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Overview of English Literature Paper 1 
Exam Board: AQA 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Content: Macbeth and A Christmas Carol 

You should spend 50 minutes on Macbeth and 50 minutes on A Christmas Carol. This then gives you 5 minutes to check your work. 
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For each exam you will be marked on the following assessment objectives: 
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AO1- you need to build an argument across your essay. You need to discuss the whole text as well as the extract. 

AO2- you need to explore the use of language and structure. What is the writer trying to convey? Why are they wanting to show their audience this?
 
AO3- context doesn’t just mean the Victorian period or the Jacobean era. You need to think about the themes being used and the writers’ intentions. 


















Essay Structure 
Introduction 
Every essay you write should include an introduction. In your introduction you need to include an overview of the text, some key themes and a link to the exam question. 
Macbeth
The eponymous play Macbeth clearly conveys the repercussions of committing regicide. Shakespeare wrote the play after the foiled gunpowder plot, therefore using it to insight fear into his audience and demonstrate the punishments for going against the Divine Right of Kings. The relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth is used to…  
Only the underlined section would change depending on what the given exam question is. 
A Christmas Carol 
A Christmas Carol by Dickens focuses on the redemption of the cold-hearted Scrooge. Dickens uses the novella as a critique of the indifference that the wealthy had of the poor and the selfish pursuit of materialistic wealth that was often seen in the period. (insert link to the questions here)     
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[image: A computer screen shot of a computer screen

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Topic sentence linked to the question 
Evidence from the text. If it’s from the extract, it’s a direct quotation. If it’s from elsewhere, it can just be a moment. It doesn’t have to be an exact quotation. 
Explanation and analysis- zoom in on key words. What is the effect? Why have they been chosen? 
Link everything back to the question/theme/context. You do not have to put historical context into every paragraph! It doesn’t need to come into your essay at all. 



At the beginning of ACC, Dickens presents family to be an annoyance for Scrooge which is evident when his nephew visits him at his place of work. When Fred visits Scrooge he announces, ‘A Merry Christmas, uncle!’ showing how friendly and excitable he is. Dickens purposefully uses Fred as the anthesis of Scrooge to demonstrate to his readers how one should behave towards their family. The use of the exclamation even after Scrooge has been rude to his nephew conveys how Fred will continue to try and have a relationship with his uncle regardless of his behaviour. Dickens uses this uncomfortable exchange to show the importance of familial relationships and how Scrooge had a lack of them at the beginning of the novella. 

Topic sentence linked to the question 


Evidence from the text. 


Explanation and analysis- zoom in on key words. What is the effect? Why have they been chosen? 



Link everything back to the question/theme/context. 






Essay Structure 
Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
Top Tips 
1. Do not write about the extract first 
2. Always plan your answer before reading the extract 
3. You do not have to know quotations. You will get your AO2 marks from the extract 








Macbeth Past Questions 
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract

[image: A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]

















Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract


A Christmas Carol Past Questions 
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Step 1- read and highlight the question. Cross out the words ‘starting with this extract’.  DO NOT READ THE EXTRACT YET 
Step 2- write down everything you know about the question from the text 
Step 3- read and annotate the extract 
Step 4- slot the extract into your ideas. Remember, you MUST talk about the text in chronological order 
Step 5- write your introduction. It needs to outline an argument 
Step 6- write your essay! Always write in chronological order and slot in the extract
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» 2 Specification at a glance

» 3 Subject content

» 4 Scheme of assessment Assessments
¥ 5 General administration Al assessments are closed book: any stimulus materials required will be provided as part of the
assessment.
Al assessments are compulsory. '

What's assessed

« Shakespeare plays (page 11)
« The 19th-century novel (page 11)

How it's assessed

- witten exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
+ 64 marks
* 40% of GCSE

Questions

Section A Shakespeare: students will answer one question on their play of choice. They will be
required to write in etail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a
whole.

