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Overview of English Language Paper 1 
Exam Board: AQA 
Time: 1 hour 45 minutes 
Content: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (fictional texts) 

You will be given one extract from either the 19th, 20th or 21st Century. There will be 4 reading questions and one writing question.
Question 1- select 4 true statements (5 minutes) 
Question 2- language analysis (15 minutes) 
Question 3- structure analysis (15 minutes) 
Question 4- evaluation (25 minutes) 
Question 5- narrative/descriptive writing (45 minutes) 
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Question 2 -Language analysisYou will be given a section of the text that you are expected to analyse. 
Step 1- read the question and highlight what it is asking you to analyse 
Step 2- Spend 3 minutes annotating finding around 4-5 quotations that answer the question
Step 3- begin writing. You do not need an introduction. 
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Sentence Starters
 The writer uses language to describe the (insert question) through the phrase ‘(insert quotation- no longer than 5 words)’. This suggests that ________________________________________. Furthermore, the use of the word conveys how/shows/demonstrates/creates the idea/atmosphere _______________________________ __________________________________. It could also suggest _______________________________________. 
As the extract continues, the writer uses the phrase ‘(insert quotation- no longer than 5 words)’. This suggests that ________________________________________. Furthermore, the use of the word conveys how/shows/demonstrates/creates the idea/atmosphere _______________________________ __________________________________. It could also suggest _______________________________________.
You need to have at least 4 quotations from across the given lines
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]You need to explore the effect of the language used. 
You need a wide range of quotations. 
Explore the atmosphere/tone being created.  






Question 3 -Structure analysisThis has now changed. They will now specify an effect. Questions will read: 
How has the writer structured the text to create tension? 
OR 
How has the writer structured the text to create fear? 
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You will need to look at the whole of the text for this question. 
Step 1- read the whole extract  
Step 2- highlight the first and last sentence of the extract. Are they different or similar? Why? 
Step 3- find 2 other areas of the text that are interesting/link to the question. Try and be on the look out for techniques 
Step 4- begin writing 







Sentence Starters
 The writer opens the text with the focus on ___________ which creates (insert question) because ____________ ______________________________. As the opening paragraph continues, the writer focuses on ‘__________’ which further builds/creates (insert question) because _______________________________. 
As the extract continues, the writer zooms in on (this will be whatever Q2 focused on) which creates/suggests/conveys/demonstrates ________________________________________________________. The writer uses the phrase ‘_____________________’ to show _________________________________________. 
Furthermore, the extract continues with ________________________________________________. This suggests/shows/creates _____________________________________________________________________. 
At the end of the extract, the writer __________________________________________. 
You need to have spoken about the whole extract. Do not just write about one section! 
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Focus 			Flashback 
Zoom in			Beginning 
Zoom out 		Middle 	
Shift in focus 		End 
Paragraph 		Chronological order 
Short sentences 		Dialogue 
Character 		Motif/pattern 
Setting 			Contrast 







Question 4 -Evaluation 
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]You will be given a certain section of the text to focus on. DO NOT TALK ABOUT THINGS OUTSIDE OF THESE LINES. 
Step 1- read and highlight the question 
Step 2- draw a box around the given lines 
Step 3- number each paragraph/section with how far you agree out of 10 
Step 4- find at least one quotation per section to support your number 
Step 5- begin to write your answer 




There will be two sections of the statement that you will need to discuss


1-2 limited 
3-4 some 
5-6 clear 
7-8 evident 
9-10 substantial
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At the beginning of this section of the text, where (insert what is happening), there is (insert your word) evidence that (insert the question). The use of the phrase ‘(insert quotation)’. This creates the idea that OR This suggests that… The use of the word ‘(insert word from the quotation)’ suggests/conveys/shows/demonstrates… 

As the extract continues, there is an increase/decrease in presentation that (insert question). The use of the phrase ‘(insert quotation)’. This creates the idea that OR This suggests that… The use of the word ‘(insert word from the quotation)’ suggests/conveys/shows/demonstrates…
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You will be given two questions, but you only have to answer one. 
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· Your work is clear. It makes sense 
· You need to use a range of interesting and engaging vocabulary 
· Paragraphs used correctly 
· Range of structural devices (flashback, short sentences etc.) 
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AO6
· Punctuation used correctly 
· A wide range of punctuation 
· A range of sentences for effect 
· Interesting and engaging vocabulary 
· Correct spelling 
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Subject content

1 Explorations in creative reading and writing (page 14)
2 Writers' viewpoints and perspectives (page 14)
3 Non-exam assessment (page 15)

For the award of the GCSE in English Language students must offer all three assessments.

