took part
in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge. This involved completing 25 challenging
maths questions on many different topics intended to showcase their problem-solving
skills. Pupils were competing against students at a high level in Year 9, 10 and 11 across
the country. 

This is an annual challenge which Stewards has participated in for many years, and once
again the pupils have done us incredibly proud. This challenge is extremely difficult as
students must apply excellent mathematical thinking in order to find the solutions.

Special mentions go to Zack Van Der Merwe who achieved the ‘Best in Year’ award and
Daisy O’Dell who achieved ‘Best in School’. Due to Daisy’s extraordinary performance,
she has qualified for the follow-on round and will soon compete in the Pink Kangaroo
challenge. Congratulations Daisy, this is a huge achievement and you have done
Stewards proud!

Next up is the Junior challenge for Years 7 & 8. We will keep you updated on how they
get on and hopefully more award news to follow.  

Our pupils showed great resilience throughout the challenge which is reflected in the
fantastic results. Well done everyone!

UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge

Silver Award
Winners

Gold Award Winner

Mrs Woolley



UKMT Junior Maths Challenge 

The UKMT Junior Maths Challenge is a 60 minute, 25 multiple choice Challenge. It encourages
mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency to make students think. The problems on
the Junior Maths Challenge are accessible yet still challenge those with more experience.

Reading Matters

Mr Ginger

When I was at school, the choice of fiction reading material was basically Enid Blyton’s Famous Five
and Secret Seven stories or Roald Dahl and his tales of James and the Giant Peach, The BFG, and
Matilda to name but a few.

The story (excuse the pun!) is very different for our Key-Stage three pupils today. There is a plethora
of choice available for our lower school pupils ranging from Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a Wimpy Kid series,
to more serious books such as Philip Pullman’s His Dark Materials sequence and of course classics
such as JK Rowling’s Harry Potter stories and Rick Riordan’s Percy Jackson collection.

At Key-Stage four, there is also a great choice of reading material, much of which is either already on
our library shelves or in the process of being readied for shelving. There is a recommended reading
list for Key-Stage four pupils on the Stewards Academy web site which contains such classics as To
Kill a Mockingbird, The Hobbit, Dracula, and Great Expectations.

With such a huge choice of published books and a well-stocked school library, there really is no
excuse for not choosing to read, after all it’s not as if you can only choose Enid Blyton or Roald Dahl.

Happy reading!



Annual Presentation of Awards Evening
Stewards Academy was delighted to hold its Annual Presentation of Awards Evening recently.
With 125 prizes, 117 recipients, family members, governors and guests it was a wonderful
celebratory event.

Prize winners from Years 7-10 were nominated by their form tutors for a variety of reasons,
including being excellent role models, resilience, progress, commitment to the life of the
academy. Year 11s also received tutor awards and subject prizes for academic excellence. Our
9 Jack Petchey Achievement Awards winners were able to celebrate with us also. Our final
awards were our COURAGE awards where students had been nominated by members of the
Pastoral and Senior Leadership teams.

Our awards were presented by senior students Dariusz, Precious, Ethan, Ruby, in their last
official job as Head Boy, Head Girl and deputies, Miss Beckett Pastoral Lead Year 11, Mrs
Ginger Headteacher and Mrs Miller Chair of Governors. We were also lucky to have Millie, an
award winner last year, to present our final award of the evening.

Excellent performances were delivered by our performing arts students - Lena, Grace, Katie,
Harleigh, Leylani and Ruby.

Mrs da Vighi, Enrichment Co-Ordinator and event organiser, said: “This event is always one of
the highlights on the academy calendar. It is great to bring together so many members of our
academy community and to welcome back former senior students to celebrate with us.
Congratulations to all of our prize winners.” Mrs da Vighi



Our Library
A few of our wonderful students have spent their time after school decorating our library to
make it a more engaging and exciting place.

They have created a monthly notice board that showcases events and activities that have
happened in that month, starting with May 2024.

Another favourite amongst the students is the ‘favourite song name’ board which allows
students to engage in conversations around their personal interests. 