Section B The 19th-century novel: students will answer one question on their novel of choice.
They will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the
novel as a whole.
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Context s assessed throughout the paper. The strand in the mark scheme related to AO3 references.
‘ideas/perspectives/contextual factors’. However, if a question requires a student to think about the text
in its context, this is also reflected inherently through the response to task. '

Assessment objectives (AOs)

AO1 | Read, understand and respond to texts.
Students should be able to:
« maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal response

« use textual references, including quotations, to support and illustrate
interpretations.

A02 | Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer to create meanings
and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.

03 | Show understanding of the relationships between texts and the contexts in
which they were written.

AO4 | Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.
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Sections A and B: Questions 1-13 (30 marks — AO1=

2, AO2=12, AO3=6)

Mark A0 | Typical features How to arrive at a mark
Level 6 AO1 |« Critical, exploratory, conceptualised response | At the top of the level, a candidate’s response is likely to be
totask and whole text. ciical, exploratory, well-structured argument. It takes a
Convincing, « Judicious use of precise references to support | conceptualised approach to the full task supported by a range
critical interpretation(s). of judicious references. There will be a fine-grained and
analysis and insightful analysis of methods supported by judicious use of
exploration —— — subject terminology. Convincing exploration of one or more
AO2 |« Analysis of writer's methods with subject ideas/perspectives/contextual factors/interpretations.
26-30 marks terminology used judiciously.
« Exploration of effects of witer's methods to
create meanings.

A3 |« Exploration of ideaslperspectives/contextual | At the bottom of the level, a candidate will have Level 5 and
factors shown by specific, detailed links be starting to demonstrate elements of exploratory thought
between contexttext/ask. andlor analysis of writer's methods and/or contexs.

Level 5 AO1 | = Thoughtful, developed response to task and | At the top of the level, a candidate’s response is likely to be
whole text, thoughtful, detailed and developed. It takes a considered
Thoughttul, « Apt references integrated into interpretation(s). | approach to the full task with references integrated into
developed interpretation; there will be a detailed examination of the effects
consideration P — - — of methods supported by apt use of subject terminology.

ho2 E‘:ﬂwm‘m&ﬁ&“::x&f‘“”m Examination of ideas/perspectives/contextual factors, possibly

21-25 marks teminology used effectiv including altemative interpretations/deeper meanings.
« Examination of effects of writer's methods to
create meanings.

AO3 | Thoughtful consideration of At the bottom of the level, a candidate wil have Level 4 and
ideas/perspeciives/contextual factors shown by | be starting to demonstrate elements of thoughtful consideration
examination of detailed links between and/or examination of witer's methods and/or contexts.
context/text/task.
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EITHER
Macbeth
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 5 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows. l

At this point in the play Lady Macbeth is speaking. She has just received the news that
King Duncan will be spending the night at her castle.

The raven himself is hoarse
‘That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan
Under my battiements. Come, you spirits
‘That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
5 And il me from the crown to the toe topfull
Of direst cruelty; make thick my blood,
Stop up th'access and passage to remorse
‘That no compunctious visitings of nature
‘Shake my fell purpose nor keep peace between
10 Theffectand it Come to my woman's breasts,
And take my milk for gall, you murdring ministers,
Wherever in your sightless substances
‘You wait on nature's mischief. Come, thick night,
And pall thee in the dunnest smoke of hel,
15 Thatmy keen knife see not the wound it makes
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark,
To cry *Hold, hold!”

o1 Starting with this speech, explain how far you think Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth
as a powerful woman.

Write about:

= how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this speech
how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in the play s a whole.

[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]
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Section A: Shakespeare
Answer one question from this section on your chosen text. (]

Either

0[1] Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 5 Scene 1 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, the Doctor and the Gentlewoman watch Lady Macbeth
sleepwalking.

LADY MACBETH Out, damned spot! Out, | say! One, two. Why
then ‘tis time to do*. Hellis murky. Fie, my lord, fie, a soldier,
and afeard? What need we fear who knows it, when none can
call our power to account? Yet who would have thought the old

5 manto have had so much blood in him?