Assessments

Al texts in the examination will be unseen.

What's assessed
Section A: Reading

« one literature fiction text
Section B: Writing

+ descriptive or narrative writing

Assessed
- witten exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks
+ 50% of GCSE

Questions
Reading (40 marks) (25%)- one single text

« 1 short form question (1 x 4 marks)
« 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks)
« 1 extended question (1x 20 marks)

Writing (40 marks) (25%)
+ 1 extended writing question (24 marks for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy)

+
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0]2 Look in detail at this extract, from lines 14 to 23 of the source: o

Rosie had made a quick check of the unfamiliar garden before letting the children go out to
play. The bottom half of the garden was an overgrown mess, a muddle of trees and
shrubs. An ancient mulberry tree stood at the centre. Its massive twisted branches.
drooped to the ground in places, its knuckles in the earth like a gigantic malformed hand.
‘The wintry sun hung low in the sky and the gnarled growth threw long twisted shadows
across the undergrowth within its cage. The trunk of the tree was snarled with the tangled
ivy that grew up through the broken bricks and chunks of cement, choking it. The path that
led down towards the fence at the bottom, which marked the garden off from an orchard
beyond, disappeared into a mass of nettles and brambles before it reached the padiocked
door.

How does the writer use language here to describe the garden?
You could include the writer's choice of:

« words and phrases
« language features and techniques
« sentence forms.

[8 marks]
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Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects.
and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views
This question assesses Language ie: Words / Phrases / Language Features / Language
Techniques / Sentence Forms
Level | Skills Descriptors How toarrive ata | Indicative Standard
mark
This indicative
standard is not a
model answer, nor a '
complete response.
Nor does it seek to
‘exemplify any
particular content.
Rather, itis an
indication of the
standard for the level.
Level4 | Shows detailed and Atthetop ofthe | The opening
perceptive understanding of | level, a student's | paragraph consists of
Detailed, | /anguage: response will meet | a single, complex
perceptive |+ Analyses the effects of | all of the skills sentence perhaps
analysis the writer’s choices of | descriptors. reflecting the onward
language movement of the
7-8marks |« Selectsa judicious coach. The adjective
range of textual detail ‘exposed’ and the
+ Makes sophisticated noun force’, evoke the.
and accurate use of idea of vulnerability,
subject terminology danger, and how lttle
control man has over
the power of nature.
The verb ‘rocking’,
progresses the
cumulative effect of
the list of verbs,
‘swayed” leading to
the simile, rocking
between the high
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0[3 You now need to think about the whole of the source. o

This text s from the beginning of a novel.
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

You could write about:

« what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source.
« how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

« any other structural features that interest you.
[8 marks]
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A02
Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure to achieve effects
and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their views
This question assesses how the writer has structured a text. Structural features can be:
at a whole text level eg. beginnings / endings / perspective shifts; at a paragraph level eg. topic
change / aspects of cohesion; and at a sentence level when judged to contribute to whole
structure.
Level | Skills Descriptors How toarrive ata | Indicative Standard
mark
This indicative standard
s not a model answer,
nor a complete response.
Nor does it seek to
exemplify any particular
content.”Rather, itis an '
indication of the standard
for the level.
Level4 | Shows detailed and Atthe top of the The text, abouta
perceptive understanding | level, a student's | journey, is structured to
Perceptive, | of structural features: response will meet | also take the reader on a
detailed | Analyses the effects of | all of the skills journey: from the general
analysis the writer’s choice of | descriptors to the specific; from the
structural features outside to the inside;
7-8marks |+ Selects a judicious from the weather,
range of examples through the coach, the
« Makes sophisticated driver and horses, to the
and accurate use of passengers.
subject terminology
There is also a constant
reminder of the weather
which permeates each
part — the ‘lte drips of
rain’ that came through
the roof and, later, ‘the.
rain oozed through the
crack in the roof onto
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04 Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 24 to the | ™
end.
Astudent said, ‘l wasn't at all surprised by the disappearance of the stranger child '

atthe end of the extract. The writer has left us in no doubt that she is just part of
Rosie's imagination.

To what extent do you agree?