Thank you and well done to Rosie, Finlay and Charlie for all of your hard work in creating this
wonderful space for students and staff.

Stewards Academy pupils were privileged to attend the Delfont Mackintosh Les Miserables
education performance on Tuesday 14th May. 
Thirty students accompanied by three staff travelled to London to watch the show and technical
demonstration. 
The students behaviour was impeccable as they joined hundreds of others in the theatre.
Allocated seats in the front stalls they enjoyed a prime position for this incredible production. 
Pupils on the trip said: “Today was brilliant...the acting and singing were amazing...I loved it...I
would definitely recommend seeing this show.”
Another pupil said: “This is the best West End show I have watched, and to be able to sit at the
very front, with the actors looking at you and practically interacting with you, was a once in a
lifetime experience, and I am so grateful to be given the opportunity to not just watch this
incredible show, but to have the workshop at the end too. Listening to the different departments
that put in so much time and effort into that show every day, and to be able to hear from some of
the main actors in the play was phenomenal.”
Di da Vighi, Head of Performing Arts said: “This was an absolutely fabulous opportunity for our
students and made possible by one of our grandparents, who is a member of the production team,
putting our name forward to attend. We are very appreciative to have been nominated. As always,
our pupils conducted themselves superbly and were a credit to the Academy.”

Les Miserables Theatre Trip



The drugs bus is an exciting and unique Platform that allows students to learn about various topics in a fun and
engaging way. There are 2 main areas on the bus: upstairs is Maddie’s crack shack. This area is dark and dingy and
designed to represent a drugs den. This is our discussion space where we can tailor our information to discuss
various topics such as SUBSTANCE MISUSE, KNIFE CRIME, COUNTY LINES, MENTAL HEALTH and OFFENDING. People
will take part in activities that revolve around these different topics, such as what substances are and how they
affect you, consequences, and choices, what is county lines, dealing with substance misuse situations, offending and
what a life in prison would be like.  In the “crack shack”, they will not just discuss the issues but be fully immersed
into the environment. The second area is our replica prison cells. People will be put into the cells and have to take
part in a 10-minute cell escape activity where they will have to solve puzzles and clues relating to substance misuse
to get themselves released early on good behaviour. There are some hard-hitting learning points that the people will
pick up whilst working through these activities which will challenge their opinions, thoughts, and views. 

Year 8 - I really enjoyed it. I didn’t think about the link between drug and knife crime, but will be more aware now.

Year 7 -  It was good, the prison cell was so small and the lady said sometimes you wouldn’t even get a window. I
can’t imagine not having a window to look out of.

Year 8 - I see people out on the street and you think they may be doing drugs, but I  never thought about them
carrying a knife. It made me think.  

Year 9 - The drug den was scary, drugs just mess up your life. I hope none of my friends get involved. I would be so
worried for them.  

Staff  - It was really interesting and I learnt so much. I wanted to share my drug bus experience feedback as I
honestly feel the way it was shown was so hard hitting. I was first in the prison cell, and it was dark and stuffy and
smelt. It wasn’t nice, needing to find things in the dark, writings on the wall shown only by one small torch and
needing to be close to the toilet. I was aware it was not prison for myself, but it was so well done I could not
imagine being in there for any longer than I had too. This was also shown by the students in with me as it went
from ‘yeah I could stay in here’ to not being able to stay still, becoming very hot and wanting to leave. The lady
talking was so factual and real it was incredible. We then went upstairs and to see a ‘drug den’ was hard hitting. I
knew it was a doll lying on the dirty mattress surrounded by drugs and sick and rubbish but where it looked so real
I felt physically sick to realise this could be someone we know. The information with knife crime was so insightful
and has really made me think about the extra challenges our students face once they leave this school and how
dangerous a walk home can really be. I found the thinking about what they could do to help keep themselves safe
was amazing and I saw the students start to think about what is best for them to survive.