DOCTOR Do you mark that?
LADY MACBETH The Thane of Fife had a wife. Where is she
now? What, will these hands ne‘er be clean? No more o'that,
my Lord, no more othat. You mar all with this starting.
10 DOCTOR Go to, go to; you have known what you should not.
GENTLEWOMAN She has spoke what she should not, | am sure of
that. Heaven knows what she has known.
LADY MACBETH  Here's the smell of the blood stil
of Arabia will not sweeten this litie hand. O, O, O.
15 DOCTOR What a sigh s there! The heart is sorely charged.
GENTLEWOMAN | would not have such a heart in my bosom for
the dignity of the whole body.
DOCTOR Well, well, well -
GENTLEWOMAN Pray God it be, sir.

20 DOCTOR This disease is beyond my practice; yet | have known
those which have walked in their sleep who have died holily in
their beds.

LADY MACBETH Wash your hands, put on your night-gown, look
not so pale. | tell you yet again, Banquo's buried; he cannot

25 come outon's grave.

DOCTOR Even s0?

LADY MACBETH To bed, to bed; there’s knocking at the gate.
Come, come, come, come, give me your hand; what's done
cannot be undone. To bed, to bed, to bed.

il the perfumes
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0] 1] ‘Lady Macbeth is a female character who changes during the play."

Starting with this moment in the play, explore how far you agree with this view.
Write about:

« how Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth in this extract

« how far Shakespeare presents Lady Macbeth as a female character who changes in
the play as a whole.

[30 marks]
04 [4 marks]

Turn over for the next question
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Section A: Shakespeare

Answer one question from this section on your chosen text.

Either

0[1] Macbeth l

Read the following extract from Act 2 Scene 2 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, Macbeth has murdered Duncan and has retumed to Lady
Macbeth.

MACBETH Methought | heard a voice cry, ‘Sleep no more:
Macbeth does murder sleep’, the innocent sleep,
Sleep that knits up the ravelled sleeve of care,
The death of each day’s life, sore labour's bath,
5 Balm of hurt minds, great nature’s second course,
Chief nourisher in life’s feast.
LADY MACBETH What do you mean?
MACBETH Stil it cried, ‘Sleep no more’ to all the house;
‘Glamis hath murdered sleep’, and therefore Cawdor
10 Shall sleep no more: Macbeth shall sleep no more.
LADY MACBETH Who was it, that thus cried? Why, worthy thane,
You do unbend your noble strength to think
So brain-sickly of things. Go get some water
And wash this filthy witness from your hand.
15 Why did you bring these daggers from the place?
They must lie there. Go carry them and smear
‘The sleepy grooms with blood.
MACBETH 1l go no more.
I'am afraid to think what | have done;
20 Look on't again, | dare not.
LADY MACBETH Infirm of purpose!
Give me the daggers. The sleeping and the dead
Are but as pictures; 'ts the eye of childhood
That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed,
25 Tllgild the faces of the grooms withal,
For it must seem their guilt
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0] 1] Starting with this conversation, explore how Shakespeare presents the relationship
between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth.

Write about:

« how Shakespeare presents their relationship in this extract

« how Shakespeare presents the relationship between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth in the
play as a whole.

[30 marks]

AO4 [4 marks]

Turn over for the next question
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Section A: Shakespeare

Answer one question from this section on your chosen text.

EITHER
Macbeth '
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 5 of Macbeth and then answer the
question that follows.

At this point in the play, Lady Macbeth is speaking. She has just read Macbeth's
letter telling her about his meeting with the three witches.

LADY MACBETH
Glamis thou art, and Cawdor, and shalt be
What thou art promised; yet do | fear thy nature,
Itis too full o'thmilk of human kindness
To catch the nearest way. Thou wouldst be great,

5 Art not without ambition, but without

“The iliness should attend it. What thou wouldst highly,
‘That wouldst thou holily; wouldst not play fase,
And yet wouldst wrongly win. Thou'dst have, great Glamis,
That which cries, ‘Thus thou must do’ if thou have it;

10 And that which rather thou dost fear to do,
Than wishest should be undone. Hie thee hither,
‘That | may pour my spirits in thine ear
And chastise with the valour of my tongue
Al that impedes thee from the golden round,

15 Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem
To have thee crowned withal.