In your response, you could:

« consider the disappearance of the stranger child

« evaluate how the writer presents the stranger child

« support your response with references to the text.
[20 marks]
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14 Rosie had made a quick check of the unfamiliar garden before letting the children go out to
15 play. The bottom half of the garden was an overgrown mess, a mudde of trees and
shrubs. An ancient mulberry tree stood at the centre. Its massive twisted branches.
drooped to the ground in places, its knuckles i the earth like a gigantic malformed hand.
‘The wintry sun hung low in the sky and the gnarled growth threw long twisted shadows
across the undergrowth within its cage. The trunk of the tree was snarled with the tangled
20 ivy that grew up through the broken bricks and chunks of cement, choking it. The path that
led down towards the fence at the bottom, which marked the garden off from an orchard
beyond, disappeared into a mass of netties and brambles before it reached the padiocked
23 door.

24 Alittle girl was siting back on her heels beside a clump of daisies that grew against the

25 fence. She had her back to Rosie and was holding tight to the handie of a large wicker
basket that stood on the ground beside her. Cara seemed unfazed by the gir's presence
and continued to move, engrossed, along the row of plants. Rosie bent forward to look
through the clearest of the panes and peered closer. The child was small, maybe around
eight or nine, although something in the tense hunch of her shoulders made her seem

30 older. Her hair hung down her back in a matted, dusty-looking plait and she was wearing
dressing-up clothes: an ankle-length dress and pinafore in washed-out greys and tans, like
a home-made Cinderella* costume.

Where on earth had she come from? She must be a neighbour’s child but how had she got
in? The wooden fences that separated the gardens between each of the houses in the
35 temace were high — surely too high for a child to climb.

The child glanced over her shoulder, back towards the houses, a quick, furtive movement
as if she were scanning the upper windows of the row, afraid of being overlooked. Rosie
caught a glimpse of her face, pale and drawn with anxiety, before the girl tuned back and
reached forward to quickly tuck a piece of trailing white cloth into the basket. Almost

40 unconsciously, Rosie registered that the girl was left-handed like herself, and that there was.
something animal-like in her movements: quick, lie the darting of a mouse o the fiit of a
sparrow, some small dun creature that moves fast to blend into the background.

B un208700

Something wasn't right here. She had seen distress in those eyes.

Rosie turned away, dried her hands hurriedly and sliipped on her flip-flops. She would go
45 gentl, raise no challenge about her being in the garden but say hello and try to find out
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0[5 You are going to enter a creative writing competition.

Your entry will be judged by a panel of people of your own age.

Either: Wiite a description suggested by this picture:

or: Write the opening part of a story about a place that is severely affected by the
weather.

(24 marks for content and organisation

16 marks for technical accuracy)

[40 marks] -
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Level 4 Upper Content At the top of the
Level4 | e Registeris convincing and compelling | range, a student's
19-24 marks for audience response will meet
) 22-24 |« Assuredly matched to purpose all of the skills
Compelling, | marks | o Extensive and ambitious vocabulary | descriptors for
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devices Organisation
Organisation At the bottom of the
o Varied and inventive use of structural | range, a student will
features have the lower
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AO6 Technical Accuracy
Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. (This requirement must constitute 20% of the
marks for each specification as a whole.)
Level Skills Descriptors How to arrive at a
mark
Sentence demarcation is consistently At the top of the level,
Level 4 secure and consistently accurate a student’s response
Wide range of punctuation is used with a will meet all of the
13-16 marks high level of accuracy skills descriptors
Uses a full range of appropriate sentence
forms for effect
Uses Standard English consistently and
appropriately with secure control of
complex grammatical structures At the bottom of the
level, a student will
High level of accuracy in spelling, including | have Level 3 and at
ambitious vocabulary least one of the skills
Extensive and ambitious use of vocabulary | descriptors
Sentence demarcation is mostly secure and | At the top of the level, 0
Level 3 mostly accurate a student’s response
Range of punctuation is used, mostly with | will meet all of the
9-12 marks success skills descriptors v
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Source A

“This extract is from the beginning of a shortstory by Katherine Mansfield. I is the early 1900s and
Rosabel, a lower class girl who works in a hat shop, is on her way home.

10

14

15

2

35

At the comer of Oxford Circus, Rosabel bought a bunch of violets, and that was practcally
the reason why she had so It tea — for a scone and a boiled egg and a cup of cocoa are
ot sufficient after a hard day's work in a hat shop. As she swung onto the step of the bus,
‘grabbed her skirt with one hand and clung to the raiing with the other, Rosabel thought she.
‘would have sacrified her soul for a good dinner, something hot and strong and fillng.

