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Overview of English Literature Paper 2  

Exam Board: AQA  

Time: 2 hours 15 minutes  

Content: An Inspector Calls, Power and Conflict Poetry and Unseen Poetry   

 

You should spend 50 minutes on An Inspector Calls, 50 minutes on Power and Conflict Poetry and 30 

minutes on Unseen Poetry. This then gives you 5 minutes to check your work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark Scheme  

For each exam you will be marked on the following assessment objectives. The assessment objectives are 

the same across all exam questions. There is only one difference which is in Power and Conflict Poetry as 

you need to compare!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AO1- you need to build an 

argument across your essay. You 

need to discuss the whole text as 

well as the extract.  

 

AO2- you need to explore the 

use of language and structure. 

What is the writer trying to 

convey? Why are they wanting to 

show their audience this? 

  

AO3- context doesn’t just mean 

the Victorian period or the 

Jacobean era. You need to think 

about the themes being used 

and the writers’ intentions.  

 

 

 



Essay Structure  

Introduction  

Every essay you write should include an introduction. In your introduction you need to include an overview 

of the text, some key themes and a link to the exam question.  

An Inspector Calls  

An Inspector Calls was written and performed post WWII however, set in 1912 during the Edwardian 

period. Priestley uses the microcosm of the upper-middle class family, the Birlings, to criticize the 

selfishness and hypocrisy of the elite in society. Priestley uses the character of Mr. Birling to…   

Only the underlined section would change depending on what the given exam question is.  

Power and Conflict Poetry  

Both ‘_________’ and ‘_________’ present (insert question here).  ‘__________’ centres around (explain 

what the poem is about) and ‘__________’ concentrates on (explain what the poem is about). Both 

poems explore… (insert question).  

Example full introduction  

Both ‘Ozymandias’ and ‘Tissue’ present nature as the fundamental and overlooked symbol of power 

within our world, whilst depicting the efforts of mankind to control or overpower it as 

futile.  ‘Ozymandias’ centres around one of the most celebrated and powerful pharaohs of the Egyptian 

Empire (Ramesses II), who reigned for sixty-six years, from 1303 BC - 1213 BC.  ‘Tissue’ concentrates on 

the power of “paper” and the impact it can have on human lives. 

Paragraph Structure  

 

Topic sentence linked to the question  

Evidence from the text. If it’s from the extract, it’s a direct quotation. If it’s from elsewhere, it can just be a 

moment. It doesn’t have to be an exact quotation.  

Explanation and analysis- zoom in on key words. What is the effect? Why have they been chosen?  

Link everything back to the question/theme/context. You do not have to put historical context into every 

paragraph! It doesn’t need to come into your essay at all.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essay Structure  

Step 1- read and highlight the question.   

Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text  

Step 3- Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order  

Step 4- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument  

Step 5- write your essay! Always write in chronological order  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the beginning of ACC, Dickens presents family to be an 

annoyance for Scrooge which is evident when his nephew 

visits him at his place of work. When Fred visits Scrooge he 

announces, ‘A Merry Christmas, uncle!’ showing how 

friendly and excitable he is. Dickens purposefully uses Fred 

as the anthesis of Scrooge to demonstrate to his readers 

how one should behave towards their family. The use of the 

exclamation even after Scrooge has been rude to his 

nephew conveys how Fred will continue to try and have a 

relationship with his uncle regardless of his behaviour. 

Dickens uses this uncomfortable exchange to show the 

importance of familial relationships and how Scrooge had a 

lack of them at the beginning of the novella.  

 

Topic sentence 

linked to the 

question  

Evidence from the text.  

Explanation and 

analysis- zoom in 

on key words. 

What is the effect? 

Why have they 

been chosen?  

Link everything back to the 

question/theme/context.  

Top Tips  

1. Always plan your answer before 

reading the extract  

2. You do not have to know 

quotations! Make references if 

you are unsure.   



An Inspector Calls- DO NOT RETELL THE STORY! YOU NEED TO BE ANALYSING. WHY DID 

PRIESTLEY WRITE THE PLAY? WHAT WAS HIS MESSAGE?  

 

 

 



Power and Conflict Poetry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unseen Poetry Part 1 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unseen Poetry Part 2  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 