[Nl Starting with this speech, explore how Shakespeare presents ambition in Macbeth.

Write about:

« how Shakespeare presents ambition in this speech
« how Shakespeare presents ambition in the play as a whole.

[30 marks]
04 [4 marks]
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Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 3 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

At this point in the play, after receiving The Witches’ prophecies, Macbeth and Banquo '
have just been told that Duncan has made Macbeth Thane of Cawdor.

BANQUO
But s strange,
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm,
‘The instruments of darkness tell us truths;
Win us with honest trfles, to betray’s
5 In deepest consequence. —
Cousins, a word, | pray you
MACBETH [Aside]
Two truths are told,
As happy prologues to the sweling act
Of the imperial theme. — | thank you, gentlemen. —
10 This supematural soliciting
Cannot be i, cannot be good. Ifill,
Why hath it given me eamest of success,
Commencing in a truth? | am Thane of Cawdor.
If good, why do | yield to that suggestion,
15 Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs
Against the use of nature? Present fears
Are less than horrible imaginings.
My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical,
20 Shakes so my single state of man that function
Is smothered in surmise, and nothing is,
But what is not.

O] 1] Starting with this moment in the play, explore how Shakespeare presents the atlitudes of
Macbeth and Banquo towards the supematural,

Write about:

« how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of Macbeth and Banquo towards the
supematural i this extract
« how Shakespeare presents the attitudes of Macbeth and Banquo towards the
supematural in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
04 [4 marks]
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Macbeth
Read the following extract from Act 1 Scene 2 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows. '
Atthis point in the play, the Captain tells Duncan about Macbeth's part in the recent
battle.
CAPTAIN

Doubtful it stood,

As two spent swimmers that do cling together
And choke their art. The merciless Macdonald -
Worthy to be a rebel, for to that

5 The multiplying villainies of nature
Do swarm upon him — from the Western Isles
Of kerns and galloglasses is supplied,

And Fortune on his damned quarrel smiling,
Showed like a rebel's whore. But all's too weak,

10 For brave Macbeth - well he deserves that name —
Disdaining Fortune, with his brandished steel,
Which smoked with bloody execution,

Like Valour's minion carved out his passage
ill he faced the slave,

15 Which ne‘er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him,
il he unseamed him from the nave to th'chaps
And fixed his head upon our battiements.

0] 1] Starting with this speech, explore how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a violent
character.

Write about:

« how Shakespeare presents Macbeth in this extract

« how far Shakespeare presents Macbeth as a violent character in the play as a whole.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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0[1] Macbeth

Read the following extract from Act 3 Scene 1 of Macbeth and then answer the question
that follows.

Atthis point in the play, Macbeth is thinking of his feelings about Banquo,

MACBETH
To be thus is nothing,
But to be safely thus. Our fears in Banquo
Stick deep, and in his royalty of nature
Reigns that which would be feared. "Tis much he dares,
5 Andto that dauntless temper of his mind,
He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour
To act in safety. There is none but he,
Whose being | do fear; and under him
My genius s rebuked, as itis said
10 Mark Antony’s was by Caesar. He chid the sisters
When first they put the name of king upon me
And bade them speak to him. Then prophet-like,
“They hailed him father to a line of kings.
Upon my head they placed a fruitiess crown
15 And puta barren sceptre in my gripe,
Thence to be wrenched with an unlineal hand,
No son of mine succeeding. Ift be so,
For Banquo's issue have | filed my mind;
For them, the gracious Duncan have | murdered,
20 Putrancours in the vessel of my peace.
Only for them, and mine eternal jewel
Given to the common enemy of man,
To make them kings, the seeds of Banquo kings.
Rather than so, come Fate into the list,
25 And champion me to thiutterance. Who's there?

0] 1] Starting with this speech, explore how Shakespeare presents Macbeth's fears.

Write about:

« how Shakespeare presents Macbeth's fears in this speech
« how Shakespeare presents Macbeth's fears in the play as a whole.

[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]
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OR
Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 and then answer the question that follows.

In this extract Scrooge is being introduced to the reader.