Rosabel looked out of the windows; the street was blurred and misty, but light trking on
the panes turmed their duliness to opal and silver, and the jewellers' shops seen through
this were fairy palaces. Her feet were horribly wet, and she knew the bottom of her skirt and
peticoat would be coated with black, greasy mud. There was a sickening smell of warm
humanity — it seemed to be oozing out of everybody in the bus — and everybody had the.
‘same expression, siting so stil, staring n front of them. Rosabel stired suddenly and
unfastened the two top buttons of her coat... she felt aimost sifled. Through her

half-ciosed eyes, the whole fow of people on the opposite seat seemed to resolve into one
meaningless, staring face.

‘She beganto think of al that had happened during the day. Would she ever forget that
‘awful woman in the grey mackintosh, or the girl who had tried on every hat n the shop and
then said she would ‘calin tomorrow and decide definiely’? Rosabel could not help.

‘smilig; the excuse was worn 50 thin.

But there had been one other - a girl with beautful red hair and a white skin and eyes the
‘colour of that green ribbon shot with gold they had ot from Paris last week. Rosabel had

‘seen her carriage at the door, a man had come in with her, uite a young man, and so well
dressed.

‘What s it exactly that | want, Harry? she had said, as Rosabel took the pins out of her hat,
untied her vei, and gave her a hand-mirror.

“You must have a black hat, he had answered, ‘a black hat with a feather that goes right
round it and then round your neck and ties in a bow under your chin — and a decent.sized
feather.”

The gir glanced at Rosabel laughingly. ‘Have you any hats like that?’

They had been very hard to please; Harry would demand the impossible, and Rosabel was
‘almostin despair. Then she remembered the big, untouched box upstairs.

 one moment, Madam,she had said. I think perhaps | can show you something that
wil please you better.” She had run up, breathlessly, cut the cords, scattered the tissue
paper and yes, there was the very hat - rather large, soft, with a great, cured feather, and
a black velvet rose, nothing else. They had been charmed. The gir had put it on and then
handed it to Rosabel.

“Let me see how it looks o you,'she said

AQAPaper1¢ X @) GCSEEnglish

X

09:44
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£ otk veivtfose, noting ise. They had been charmed. The g haput ton and then
35 handed 1o Rosatel

‘Let me see how it Iooks on you,'she said.

3

Rosabel turned to the mirror and placed it on her brown har, then faced them.

‘Oh, Harry, isn't it adorable,the gir cried, | must have thatlShe smiled again at Rosabel.
It suits you, beautiflly.”

40 A sudden, ridiculous feeling of anger had seized Rosabel. She longed to throw the lovely,
perishable thing in the gir's face, and bent over the hat, flushing.

Its exquisitely finished off inside, Madam,"she said. The girl swept out to her carriage, and
left Harry to pay and bring the box with him.

1 shall go straight home and put it on before | come out to lunch with you Rosabel heard
45 hersay.

END OF SOURCE
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outside the

0|3 ‘You now need to think about the whole of the source.

This text is from the beginning of a short story.

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

‘You could write about:

« what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source
« how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

« any other structural features that interest you.
[8 marks]

H A Type here to search





image16.png
@ @O | Macbeth-Actd, s X | [© Macheth-Act5,sc X | 2025-04-30Room X |[Z Examtimetable M X | @ Overview X £ June2017QPpdf X =+ - a X

: . -~ . N
<& X ® (3 https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/pdf-pages/?pdf=https%3A%2F%2Fpmt.physicsandmathstutor.com%2Fdownload%2FEngl... A kg = :

B3 Import favorites @ 0365 i Outlook

= -+ 3 of16 | ) | (D Q& B
) This file has limited permissions. You may not have access to some features. View permissions X
Do not write
3 omx;e the
x
Ad - This ad will end in 9s
0|2 Look in detail at this extract, from lines 6 to 14 of the source:
B> x

Rosabel looked out of the windows; the street was blurred and misty, but light striking on
the panes turned their dullness to opal and silver, and the jewellers' shops seen through
this were fairy palaces. Her feet were horribly wet, and she knew the bottom of her skirt and
petticoat would be coated with black, greasy mud. There was a sickening smell of warm
humanity — it seemed to be oozing out of everybody in the bus — and everybody had the
same expression, sitting so still, staring in front of them. Rosabel stirred suddenly and
unfastened the two top buttons of her coat... she felt aimost stifled. Through her
half-closed eyes, the whole row of people on the opposite seat seemed to resolve into one
meaningless, staring face.