A big Thank you to Kerry Farmer and team from Resilience Voyage Ltd

The Drug Bus Visits Stewards



UKROC is a youth rocketry competition that attracts teams from the UK, USA, France and Japan to compete for the
prize. Last year's final was in Paris, this year it was Farnborough's turn to host at it's UK airshow. Winning teams from
Scotland, Northern Ireland, North of England, South-west and South-east compete in regionals to find the UK's entry.

Our Rocket Club mission was set in motion before the end of term last academic year. Since many of the components
are sourced from the USA we ordered up well in advance for this year's competition. Our Mission brief was to design
and build a model rocket that could reach 250m in height, deploy a parachute and return to the ground with a total
flight time of 43-46 seconds, and keep it's payload of a raw hen's egg intact.

Over the months of September and October we tested designs using a simulation program called Open Rocket to
design and virtually test our designs. In November we started building our rocket using techniques and materials we
had not used before such as composite epoxy, Kevlar and Nomex to make our rocket light, but very strong. We were
struggling to keep weight down (every 5 grams costs 1metre to lost!) to reach the required 250m. We managed this in
the end and produced a good looking model rocket.

The South-east regional date was set for 2nd May at Stowe Maries WW1 aerodrome. Only a disused airfield is big
enough to safely launch these powerful models. We spent the days leading up to the competition with our eyes glued
to the weather forecast, the force of winds, especially gusts seriously affects the flight. We didn't want a repeat of last
year's flight which required us to jump streams, bushwhack our way through trees and hedges to get the rocket back
300m away from where it was launched.

On the day the winds were light and the rain held off. We launched but had a problem with the rocket and did not
reach the required height. We problem-solved the issue and fixed the fault for a textbook second flight and finished
the day in fourth place out of 32 teams. We will find out in the next few days if our score will be good enough to go
through to the Nationals. Watch this space!

I want to thank all those who have contributed to this endeavour, including the Technology team who were amazing,
but mainly to the fantastic pupils who gave so much time, thought and effort to the cause. In no particular order our
thanks go to Jenson Baker and Alfie Bishop in Year 10 for their amazing building skills, Oliver Fearn, Merral Elhag and
Samuel Nottingham in Year 8 for their endless energy and ideas (whilst learning the different roles). Finally Noah
Jones in Year 9 for his technical skills with rocket motors and his brother Ethan Jones in Year 11 who finally bows out
having given up so much time to Rocket Club. Thank you Ethan, we couldn't have done it without you.

Now we catch our breath and prepare for September when the next mission is revealed.

UKROC International Youth Rocketry Competition

Mr Rew



P.E. News

Year 8 West Essex & Harlow Rugby Champions Again
The Year 8 rugby team finished the rugby season for Stewards by playing in the West Essex &
Harlow final against Davenant school. The lads were in great spirits on the minibus going to the
game and were desperate to repeat last year's performance by winning both the Harlow & West
Essex rugby finals. There was a great team spirit and they needed to show resilience and
determination to keep out the Davenant opposition who took an early lead by scoring the first try.
The first half of the game was a very cagey affair as both teams were testing each other out and
committing a number of offences for tackling too high. Stewards then scored their first try much to
the delight of the large crowd made up of parents and teachers and scored by Emet. After a
stunning try by Tino down the wing Stewards were back in front​.

It was a real testament to the teams'
character that Stewards kept going
and got their noses back in front
thanks to Emet, Jacob, Abraham and
Tino all scoring tries again matched
with a great team performance
marshalled by Austin.​

The crowd and opposition
commented that Stewards showed
great sportsmanship at the end of
the game by shaking hands with their
worthy opponents and forming a
tunnel to clap them off the pitch. We
couldn’t have been more proud of
you all for your performance on the
pitch and your conduct afterwards.