External heat and cold had fitie influence on Scrooge. No warmth couid

‘warm, nor wintry weather chill him. No wind that blew was bitterer than he,

no fallng snow was more intent upon ts purpose, no pelting rain less open

to entreaty. Foul weather didn' know where to have him. The heaviest rain,

5 and snow, and hail, and sleet, could boast of the advantage over him in only
‘one respect. They often ‘came down’ handsomely, and Scrooge never did.

Nobody ever stopped him in the street to say, with gladsome looks, My

Scrooge, how are you? When will you come to see me? No beggars

ilored him to bestow a trifle, no children asked him what it was o'clock, no

10 man or woman ever once in all his life inquired the way to such and such a

place, of Scrooge. Even the blindmen's dogs appeared to know him; and

‘when they saw him coming on, would tug their owners into doorways and up.

courts; and then would wag their tails as though they said, ‘No eye at all is.

better than an evil eye, dark master!” l

15 Butwhat did Scrooge care? It was the very thing he liked. To edge his
‘way along the crowded paths of lfe, warning all human sympathy to keep its
distance, was what the knowing ones call ‘nuts’ to Scrooge.

o[ Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present Scrooge as an outsider to society?

Write about:

« how Dickens presents Scrooge in this extract
« how Dickens presents Scrooge as an outsider to society in the novel as a whole.
130 marks]

Turn over for the next question
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14

or

0T8] Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 3 of A Christmas Carol and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, the Ghost of Christmas Present is about o leave Scrooge.

The chimes were ringing the three quarters past eleven at that moment
“Forgive me if | am ot justified in what | ask.” sad Scrooge, looking intertly at
the Spiits robe, ‘but  see something strange, and ot belonging fo yoursell
protrucing from your skits. Is 2 foot or  claw?”

5 "It might be a claw, forthe flesh there s upon i.” was the Spirits sorrowful reply.
“Look here.”

From the foldings of s robe, it brought two children; wretched, abject, frightfu,
hideous, miserable. They knelt down at s feet, and cung upon the outside of fs
garment

10 “Oh, Manl look here. Lok, look, down here!” exclaimed the Ghost.

They were a boy and gi. Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wofish; but
prosirat, too, i their humilty. Where graceful youth should have filed their '
features out, and touched them with s freshest tins, a stale and shrvelled hand,

lie that of age, had pinched, and twisted them, and pulled the into shrecs.

15 Where angels migh have sat enthroned, devis urked, and glared out menacing
No change, no degradation, no perversion of humanity, in any grade, through ai
the mysteries of wondertul creation, has monsters half o horrible and dread.
Scrooge stared back, appalied. Having them shown to him n tis way, he tried
10'say they were fine children, but the words choked themselves, rather than be.

20 parties o a e of such enormous magniude.

“Spit are they yours?" Scrooge could say no more.

“They are Man's" said the Spit. looking down upon them. *And they cling to
me, appealing rom thei athers. This boy is Ignorance. This gir is Want.
Beware them both, and allof their degree, but most of il beware this boy,for on

25 his brow | see that writen which s Doom, unless the wrting be erased. Deny it
cried the Spir, srelching out ts hand towards the ciy. “Siander those who tell it
yel Admittfor your factious purposes, and make t worse. And bide the end”
“Have they no refuge or resource?” cried Scrooge.

“Ave there no prisons?” said the Spir, tuming on i for the last ime with his

30 own worcs. “Are there no workhouses?”

The bell struck tweie.

OT8]  Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents the suffering of the poor in
A Christmas Carol.

Write about:

+ how Dickens presents the suffering of the poor in this extract

+ how Dickens presents the sufering of the poor in the novel as a whole.
(30 marks]
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0] 2] Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 2 of A Christmas Carol and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, the Ghost of Christmas Past shows Scrooge the Christmas party he
attended at Mr Fezziwig's warehouse when he was a young man.

Butif they had been twice as many—ah, four times—old Fezziwig would have

been a match for them, and so would Mrs. Fezziwig. As to her, she was worthy '
to be his partner in every sense of the term. If that's not high praise, tell me
higher, and I'l use it. A positive light appeared to issue from Fezziwig's calves.