How does the writer use language here to describe Rosabel’'s bus journey home?

‘You could include the writer's choice of:

* words and phrases

* language features and techniques

* sentence forms.

[8 marks]
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0|4 Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 19 to
the end. B X
A student said, ‘This part of the story, set in the hat shop, shows that the .
red-haired girl has many advantages in life, and | think Rosabel is right to be
angry.’
To what extent do you agree?
In your response, you could:
« consider your own impressions of the red-haired girl
« evaluate how the writer conveys Rosabel’s reactions to the red-haired girl
« support your response with references to the text.
[20 marks]
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Describe a journey by bus as suggested by this picture:

or

Write a story about two people from very different backgrounds
(24 marks for content and organisation|

16 marks for technical accuracy)
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breathing quickened, stopped, quickened again. He began to sweat. And when he
reached the end of the story, Mr Fisher put down his red pen and went back to the:
beginning, re-reading every word very slowly and with meficulous care.

[re— Ad - This ad will end in 0s

o Advertisement B> X

“This must be what a prospector feels when, discouraged and bankrupt and ready o go

40 home, he takes off his boot and shakes out a nugge of gold the size of is fist. He read it
‘again, crically this time, marking Of the paragraphs with notes n red. A hope, which at
fst M Fisher had hardly dared to formulate, swelled in him and grew strong. He found
himset beginning to smile.

If anyone had asked him what Tiobet's story was about, Mr Fisher might have been hard

45 putto reply. Tnere were themes he recognised, elements of pot which were vaguely
familar an adventure - a quest, achild, a man. But o explain Tibbet's story i thes terms.
‘was as meaningless as trying o describe a loved one's face n terms of nose, eyes, mouth
“This was something new. Sometting entrely original.

END OF SOURCE
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Source A

‘Source A is taken from the beginning of @ shorl story written by Joanne Haris. M Fisher, &
teacher of Engish forfory years, works at St Oswald's Grammar School for Boys.

1 M Fisher ived alone in a small terraced house in the centre of town. He did not own a car,
‘and therefore preferred to do as much as he could of hs weekend marking in the form room
after school. Even so, there were usually two o three stacks of books and papers o take.

4 home on the bus.

5 Ithad been a disappointing term at St Oswald's. For most of the boys in 3F, creative
writing was on a par with country dancing and food technology. O, he®d tied o engage.
their iterest. But books just dic't seem to kindie the same enthusiasm as they had inthe.
old days.

9 Mr Fisher remembered a time — surely, ot 50 1ong ago — when books were golden, when
10 imaginations soared, when the world was filed with stories which ran ik gazeles and
pounced like igers and exploded i rockes,luminating minds and hearts. He had seen
ithappen; had seen whole classes swept away i the fever. In those days, there were
heroes; there were cragons and dinosars; there were space adventurers and soldiers of
fortune and giant apes. In those days, thought M Fisher, we dreamed in colour, though
15 fims were n biack and white, and good always trumphed in the end.

Now everything was in black and white, and though Mr Fisher continued {0 teach with as
much devotion to duty as he had fory years before, he was secrelly aware that hs voice:
had begun to lack convition. To these boys, these sulen boys with therr gelled hair and
perfect eeh, everything was boring. Shakespeare was boring. Dickens was boring.

20 There didntseemto be a single story lft n the wori that they hadt heard before. And
over the years, though he had tried o st0p , a terile disilusionment had crept over Mr
Fisher, who had once dreamed so fiercely of witing stoies of his own. They had come fo
the end of the seam, he understood. There were no more stories o be written. The magic
had run ou.

25 This was an uncharacterstically gloomy train of thought, and M Fisher pushed it away.
Not all s boys facked imagination. Alstair Tbbet,for instanc, even though he had
‘obviously done part of his homework on the bus. An amiabie boy, this Tiobet. Not a
briliant scholar by any means, but there was a spark in him which deserved attention.

N Fisher took a deep breath and looked down at Tibet's exercise book,trying not o thnk

30 of the snow outside and the five o'cock bus he was now almost certain to miss. Four
b00ks 10 go, he told himsel; and then home; dinner; bed; the comforting small routne of a
winter weekend.