Stewards Academy were chosen by the OCR exam board to host the GCSE PE Practical exams this
year with four other schools travelling to Stewards with their Year 11 GCSE PE students to be
moderated in a wide range of different activities. First up was trampolining which Stewards had
Milli performing her excellent routine for the moderation.​ Next up the two students for Stewards
were Milli and Chloe who performed well in the netball activity showing all their skills for both their
core and advanced netball skills ably assisted by Michelle, Abbie, Guoda and Poppy from year 10.​ ​
The next performance was badminton organised by Mr Rayney where Shay, Oscar, Harvey, Luca
and Dan had to show their racket skills against their opponents from different schools playing
singles games against them.​ The next activity of the day was athletics and the event chosen was the
1500m in which Kaley, Richard and James were running against the other students from the other
schools and performed notably against a class field.​ ​The last activity of the day was football with
Lei, Dan and Nobel out on the pitch who all performed exceptionally well showing off their core
and advanced skills in the football match at the end of the day which showcased their talents.​

We are very proud of all your efforts for the moderation day and now you just have to smash the
theory exams.​

Year 11 GCSE P.E. Exams

Mr Rayney



Boardgames Club

At our Tabletop Gaming Club, we have introduced many new games systems and
events. Recently, we have introduced Judge Dredd, a classic crime-fighting board game,
based on the infamous 2000AD comic “Judge Dredd”. Will they bring peace to Mega-
City one? Play to find out. We have also begun playthroughs of “Labyrinth the
Adventure Game” a TTRPG based on the classic Jim Henson movie. So far, our players
have visited sleazy taverns, charged through cities of sentient worms, and fought off
servants of the goblin king (e.g. the dungeon master, gamemaster or George
Springthorpe). With a single goal in mind, to reach the centre of the Labyrinth, and
reclaim something taken from them. Will they succeed and free the Labyrinth from the
tyrannical rule of the Goblin King? Play to find out. In addition, HeroQuest has had
recent table time with its newest expansion pack “Against the Ogre Horde”. Will the
heroes defeat the corruption growing at the heart of the Dirgrusht tribe of ogres, living
in the world’s edge mountains, or fall foul of the many traps and creatures that clamber
in the dark depths of the world? So far, our heroes have fought (and won) in a desperate
battle in the World’s End fighting arena. But they will have to beat Gruzzbella, the
reigning champion, in gladiatorial combat so she can reward them with the information
needed to find and defeat the Ogre Hoard. Will they succeed? Play to find out. 

Club runs on Tuesdays after school from 3:15-5:15, and we would love to see YOU there. 

George Springthorpe (Chairman of the Tabletop Gaming Club)



I Am

I am from dungeons filled with dragons,
And heroes going on quests. A land of

imagination,
Not a land of undelivered apologies,

Where the air itself wears the batteries
out.

I come from down the rainbow road,
but I am not a pot of gold,
Where the land creeps in.

I live in the escape of dice and boards,
bits of paper and lead, books that are

read yet my rolls are all ones.
I am master of tales and unknown

corners,
Yet not the master of me. 

- George Springthorpe (9CH)

Creative Writing
Club





This newsletter is a great space to talk about your employees' genuine concerns, such as company updates,
events, and perks that they regularly look forward to.

M
S P R I N G T H O R P E

STEWARDS SAFEGUARDING TEAM
2023

Safeguarding
Much of our focus this half term has been on the ‘U’ element of our COURAGE values, which
is ‘Unity’. 

Unity encompasses inclusiveness, acceptance and kindness and we showed some videos
which delivered some powerful messages during our assemblies. We continue to hold our
‘Proud Place’ meetings on the first Thursday of every month which has proved very
beneficial in raising awareness of and for the LGBTQ+ community and providing a friendly
and safe space to meet and discuss how we, as a school, ensure we stay aware of current
information and issues.

We value our ongoing working relationship with the local Police who keep us informed
about community matters. We also often seek their advice on various concerns we have as
and when they arise. We and Harlow police would encourage you to reiterate the message
we send your young people about the importance of appropriate conduct when in public
spaces, and to consider things such as language used, risk-taking behaviour and the
potential impact the presence of large groups of young people can have on others.

We’d also like to encourage you to remind your young people to stay safe and vigilant and
aware of their surroundings. We know we have some wonderful students here at Stewards,
let’s show this to the wider community and take pride in our school! 