5 They shone in every part of the dance like moons. You couldn't have predicted,
at any given time, what would have become of them next. And when old
Fezziwig and Mrs. Fezziwig had gone all through the dance; advance and retire,
both hands to your partner, bow and curtsey, corkscrew, thread-the-needle, and
back again to your place; Fezziwig “cut—cut so deftly, that he appeared to wink

10 with his legs, and came upon his feet again without a stagger.
When the clock struck eleven, this domestic ball broke up. Mr. and Mrs.
Fezziwig took their stations, one on either side of the door, and shaking hands
with every person individually as he or she went out, wished him or her a Merry
Christmas. When everybody had retired but the two ‘prentices, they did the

15 same to them; and thus the cheerful voices died away, and the lads were left to
their beds; which were under a counter in the back-shop.
During the whole of this time, Scrooge had acted like a man out of his wits. His
heart and soul were in the scene, and with his former self. He corroborated
everything, remembered everything, enjoyed everything, and underwent the

20 strangest agitation. It was not until now, when the bright faces of his former self
and Dick were tumed from them, that he remembered the Ghost, and became
conscious that it was looking full upon him, while the light upon its head burnt
very clear.
“A small matter,” said the Ghost, “to make these sill folks so full of gratitude.”

25 *Smalll” echoed Scrooge.
“The Spirit signed to him to listen to the two apprentices, who were pouring out
their hearts in praise of Fezziwig: and when he had done so, said,
“Why! s it not? He has spent but a few pounds of your mortal money: three or
four perhaps. Is that so much that he deserves this praise?”

30 “ltisn'tthat,” said Scrooge, heated by the remark, and speaking unconsciously
like his former, not his latter, self. “Itisn't that, Spirit. He has the power to render
us happy or unhappy; to make our service light or burdensome; a pleasure o a
toil. Say that his power lies in words and looks; in things so slight and
insignificant that it is impossible to add and count ‘em up: what then? The,

35 happiness he gives, is quite as great as if it cost a fortune.”
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0] 2] Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents ideas about joy and happiness in
A Christmas Carol

Write about:

« how Dickens presents joy and happiness in this extract

« how Dickens presents ideas about joy and happiness in the novel as a whole.
[30 marks]

Turn over for the next question
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Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 3 of A Christmas Carol and then answer
the question that follows.

In this extract, the Ghost of Christmas Present shows Scrooge the Cratchit family's
Christmas celebrations.

Oh, a wonderful pudding! Bob Cratchit said, and calmly too, that he
regarded it as the greatest success achieved by Mrs. Cratchit since their
marriage. Mrs. Cratchit said that now the weight was off her mind, she
would confess she had had her doubts about the quantity of flour.

5 Everybody had something to say about it, but nobody said or thought it
was at all a small pudding for a large family. It would have been flat
heresy to do so. Any Cratchit would have blushed to hint at such a thing.
Atlast the dinner was all done, the cloth was cleared, the hearth swept,
and the fire made up. The compound in the jug being tasted, and

10 considered perfect, apples and oranges were put upon the table, and a
shovel-full of chestnuts on the fire. Then all the Cratchit family drew
round the hearth, in what Bob Cratchit called a circle, meaning half a one;
and at Bob Cratchit's elbow stood the family display of glass. Two
tumblers, and a custard-cup without a handle. '

15 These held the hot stuff from the jug, however, as well as golden goblets
would have done; and Bob served it out with beaming looks, while the
chestnuts on the fire sputtered and cracked noisily. Then Bob proposed:
“A Merry Christmas to us all, my dears. God bless us!"

Which all the family re-echoed.

20 *God bless us every one!” said Tiny Tim, the last of all.

He sat very close to his father's side upon his litle stool. Bob held his
withered litle hand in his, as if he loved the child, and wished to keep him
by his side, and dreaded that he might be taken from him

08 Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens uses the Cratchit family to show the
struggles of the poor.