But, gradually siing there n the warm clasroom with the smel of chalk and loor polsh in
his hosirls, M Fisher began to experience a very sirange sensaton. It began a5

35 tightening i his iaphragm, as if a long unused muscle had been brought nto acton. His
breathing quickened, stopped. quickened again. He began to sweat. And when he
reached the end of the story, Mr Fisher put down his red pen and went back to the:
beginning, re-reading every word very slowly and with meficulous care.
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02 Look in detail at this extract, from lines 9 to 15 of the source: box

Ad - This ad will end in 8s

Mr Fisher remembered a time — surely, not so long ago — when books were golden, when
imaginations soared, when the world was filled with stories which ran like gazelles and le-Advertisement B> X
pounced like tigers and exploded like rockets, illuminating minds and hearts. He had seen it
happen; had seen whole classes swept away in the fever. In those days, there were
heroes; there were dragons and dinosaurs; there were space adventurers and soldiers of
fortune and giant apes. In those days, thought Mr Fisher, we dreamed in colour, though
films were in black and white, and good always triumphed in the end.

How does the writer use language here to convey Mr Fisher’s views on
books and stories of the past?

You could include the writer’s choice of:

e words and phrases
* language features and techniques

* sentence forms.
[8 marks]
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0|4 Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 25 to box

the end.

A student said, ‘This part of the story, where Mr Fisher is marking homework,
shows Tibbet's story is better than Mr Fisher expected, and his reaction is
extreme.’

To what extent do you agree?
In your response, you could:

* consider your own impressions of what Mr Fisher expected Tibbet's
homework to be like
evaluate how the writer conveys Mr Fisher’s reaction to what he discovers
support your response with references to the text.
[20 marks]
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0|3 ‘You now need to think about the whole of the source. box 0
This text is from the beginning of a short story. lo2Advertisement B> x

How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?
‘You could write about:

« what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source
« how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops
* any other structural features that interest you.
[8 marks]
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Source A

“This extract is from the beginning of a novel by Judith Alnatt, published in 2015. s set ina
house that used to be part of a nineteenth-century silk factory. Rosie and her two children, Sam
and Cara, now ive in the house.

1 Itwas on theirfirst day at the house that Rosie saw the stranger child. Standing at the sink, Ad - This ad will end in 4s
her hands decp n suds, Rosie was overwhaimed by he tasks ha fay ahead of hr. Tred
afer e longdive from London he evening befor, she gazed vaguely a he sun,
‘overgrown garden whar Sam and Cara were playing.

5 The sash window had od glass that blunted the image, wavering the sraighiness of fence
‘and washing i, pulling things out of shape. Sam was kneeling beside the patch of earth
that Rosie had cleared for him, making hils and valleys for his matchbox cars and rucks by
digging with an old ablespoon, and Cara was toddiing rom bush to bush with 2 yelow
plastic watering can. Through the antique glass, Rosie watched them stretch and shrink as.

10 they moved, as ifshe were looking through ripples. She closed her eyes, giad of a moment
of calm ater the trauma of the lastfew days. Letting go o the plate she was hoiding, she
‘spread her tense fingers, allowing the warmih of the water o soothe her. When she
‘opened her eyes, another chid was there.

14 Rosie had made a quick check of the unfamilar garden before leting th chikiren go out to
15 play. The bottom half of the garden was an overgrown mess, a muddie of rees and
shiubs. An ancient mulberrytree stood a the centre. s massive twisted branches
rooped o the ground inplaces, s knuckles n the earth ike a gigantc malformed hand.
“The wintry sun hung low in the sky and the gnaried growth threw long twisted shadows.
‘across the undergrowth within its cage. The trunk of the tree was snarled with the tangled
20 ivy that grew up tough the broken bricks and chunks of cement, choking iL. The path that
led down towards the fence at the bottom, which marked the garden of from an orchard
beyond, disappeared info a mass of nettles and brambles before it reached the paiocked
23 door.

24 Alitl git was siting back on her heels beside a clump of daisies that grew against the:

25 fence. She had her back to Rosie and was holding tght {0 the hande of a large wicker
baske that tood on the ground beside her. Cara seemed ufazed by the gif's presence
‘and continued to move, engrossed, along the fow of plants. Rosie bent forward to look
through the clearest of the panes and peered cioser. The chid was small, maybe around
eight or ine, although something i the tense hunch of her shoulders made her seem

30 older. Her hair hung down her back i a matted, dusty-looking pait and she was wearing
Gressing-up clothes: an ankle-Jength dress and pinafore in washed-out greys and tans, ike
‘2 home-made Cinderella® costume.