Write about:

« how Dickens presents the Cratchit family in this extract
« how Dickens uses the Cratchit family to show the struggles of the poor in the
novel as a whole.

[30 marks]
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Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 4 of A Christmas Carol and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract, Scrooge meets the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come.

‘The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently, approached. When it came near him,
Scrooge bent down upon his knee; for in the very air through which this Spirit
moved it seemed to scatter gloom and mystery.

Itwas shrouded in a deep black garment, which concealed its head, its face, its

5 form, and left nothing of it isible save one outstretched hand. But for this i
would have been difficult to detach its figure from the night, and separate it from
the darkness by which it was surrounded.

He felt that it was tall and stately when it came beside him, and that its
mysterious presence filed him with a solemn dread.” He knew no more, for the

10 Spirit neither spoke nor moved.

“I'am in the presence of the Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come?” said Scrooge.
‘The Spirit answered not, but pointed onward with its hand.

“You are about to show me shadows of the things that have not happened, but
will happen in the time before us,” Scrooge pursued. ‘s that so, Spirt?” The

15 upper portion of the garment was contracted for an instant i its folds, as if the
Spirit had inclined its head. That was the only answer he received.

Although well used to ghostly company by this time, Scrooge feared the silent
shape so much that his legs trembled beneath him, and he found that he could '
hardly stand when he prepared to follow it. The Spirit paused a moment, as

20 observing his condition, and giving him time to recover.

But Scrooge was all the worse for this. It thrilled him with a vague uncertain
horror, to know that behind the dusky shroud, there were ghostly eyes intently
fixed upon him, while he, though he stretched his own to the utmost, could see
nothing but a spectral hand and one great heap of black.

25 “Ghost of the Future!" he exclaimed, °I fear you more than any spectre | have
seen. But as | know your purpose is to do me good, and as | hope to live to be
another man from what | was, | am prepared to bear you company, and do it with
a thankful heart. Will you not speak to me?"

0] 8] Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens presents Scrooge’s fears in
A Christmas Carol

Write about:

« how Dickens presents what Scrooge is frightened of in this extract
« how Dickens presents Scrooge’s fears in the novel as a whole.

[30 marks]
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Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol

Read the following extract from Chapter 1 of A Christmas Carol and then answer the
question that follows.

In this extract Scrooge is visited by Marley’s Ghost

Again the spectre raised a cry, and shook its chain and wrung its shadowy hands.
“You are fettered,” said Scrooge, trembling. “Tell me why?"

“I wear the chain | forged in life,” replied the Ghost. I made it link by link, and
yard by yard; | girded it on of my own free will, and of my own free will | wore it. Is

5 its pattern strange to you?"

Scrooge trembled more and more.

*Or would you know,” pursued the Ghost, “the weight and length of the strong coil
you bear yourself? It was full as heavy and as long as this, seven Christmas Eves|
ago. You have laboured on it, since. It is a ponderous chain!”

10 Scrooge glanced about him on the floor, in the expectation of finding himself
surmounded by some fifty or sixty fathoms of iron cable: but he could see nothing
“Jacob,” he said, imploringly. “Old Jacob Marley, tell me more. Speak comfort to
me, Jacob!"

“I have none to give.” the Ghost replied. “It comes from other regions, Ebenezer

15 Scrooge, and is conveyed by other ministers, to other kinds of men. Nor can | tell
you what | would. A very litle more is all permitted to me. | cannot rest, | cannot
Stay, | cannot linger anywhere. My spirit never walked beyond our '
counting-house—mark mel—in life my spirit never roved beyond the narrow fimits
of our money-changing hole; and weary journeys e before me!”

20 It was a habit with Scrooge, whenever he became thoughtful, to put his hands in
his breeches pockets. Pondering on what the Ghost had said, he did so now, but
without liting up his eyes, or getting off his knees.

0] 8] Starting with this extract, explore how Dickens uses the ghosts to help Scrooge change
his attitudes and behaviour.

Write about:

« how Dickens uses Marley's Ghost in this extract

« how Dickens uses the ghosts to help Scrooge change his atiitudes and behaviour in
the novel as a whole.

[30 marks]
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