‘Wnere on earth had she come from? She must be a neighbour’s chid but how had she got
in? The wooden fences that separated the gardens between each of the houses i the.
35 terrace were high - surely 100 high for a chid to limb.

“The chid glanced over her shoulder, back towards the houses, a quick, furtive movement
a5 i she were scanning the upper windows of the row, afaid of being Gverlooked. Rosie
‘caught a glimpse of her face, pale and drawn with anxiety, before the i turned back and
reached forward to quickly tuck a piece of traling white coth nto the basket. Amost

40 unconsciously, Rosie registered that the gir was lefi-nanded like hersel, and that there was
‘something animalike in her movements: quick ik the darting of a mouse o the fit of a
‘spartow, some small dun creature that moves fast o bend into the background.

00:53
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a0

‘Wnere on earth had she come from? She must be a neighbour’s chid but how had she got
in? The wooden fences that separated the gardens between each of the houses i the.
terrace were high - surely 100 high for a chid to limb.

“The chid glanced over her shoulder, back fowards the houses, a quick, futive movement
a5 i she were scanning the upper windows of the row, afaid of being Gverlooked. Rosie
‘caught a glimpse of her face, pale and drawn with anxiety, before the i turned back and
reached forward to quickly tuck a piece of traling white coth nto the basket. Amost
unconsciously, Rosie registered hat the gir was lefi-nanded like hersel, and that there was
‘something animalike in her movements: quick ik the darting of a mouse o the fit of a
‘spartow, some small dun creature that moves fast o bend into the background.

3

a5

‘Something wasn't right here. She had seen distress i those eyes.

Rosie tumed away, cied her hands hurriedly and slipped o her fip-fops. She would go
‘gently, raise no challenge about her being i the garden but say hello and ry o find out

what was the mater. Maybe if she pointed out that her mother would be worrying where
She was, she could persuade the gl o let her t2ke her home.

But when she stepped outside, the child was gone.

END OF SOURCE

Glossary

“Cinderela - a poor gi from a fairy ale:
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04 Focus this part of your answer on the second part of the source, from line 24 to the | Ad - This ad will end in 3s
end.

A student said, ‘| wasn't at all surprised by the disappearance of the stranger child Advertisement B> X
at the end of the extract. The witer has left us in no doubt that she is just part of

Rosie’s imagination.’

To what extent do you agree?
In your response, you could:

« consider the disappearance of the stranger child
« evaluate how the writer presents the stranger child
« support your response with references to the text.
[20 marks]
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This text is from the beginning of a novel.
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?

You could write about:

« what the writer focuses your attention on at the beginning of the source
« how and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops

« any other structural features that interest you.
[8 marks]
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0]2 Look in detail at this extract, from lines 14 to 23 of the source: pex

o Advertisement B> X

Rosie had made a quick check of the unfamiliar garden before letting the children go out to
play. The bottom half of the garden was an overgrown mess, a mudde of trees and
shrubs. An ancient mulberry tree stood at the centre. Its massive twisted branches
drooped to the ground in places, its knuckles in the earth like a gigantic malformed hand.
The wintry sun hung low in the sky and the gnarled growth threw long twisted shadows
across the undergrowth within its cage. The trunk of the tree was snarled with the tangled
ivy that grew up through the broken bricks and chunks of cement, choking it. The path that
led down towards the fence at the bottom, which marked the garden off from an orchard
beyond, disappeared into a mass of nettles and brambles before it reached the padiocked
door.

How does the writer use language here to describe the garden?
You could include the writer's choice of:

« words and phrases
« language features and techniques
« sentence forms.
[8 marks]
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You are advised o spend about 45 minutes on tis secton.
‘Write in fullsentences.
‘You are reminded of the need 1o plan your answer.
‘You should leave enough ime to check your work at the end.

Yourlocal libraryis unning a creative witing competion. The best entries willbe
publshed in a booklet of creatve writng

Write a description of a mysterious place, as suggested by this picture

‘Write a story about an event that cannot be explained.

(24 marks for content and organisation
16 marks for technical accuracy)
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